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VOID and NULL 


IN A | 


CONFERENCE 


Pull ALzrnzs a Presbyter of the| 


Church of England, 
AND 
| PSEuDoCHEuUS 1 nn Tracber. 


r 


Veri , verily I ſay unto you, He that — not by | | | 
the Door into the Sheepfold, but climbeth up ſome | 
| other Way, the ſame is a Thief and a Robber. 


| Bus be that catreth ir by the Door, is the Stepherd of | 
on _ the Sheep, St. Joh. 10. 1, 2. 
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Me ee 


To the WorsHIPFUL 


AND MY 


Much Honour'd Frxiexnd, 
Hugh Smithſon, Eſq: 
uu. 


Tottenham in Middleſex. 


| FIK3 . 
1 O Sooner did I call to mind 
T your hearty Zeal for our 


moſt Excellent Church of 


England, and alſo your great Inte- 
grity which has been ſo very viſible in 
your indefatigable Endeavours to 
promute the true Intereſt of your 
N C un- 


— 
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The EPISTLE | 
Country, but I ceas d to debate any 
longer with my ſelf, whoſe Name I 

fuld borrow to Patronize my Di- 
ſcourſe. This Book, Sir, which 
T now bumbly Preſent to your View, 

5 a Conference with a Diſſenting 
Teacher, concerning the Invalidi- 
ty of Presbyterian Ordination. 
And truly whenſoever we male any 

_ Enquiries into the Diſſenters pre- 
tended Call, we ſhould do well to 
as them the ſame Queſtion concer- 
ning their Miſſion, that our Ble, 
fed Saviour asd the Jews concer- 
ning tbe Baptiſm of Ft. John, Was 
it from Heaven, or of Men * ? 

If theſe Diſſenting Teachers ſhall 
ſay that their Ordinations were 
from Men, then they muſt produce | 

| their Orders from our Dioceſan 
* Sr. Alatth. 21. 25. N : | 


Biſhops, 


— fc} Ap ian reds | — 


4 Chriſtian World is mt to be blam'd 
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Biſhops, who are the Holy Apo- 
ſtles Succeſſors, and who ah bave 
| the Power of Ordinstion: If they 
al ſay from Heaven, then they 
| muſt produce unqueſtionable Cre. 
dentials to canuince us, that their 
Call was from the C louds, lile un- 
to St. Paul's, when he was in his 
Way to Damaſcus. And then if 
1 ths could be perform'd, yet we live 
in ſuch an yi of Scepticiſm, that 
Men will not believe the Boaſt of 
Revelation, without the Atteſtation 
of a Miracle. And ſeriouſly, the 


| for this ſuſpicious Humour; for fo 


1 many ] mpoſtures and Deluſions 


4 have been impos d upon Mankind by 
this Pretence, that tis a Prudence 
I bighly n not to be too tco 


1 C redulaus. Ho that ſeeing our Se- 
14. Caries 
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@aries have 10 Prieſthood, | 4 
believe their Conventicles to be no 


more Church than any Number 


of Merchants that are met together 


ußon the Royal Exchange. For 


tho ſome of their Congregations 
may retain Impoſition of Hands 
as a Mockery of Ordination, yet 
the Impoſing of Lay-Hands has 
no more Power to confer Prieſthood, 
than I have to conſtitute a judge 
_ of Oyer and Terminer. 

Indeed, Sir, I have a great 


Compaſſion for thoſe unſtable and 


unwary Souls among the Diſſen- 
ters, that are perverted and drawn 


afide by theje Conventicle-Lead- 
ers, and certainly the only Method 


to undeceive them, and to recover 
them into our Fſtabliſh'd Church, 
is to Prove (as I have here done) 

that 


. -; ">. An ro 


) 
E 


r 
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DEDICATORY. | 
that thoſe very Perſons, whom 
they tale to be their Spiritual 
Guides, are no other than Impo- 


ſtors aud Uſurpers; and then if 


tbey have not ſurrender d their 
Reaſon to their Deluding Teach- 
ers, and are not under any Per- 

tinaciows Reſolutions, they muſt 
neceſſarily be convinc d, that by 


their Schiſm and Separation, they 


are In 4 mo 


/t Dangerous and 


Deplorable Condition: And much 


more Gloomy would their Appre- 
henſſons be, if they were but truly 


| ſenfible, that God will moſt aſſu- 


redly ratifie a Diſ-union with the 
Biſhop on Earth, by a like Diſ- 
union ia Heaven. 2 

And now, Sir, I do very bum- 


bly beg your Pardon for prefix- 
ing your Name to this Diſcourſe, 


A 4 and 


1 
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The EPISTLE 
and if I have ſaid any thing 
unworthy of your Patronage, [ 
know that as your Judgment 
will inſtantly diſcover it, ſo your 
great Goodneſs and Candor 
will freely forgive it; fince twas 
my Duty to our Church, and 
to its excellent Governours that 
prompted and encourag d me to 
ths Attempt. 1 
I ſhall add no more, but my 
moſt earneſt Petitions to the 
Throne of Grace, that the /ame 
All-wiſe and Omnipotent God, 
who has hitherto Supported and 
Preſerved you, among all tbe 
Changes and Chances of this 
mortal Life, will be pleasd to 
20 on ſtill to be Gracious un- 
to you, to be your Comfort, 
and your exceeding great Re- 
| ward 


_——— 


nn. 


f DE DIC AT OR. 5 
ward hereafter in the King- 
dom of Heaven; which ſhall 3. 
the conſtant Prayer of, 


1 


Honour d Sir, 
Dane: our moſt Faithful 
and Humble Servant 


1706, 
Jonun Jacaeues. 
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PREFACE 


FH E Virulency of Schiſm is 
reſtleſs and implacable, and 
there is nothing ſo apt to be 


reviłd and ſpurnd at as our moſt 


Excellent Church and its Sacred Con- 
We muſt therefore in 
theſe looſe and licentious Times of 
L N and Irreligion guard and 
fortifie our ſelves with Courage and 


Reſolution againſt all Calummies and 
Contradictions whatſoever. For Sa- 


tan that Arch-Enemy of all Man- 
kind, and the firſt Schiſmatich that 


: ever was in the World, did not on- 
| ly by his ſaucy Aﬀectation of a Pa- 
rity with GOD cauſe a Diuiſion 
and Tumult in Heaven, but he _ 

| alſo 
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| allo ſtill his Agents and Factors to 
{ create the like Differences here Be- 
low ; he inſpirits them with a fery 
is and malignant Zeal, againſt the pu- 
| reſt Worſhip and Diſciplme, that 
lince the Apoſtolick Times has appear- 
1 ed upon the Face of the Farth. And 
indeed there has been no Age ſince 
the Holy Apoſtles wholly free from 
Schiſmaticks and Impoſtors, but per- 
haps none ever aftorded ſuch Swarms 
of them, as our unhappy Days, in 
which theſe Sons of Craft act under 
various Diſguiſes, and wheedle the 
Feople with their prous Frauds ; they 
creep into Houſes, and lead Captive 
| filly Women laden with divers Luſts; 
they beguile the weaker Sex, {way'd 
more by Paſſion than by 51 * and 
lo more eaſily are ſeduc d by them. 
Therefore we are exhorted by the 
Holy Apoſtle, To mark them that 
cauſe Diuiſions, and to avoid them; 
for they ſerve not the Lord Feſus 
_ Christ but their own Belly, and with 
good Words and fair Speeches my : 
„ 


— 


The PREFACE. m 
the Hearts of the Simple. Rom. 6. 17. 
So that he would have a Mark ſet 
{et upon Schzſmaticks , that they 
may be known and ſhund by all 
2 Chriſtians, as Perſons of a very Dan- 
* gerous and Contagious Soczety. Shall 
3 we then, that are the Watchmen of 
3 Iſrael, lee Schiſm and Faction thrive 
and proſper, and again to Inſult the 
beſt of Churches in the World, and 
not endeavour to prevent their 
Growth, and ſpreadmgs Infection? 
Shall not we give our People warn- 
ing to avoid the zuſnaring Tempta- 
tions of Schiſm, and ſhall not we 
encourage them to ſtand faſt in the 
Lord? Shall not we ſtrive to pre- 
ſerve them from all Danmable Do- 
3 ctrmes, and to keep them ſtedfaſt 
in their moſt Holy Faith? Theſe 
3 truly are our great Diilies, which 
if we did neglect, we ſhould then 
molt ſhamefully betray the Cauſe of 
our Bleſſed Maſter, and expole it to 
the greateſt Obloguy and Contempt 
1maginable. 


In 


* 
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In the latter end of the Year 
1592. My Neighbour Pſeudocheus 
ſent me a Letter, wherein he re- 
quir'd me to prove what I had faid * 
concerning the Inval:dity of Preſ- 
byterian Orders; becauſe he was 
inform'd by one of his Hearers, 
that I had aſſerted the Mzmiſtry of 
all Nonconformiſts to be Invalid and 
Null, who had not receiv'd Epzſco- * 
pal Ordmation. At this time 1 
was engag'd in many urgent Af- _ 
Fairs, and had only leiſure to re- 
turn him a very Friendly Epiſtle; 
rt of which was ſome few Col- 
lections from an Excellent Diſcourſe 
of a Celebrated Champion for the 
he ny Cauſe®, wherein was a | 
plain Proof of this Poſition, Dat 
it was never in the Power of Meer 
Presbyters to admit into the Mini-. 
ſtry by Impoſition of Hands in Or- 
dination. Then to theſe I added ſe- 


C Bp. Moſſom on Aatth. 28. 19, Ce. 


veral 
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3 veral pertinent and neceſſary Ob- 

3 ſervations, as alſo an Admonitory 

Concluſion. Now my ſole Deſign 

in ſending him this Epiſtle was for 

his particular Information and Re- 

2 covery from Schiſm, but Intis ex- 

3 z2ftens probibet aliunde advemens, 

3 That which is got in already, keeps 

out better, which ſhould come in 
its Place; 7, 


Non bene conveniunt nec in una ſe- 
de mor antur 
Majeftas & Amor. Ovid. 


- | The Majeſty of Grace and the Fond- 
Ee meſs of Gam, do not well = 
together, nor cohabit in the ſame 


' Breaſt. The inordinate Love of 


 Self-Intereſt is ſo predominant in 
our Dyſſentmg Teachers, and does 
- ſo powerfully fence off all Convi- 
- Þ® CcHons of Conſcience, that unleſs the 
& | Grace of God did act irreſiſtibly, 
5 they will never be convinc'd of 
their Damnabli Sin, even the Uſur- 
1 1 ES | 


pation 


— 
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pation of the Miniſterial Office. 
What faith the Holy Apoſtle 2 The 
Natural Man, (for not one of theſe 
can be ſaid to be Spiritual) & 
v does not receme the things of 
the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. 2. 14. he 
has not any Inclination for them, 
and therefore will never be brought 
to entertain them. And truly ſuch 
a perverſe Spirit does preſide in 
this fort of Men, that all Advices 
of this Nature do but rather tend 
to fire and inflame them; for after 
that Pſeudocheus had receiv'd my 
Letter, inſtead of ſhewing that Gra- 
titude, which was due to my cha- 
ritable Endeavours, he ſent me a 
rude' and indigeſted Anſwer, which 
conſiſteth of ſuch nauſeous Re peti- 
tions, mexcuſable Blunders, forced 
and fallacious Inferences, that they 
are all of them very obvious to a- 
ny Perſons Underſtanding. Thele 
were the {mall Velitations, that 
then paſs'd between us, which tor 
Ten Years and more have lain in 


Ob- 


— A. 
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Obſcurity, and why they were re- 
vivd and thruſt out into the World, 
I can conceive no other Reaſon but 
this. At a late Conference, after 
other various Diſcourſes, we at the 
laſt began to have ſome warm De- 
bates upon our former Controver- 
ſie; but before we had half can- 
vas d the Matter, or brought the 
Point to any ſort of Conclufion, 
our Pampbleteer was ſo wretched- 
ly founderd and bewilderd, that 
he had nothing farther to urge in 
his own Vindication; nay, inſtead 
of defendmg he deſerted bis Cauſe, 
and Proteus-like, he turnd Inde- 
= pendent, and ſtraightway aſſerted, 
That the Suffrage of the People qua- 
li d any Perſon to Preach the Ho- 
ly Goſpel, aud to Admimiſter the 
Holy Sacraments without Ordina- 
tion. At this Conference of ours, 
ſeveral Perſons were preſent of both 
Congregations :; and the Report they 
bi will be ateſted by the Rev, My. C. G—k, 


made 
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made of it (as far as I can find) 
was faithful and true; which no 
ſooner reach'd his Ears, and ſome 
others of his Party, but Choler and 

Spighr appear'd very viſible in their 
Faces; and according to the Pro- 
phet, The ſhew of their Countenance 
did witneſs agamfi them, Iſa. 3. 9. 
And thus they continu'd under 
{ome ſtrange Confapens and Per- 
plexities of Min „till ſuch time 


as they came to this Reſolution, 


that the only way to aggrieve me, 
was to Print all thoſe Letters, which 


had formerly pals'd between us. 


But inſtead of being diſguſted by 
the Publication of thole Lerters, I 


am rather oblig d by it; for now 
he has given me a fair Opportuni- 
ty to vindicate what I then wrote 


from his falſe Gloſſes and corrupt | 


Interpretations. * The Preface to 


e 4 Pamphlet entitled, Some Letters concerning the 


his Book begins with many ſpecious | 


Validity of Ordination by Presbyters, Cr. Hy J. W—s. 


Sold by John Lawrence at the Angel inthe Poultry, London. 
„ 
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Pretences to Peace and Unity; but 
Foy —_ can _— be 1 
Fair Speeches, or what Regard can 
be * - to his Words, . his 
Praclices at the {ame time confute 
them; He can never be one of the 
Sons of Peace, but an avow d, pro- 
feſs d, and downright Enemy unto 
it, in endeavouring to deſtroy, what 
he would be thought to preſerve: 
Tis a meer Deluſion, and a Ridi- 
culous Sham to cry Peace, Peace, 
when at the ſame Time this Ad- 
i þ ary of ours has entred the Liſts, 
| and made himſelf ready for Battel. 
| In this, and many other particu- 
lars, you may clearly diſcern the 
Spirit of the Man; For can he e- 
ver be inclin d to repair our 
Breaches, and heal our Diuiſions, 
when all the while he is makin 
I of Partzes to widen and — 
them? Can he be deſirous to pro- 
mote Peace and Unity among Pro- 
teftants, when at the fame time he 
draws as many as ever he can in- 
| a 2 | to 
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to the ſame Schiſm and Separation | 
with himſelf? No certainly, for all 
his Prerences are juſt like the P- 
licies of the Algermes, who molt 
deſign the Slavery of Chritans, 
when they hang out Chriſtzan Co- } 
lours. But after all his glorrous Þ 
Breathmgs towards Peace and Uni- 
ty, is it not ſtrange that this Ad- 
ver ſary of mine ſhould turn ſuch 
an Accuſer of the Brethren? His Þ 
Words are theſe; * But alas! Such) 
narrow- Soul d Creatures are ſome, | 
and 1 addicted to their own Par- 
ty, that they will hardly allow an 
to be GOriſtians in this Mingdom, 
that are not conflant Members of i 
tberr Engliſh Catholick Church, vor # 
own tho fo as. Brethren in the Mi- 
nitry ( ether here or in Forem 
Parts ) who were not Ordaind by 
tbe Hands of Diocelans. Now this 
grand Partialty IJ have always ob- 
{ervd in the Presbyterzans them- | 
e the Preface to the ſaid Bob, p. 2. nt 


ſelves, | 


4 


* * * ?,“ n 3 8 
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ſelves, who would never vouchſafe 
the Title of good. Oriſtian to any 
Perſon, unleſs he” was one of their 
ſown Denommat:on :. And as the old 
PDonatiſts confin d the Limits of the 
Church, in Angulo & particula A- 
Fricæ, in a corner and {mall part of 
Africa; ſo our new Engliſb ones do 
Smpale the true Church of Christ 
within their own Party. Theſe, 


 Fheſe are the Godly, the Brethren, 


* Þ 


the Precious, the Children of G od; 
for all others are — unſavoury 


pat, Miſerable Caft-aways, and A. 


Sommable Barbarians. But is this 


the true and genuine Spirit of Chri- 


Fianity? Is it not rather the Spirit 
pf Bigottry and _—_— And 
not this Pſeudocheus acted by the 
Fery lame Spirit? He accuſeth me 
f unbappy Principles, and no lets 
S1happy Cay of which made me to 
Ittempt the blaſting of his Mmiſtry 
Jas he calls it) without any Provo- 

ation on his Part. Good Man! Is 
no Provocation to an Fſtabliff d 
2. (er- 
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Clergyman to ſee the Gathering of 6 
Churches out of Churches, and the 
ſetting up of Altar againſt Altar ? © 
Is it no Provocation to lee Pſeudo- * 
cheus uſing all his little Arts and 
Devices to draw Diſciples after him, 
to increaſe his Party, and to fill up 
his Conventicle? He would do well 1 
to peruſe that Presbyterzan Book, 
Entitled, * Jus Diumum Re minis 
Eccleſaſlici, and there he will be in- F 
form d, That this Practice of Gatber- 3 
mg Churches out of Churches, and of © 
ſetting up ſeparate Meetings againſt © 
an E 25 21 Church, is bitterly in- 
veigh'd againſt, as the Mother „ 
Confufion, and the Nurſe of Sys | 
This was a thing that was ſeverely 
condemn'd by the Puritans of © 
in the B 5 and by the 44 
terians of late, in the Independents, * 
and other Sectaries : But in thele | 
Days of ours, wherein Religion be- 
comes Tributary to Intereſt, the Na- 


* 4 Book made by the London Miniſters, An. 1647. 


AY 
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ture of Schzſm muſt not be laid open 
and expos d, becauſe Pſeudocheus's 
Conventicle is founded upon it. If 
the tender Points of Diuiſion, fo 
* ſharply rebuk d by the Holy Apoſtle, 
be ſo muchas rouchd upon in any of 
my publick or private Dzſcourſes, no 
ſooner does he hear of them, but he 
preſently calls them my In ſolent Ca- 
mours. - If I inform the People, that 


the Diſſenters induftrious way of ma- 


3 cmg of 


king Proſelytes is not to the Embra- 
=tianity, and to the true 


Praclice of Piety and Vertue; but to 
à2 Party, a Faclion, a Schiſm and Se- 


23 paration from an Eſtabliſh'd Church, 

then this teſty Smectymmuan *, calls 
mean Incendiary. Thus he Hath g:- 
ven his Mouth to Evil, and his Tongue 
 frameth Deceit; and he appears to 


| ; be wholly directed by that pernicious 


Maxim, Calummare fortiter, & al:- 
dq uid adbærebit, Slander ſtoutly, and 
9 Hs thing will ſtick behind. Do but 


* $0 call d from Steph. Marſhall, Edm, Calam, Tim. 
Tung, Matt, Newcomer, Will. Spur/tow, 


[EY 
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oblerve the many rancorous In ſinua- 
tions and Miſrepreſentations through 
out his whole Preface ; but thele be- 
ing his own Brazm-fick Conjęctures, 
are all of them notorouſly falſe, and 
to his Conviction ami Shame 


then ſo very natural to our Dzſſen- 
ters to promote their own Interest 


and wily Defhgns by odiour Falfities © 
and fianderous Crmmations 5 Does 
 Fanatic:ſm ſtand in need of fuch m·- 
pPicus Forgeries, and muſt Pſeudoche- 


us talk ſo decertfully for its Advance- 


Tent © If 10, then here the Cenſure | 


mult fall; That tis certainly a very 


ſtrong Pre ſumption of a moſt weak 


and feeble Cauſe, when the Refuge 


and Support of it are Impudent and 


Audacious Lies. 
Thus I have done with my Adver- 


ſarys Preface, and ſhall now pro- 


ceed to the Conference it ſelf, where- 
in the Reader will find, That Ordi- 


nat ion by Meer Presbyters is proud 


Void and Null; That Dioceſan Epi- 


— 


they 
have been already prov'd fo. Is it 


_—_— 


«.. 


"The PREFACE xv 


1 ſcopacy is an Apoſtolick, and conle- 
23 quently a Dwme Inſtitution; and 
1 that all Pſeudocheus's poor Objections 
23 againſt it are utterly overthrown and 
2 deſtroy d. What then remains after- 
wards is, to adviſe all good Chriftz- 
ans, as they tender their everlastmg 
Salvation, moſt carefully to avoid all 
7 Schiſmaticks and their perniciaus 
Principles, and to renounce all man- 
ner of Communion with {ſuch aſc 
and counterfeit MmiSters; and if I 


am thought to be too plain and free 


_ 1 centious Age, I ſhall be ſure to con- 


in this my Advice to a looſe and Ji 


tinue ſo, whenſoever I find an occaſi- 
on: and tho perhaps I may offend 


1 ſome nice and captious Ears, and ex- 
aſperate thole whom I do _—_ 
heirs ; 


that's none of my Fault, but 


For none ſhould be offended at the 
3 Truth, and he that is exaſperated 
and enrag'd by it, diſcovers a malig- 
1 nant and ulcerated Mind. 


THE 


THE 


CONTENTS. | 


HE Presbyterians muft firſt pr educe an O. | 
riginal Church founded by 8 Holy Apo- 


{tles, whoſe chief Goverrour was 10 other than 


a Meer Presbyter, ad then 4 conſtant and * 
uninterrupted Succeſſion of ſach Governing © 
Presby ters down from him to theſe very Times, _ 
before they can prove any Succeiiion in their 
pretended Miniſtry, Pag. 
What Things are requir d in 4 lawful Call and On 4 
dination into the Mini 1 


Tte Presbyterians have * frequently impos d * 1 


on by Romiſh Prieſts in their Conventicles, 10 
Pſeudocheus does ſymbolize with Romiſn be 
Prieſts, 13 
All irregular Ordinations were ever accounted as 
Nullities, 14 
None but Miniſters Ordain'd by Dioceſan —__ | 
may preſume to Baptize, 


= 10 fit Preſcription for * Cle y Off. | 


42 

4 Half Conſorming Clergy very pernicioss to 
the true Intereſt of tbe Church of England, 24 
Tie Holy Apoſtles Ordain'd the Seven Deacons, 


when 


I, 2. 4 


"The CONTENTS. | 
" whes the Seventy were preſent, who did wot pre- 
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Pbilaletbes. Pſeudocheus. 


Phil.” THAT Right can 
you pretend to the 
Name and Office of 


a Presbyter, Pſeudocheus, who have 
not receiv d Impoſition of Hands 
from a Lawful Authority, and ſo 
1. not duly diſtinguiſh d from the reſt 
of Mankind to * in the con 

; of 


— — 


. 
____— 
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ot Religion: From whom did you 
receive your Mzſſton 2 If you ſay 
from Jeſus Chriſt and his Holy 
Apoſtles; Give me then leave to 


ask you whether Immediately, or 
Mediately? Immediately vou will 


not ſay; If Medzately, then I deſire 
to be inform'd by whom, or from 


whole Hands you did receive your ? 


Miſſion ? Yon could not receive Or- 
ders from the Presbyters of the 
Church of Exgland; tor the Power 


of Ordaining was never conveyd 
to them, and ſo by them could ne- 


ver be tranſmitted to any others. 


Since then vou cannot derive any 
Ordination from the Presbyters of 


the Church of England, you muſt 
of neceſſity produce ſome one Church 
founded by the Holy Apoſtles , 
whole Chief Governour was no o- 
ther than a Meer Presbyter ; Then 
you muſt prove a conſtant and un- 


interrupted Succeſſion of ſuch Go- |} 


vernmg-Presbyters in that Church 
down to theſe very Times; Then 
5 you 
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vou muſt prove that from them you 
have receiv d your own Miſſion : 
No if ſuch an Eſtabliſhment and 
* Succeſſion cannot be found, you will 
never be able to prove that you ever 
receivd any Ordination For the 
leaſt Failure or Defect in this Suc- 
ceſſion utterly deſtroys the very Be- 
ins of ſuch a Presbyterian Church, 
which can lay no manner of Claim 
to that Promiſe of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, which he made to his Holy 
Diſciples immediately before his Al- 
cenſion into Heaven, to ſecure his 
» Church from Error and Defection; 
And lo I am with you alway even un- 
to the End of the World. Matth. 28. 


& 
1 
. 
x 


f 
F 

t 20. Tis confelsd on all Hands, 
5 that a Man cannot Exercile the 07 
, ce of a Miniſter without a Call, and 
— ſimcee that you never had a Lawful 
1 + Ordmary Call, I hope you will not 
pretend to one that was Extraord:- 
nary; for that would be no leſs than 
Enthufhaſm, unleſs you could make 
it apparent by your Miracles, and 
Gift of Tongues. B2 Pſen. 


e. J. M. Letters, p. 12. 
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Pſeud. Pray, Philalethes, What 


:s to be cſteemd a lawful Call, aud 


what Ordination is requiſite to inveſt 


a Man m this Office * 


Phil. There are Two Things re- 


quird in a Lawful Call and Ordina- 


tion into the Aliniſtry. 


1. That the Clergy, after a previ- 


ous Examination of their Abzlites, 


and probable Teſtimonies concerning 


their Sober Converſation, ſhall be 


Solemnly admitted into the Mini- 
firy by Prayer and Impoſitzon of 


Hands. 5 

2. That the Clergy ſhall be admit- 

ted by a Lawful Authority. 
Firft. Every Clergy-Man muſt be 

admitted into Holy Orders by 

Prayer and Impoſition of Hands. 
Our Bleſſed Lord commanded his 

Holy Diſciples to Pray immediate- 

ly before 

Matth. 9. 38. and Chap. 10. 1. And 


afterwards Deacons and others were 


e made them Apoſtles, 


VT: * 
4 1 


_— 
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Ordam'd by Faſtms, Prayer, and 
Impofitzon of Hands, Acts 6. 6. and 
Chap. 14. 23. And this Pious Cuſtom 
has been ever ſince continu'd in all 
the ſeveral Ages of the Chriſtian 
3 Church, becauſe it was begun by our 
* Bleffſed Saviour and his Apoſtles. 
And 'tis very certain that every ſort 
of Power, whether Ecclehaſtical , 
Cwil, or Military, ought always to 
be conveyd from one to another, 
buy ſome Solenm Creation, Admiſſion, 
or Inveſtzture to the ſame. 
Secondly. The Clergy ſhall be ad- 
mitted into the Mmzftry by a Law- 
ful Autborty. 5 
Dioce ſan Biſhops are the only 
Authority that can admit into Holy 
Orders; And here I ſhall not only - 
prove this by the XIIIId. Article 
of the Church of England, and the 
Statute Laws of the Realm, which 
lay, That no Man can be a Lawful 
Prieſt or Deacon, wleſs he be Or- 
dain d by a Biſhop (a); But I will 


| (4) Stat. 13 Elis. c. 12. 9 1. & AF Uniform. 14 Cana: 
B 3 fur- 
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further ſhew, that this Law is 
grounded upon Holy Scripture, and 
the Canons and Practice of the Uni- 
verſal Church. Firſt, Our Blefled * 
Lord, as Supreme Governour of his 
Church, call d and ordam'd his Apo- 
files (5), and they ordam'd Dea- 
con, Þresbyters and Biſhops (c), 
but they gave the Power of admit- 
ting all others only to the Bzjhops, 
to whom alſo they only gave Rules 
to direct them in examining and ap- 
proving the Candidates for Holy Or- 
ders (d), and charg d them to Or- 
dain none haſtily; that is, not till 
they had thoroughly try d them (e). 
And ſince there are no ſuch Rules 
in all St. Paul's Epiſtles, but in 
thoſe that are directed to Timothy 


and Titus; it is a plain Demonſtra- | 


tion, that the Holy Apoſtle did in- 
tend, not only the Ordination, but 


(+5) Matth. 10. 1, 2. ch. 28. 19, 20. Mar. z. 14 
(c) Af.6.6.&. 14.23. 2 Tim. 1.6. (4) 1 Tic. 3. 1, 
Cc. In. 1.6, &. () 1 Tim. 3. 22 · i. e. Min i apoms - 
Xue, made in ping d MN dr15 tEemions Y diνε¹ | 


Ita Theophil. in loc. 2 
„ the 


— 
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the Scrutiny and Approbation of a! 
Eccleſtaſtical Officers, ſhould be g. 
ly in the B:ſhop's Power. The Apo- 
fiolical Canons are very exprels, that 
two or three B:ſhops are neceſſary 
to the Conſecrating a Biſhop, and 
one to the Ordamimg a Prieſt and 
Deacon (); Neither of which, as 
Dionyſius oblerves, can be initiated 
without the Biſhops Prayer (g). 
3 *'Tis uncertain how Ancient thele 
Canons are, but Blondel grants that 
they were extant at leaſt in the Third 
Age (5); and the Author of them 
does ſeem to have re.iuc'd into that 
bone Body the former Rules and Cu- 
ſtoms of the Apoffolick Churches. 
The Learned Daze, the great Ha- 
tron of Presbytery, dil acknowledge 
Ordination in St. Cypria;r's time was 
peculiarly the B:ſhop's Right (2): 
So that this Conjejjron of ſo great 


(F) Can. Apoſtol. 1. & 2. (g ) Dionyſ. Eccieſ. Hierar. 
cap. 5. (%) Blonael. Apoleg. pro Hieron. p. 157, (i) Or- 
Ainat ionem Epiſcopalis juris idios fuiſſe in Cyprianics 
peculi Eccleſpa coufitemur. Daille de cult. Lat. Relig · 4ib. 2. 
„5 Cape 13. P. 17. 


_— 
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an Adverſary may excuſe any fur- 
ther Proof for that Age; and if it 
be conſider d, that the Bzſhops down 
from the Holy Apoſtles to St. Cypri- 
an's Days were very poor and perſe- 
cuted, as well as very pious, it can- 


not be thought they ſhould have 2 


ſurp'd any Autbority which was not 


left them by the Holy Apoſtles. And 


tis very evident that thoſe good Pri- 


mitive Biſhops, the great Propaga- 
tors of our Oriſtian Religion, did 
aſſume this Power, and the Preſts, 
Deacons and Laity did yield an en- 


tire Obedience; wherein that the 


one did wrongfully uſurp, and the 
other did or jo comply, 15 neither 


probable nor juſt to ſuppole. 
 Plend. Ion have told me, Philale- 


thes, What is to be efteemid a Lawful 


Call, and what Ordination zs requi- 


fite to inveſt a Man in the Sacred Of- 


fice of the Miniſtry ; Now though we 
Diſſenting Teachers cannot pretend 
to ſuch a Regular Call and Ordina- 
tion, as you have juſt now deſcribed, 

a Me te” 


— 
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yet we do not look upon our ſelves as 
1 Uſurpers of the Miniſterial Function, 
But as true Miniſters, and we are all 
4 of us ſo careful and ſtrict to prevent 
3 * Herefies and Schilms, Errors and 
Impieties from mfectmg or trou- 
bling the Church, by the Raſhneſs 
cf bold Intruders; that we allow 
not thoſe to be Seeds-Men amoneſt us, 
wo extber on one Side ignorantly 
4 pretend to tbe Spirit, or on the other, 
hall dare to deny his Office, or mock 
1 at his Operations. 
Phi]. Theſe are ſpecious Pretences, 
| Pſeudocheus,” yet when they come 
under an impartial Scrutmy, there 
will not appear the leaſt Shadow of 
Truth or Smcerity in them; For III 
may prove, that the Diſſenting 
Teachers, who were Ordam'd by 
Meer rs , are all of them 
Uſurpers of the Miniſterial Office: 
But before I proceed upon that 
Head, I muſt make a few Remarks 
A. J. Vi. Letters, p. 12, 13. . e 


1 
1 
4 


con 


nicau Friar, and the other a Jeſuit, 
but many more in theſe latter 


did Preach in a Presbyterian Conven- | F 
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concerning that great Care and ; 
Stricineſs, which you fo mightily | 
boaſt of, in preventing Herefies and 
Scbiſme, Errors and Impieties from 
inſecting and troubling the urch 
by the Raſhnels of bold Intruders. 


Certainly your Party has but ſmall 


Reaſon to Glory in ſuch Noble Eu- 
deavours ; How ogy ently have 
Diſſenters been impos d upon by Ro- 


maſh Emi arics in their very Conven- 


ticles Not only Faithful Comma *' 
and Thomas Heth. the one a Domi- 


Days have acted the Parts of Diſſent- 
ing Teachers, and Preach'd in your 
Conventicles : That Whitebread and 
Gavan, who were Executed in the 
time of the + $4 Plot, have fre- 
quently Preach' | 


: 

in Comenticles in 1 

Sou bwark, and other Places; and | 
that the fa id Whitebread, alias White, 


2 : Foxes and Firebrands = =. f | 
ticls 


11 1 | a... 
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ticle at Spaldwick near Huntingdon ; 


9 


and that Wright, Morgan and Ire- 
land, who were in Romiſb Orders, 


did Preach in Scotland under the 


2 Notion of Presbyterian Teachers, 


are notorious and vnqueltionable 
Truths. For if a 7eſuzt can bring 


# a Connterfeit Letter of Recommen- 
dation from any remarkable Den- 
ter, or if he does but get a Certiſ- 
cate that he has Preach d in ſuch or 
ſuch Congregations, with their Ap- = 
4 probation, which he is {ure to have, 
if he inveighs againſt Popery, Bi- 
+ ſhops, Ceremonies, Common-Prayer, 


and ſets up for Liberty of Conſci- 
ence, his Buſineſs is inſtantly done, 
and without any further Scrutmy, 


he is admitted to Hold Forth, and 
be is ſtraightway applauded by ſuch 


undiſcerning Auditors for a moſt 
zealous Proteftant, a powerful and 
right Heavenly Man. Whereas the 
Church of England takes Care that 
none be admitted to the Charge of 
Souls, without all the Caution ima- 
. 5 ginable 
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ginable againſt Popery J The Clergy 
of that Church mult take the Oaths 
appointed to be taken by Law; they 


muſt have Teftzmomals from Perſons 


that know them, of their Ability 
and Soundneſs of Judgment, they 
mult ſhew their Letters of Ordma- 
tion, before they are admitted 
to Preich in any unknown Con- 


Teachers had been as great to pre- 
ſerve your People from Error as their 


Endeavours have been to keep them in 
Ignorance, they would have been less 
culpable and pernicious. And why was 
you, Fſeudocheus, ſo treacherous to 


the Souls of your poor deluded Fol- 
lowers, as to prevent any _m 
tion that might have brought them to 
the Knowledge of the Truth? It was 
but lately that a certain Perſon, who 

was 


* 


gregatioan, and they muſt have a 
Licenſe from the Biſhop of the Dio- 
coſe, before they can regularly 
Preach in a Congregation, whereun- 
to by Law they are Inſtituted and 
Inducted. If then the Care of your 


Zoo oe and awd $.. Ss ES 
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vas then one of your own Party, 
I but is now of our Communion, did 
put into your Hands a Book con- 
I taining ſeveral Reaſons againſt Oc- 
4 cafonal Conformity, and thereupon 
did requeſt your Opinion; but you 


＋ 


like a Faithful Paſtor, after you had 
perus d it, return d it to him again 
with this particular Caution, That 
I by no means he muſt ſhew it to any 
1 Perſons of your Congregation. Wag 


I not this, Pſeudocheus, a plain {ym- 


I bolizing with Popery * 
endeavour to keep your Followers 


For you 


I in Tenorance by the ſame Methods 
I the Roniſh Prieſts do theirs. 


* —_— _ - La _—_— 
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Pleud. Come, come, Philalethes, 


4 How will you prove the Diſſenting 
Teachers that were Ordain'd by Meer 
Presbyters fo be Ulurpers of the Mi- 
4 niſterial Office, and that their Or- 
dinations are Invalid and Null? We 
do ſuppoſe * that Presbyters cannot 
4 Regularly admit into the Miniſtry 
5 Mr. J W's Letters, p. 13, 14. | 


* 
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by Ordination; yet it will not follow 
hence, that none ſo admitted are 
true Miniſters, nor that therr Ordi- 
nation zs therefore Invalid and Null. 
For oftentimes / according to that 
old Maxim, Quod fieri non debet, 
factum valet ) That which ought not 
to have been done, as being Irregular, 
yet being done, ought not to be an- 
null d for want of ſome fit Circ um- 
ftances. 

Phi]. Would ever any Man, but 
you, Pſeudocheus, produce this Max- 


im, to prove the Validity of Presby- | 


 terzan Orders? All Antiquity will 
not afford one Inftance of Presby- 
ters making Ordinations without a 


Biſhop ; If any Presbyters did claim 


Pls 

"4 
0. 
* 


2 
* 
"oi 


a Right to Ordam, and did preſume | 


againſt the Rule of the Church in 
that particular, the Church of thoſe F 


times did declare their Ordination 


Null, and thought that Antichriſt | 


Was near at hand, when ſuch new 


and unpreſidented Confuſions were 


permitted to ariſe. What Sentenc? 
ſhall 


> —— . ᷑̃ꝓ !! 
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„ ſhall we think would they have 
| pronounc'd upon Presbiterian Or- 
dinations, when they did not only 
reſcind Orders conferr'd by Bzſhops, 
* againſt the Canons and Eftablifh'd 
Diſciplme of the Church { & but 
in ſome Caſes did Re-ordaim (I/? 
If a conſiderable Party of the Scot- 
ih Laity, diſliking ſome Practices 
of the preſent Kirk, and attempt- 
ing ( as they thought) a purer Re- 
Formation, ſhould take upon them 
to Ordam Paſtors in their ſeparate 
. || Congregations, in oppoſition to the 
1 | receiv'd Diſcipline ſettled in their 
a General Synods, I would appeal to 
J you, or any Teachers in thoſe 
n Churches, Whether you or they held 
ſuch an Ordination valid. This, 
| Pſeudocheus, I take to be your own 


0 | Caſe, and cannot but tell you, that 
not only ſuch as theſe, but all o- 


ther Irregular Ordmat:ons have been 
ever accounted as Nul/ztzes, for 


(ca. Nic.g, 10, 16. Can, Ant.73 (1) Nic. Can, 19 


whach 


() Mun Tus mp awry Neige yrs op Sew JmmzoTs Cal us 
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which ſeveral have been depriv'd of 
Holy Orders, and reduc'd to a L 
Communzon. In the Council of Sar- 
dica, thole Clerks, that were Or- 
dam'd by Muſeus and Eutychianus, 
ut only 
two Grecian Presbyters, were redu- 
ced to the State and Condition of 
Laicks m. The like Decree allo ? 
was made about the Ordination of 
Maximus, a pretended, but no rea! 


who were not Bſbops, 


Biſhop, that the Perſons ſhould be } 


reputed no Clergymen, and all his 
Acts annull'd (2). So it was de- 


termin d in a Synod at Alexandria, 
by the famous Confeſſor Hoſts and 
other Biſbops there aſſembled, That 


| (* Concil. Sardic. Can. 18, 19. Bev. Tom. 1. p. 505; 
S8&c. Concil. Conſt. 2. Can. 4. Bev. T. 1. p. 91. H. lib. 1.9. 


(9) 'Exmaiy ; Tis end vmvoies 54 U ei Symod. Alex- 


and. ap. Athanaſe Apol. 2. 


2 | 


Iſcbyras who was Ordam'd by one 
Cullut bus a Meer Presbytcr, ſhould 
be depriv'd of that Degree to which 
he had falſly pretended (o), for 

( lay they) ſince Colluthus died but 


5. 
+ 


9. 


A 


2 | 


Prayers over them, and r 
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a Presbyter, all his Ordinat ions are 
void /p). The Council of Hiſpa- 
li degraded a Prieft and two Dea- 
cons for this only Reaſon; Becauſe 


| the Biſhop of Agabra being afflicted 


with Sore Eyes, and having ſome 
preſented to him to be Ordain d 
Presbyters and Deacons, did only 
lay his Hands upon them, ſuffering 
a Presbyter that ſtood by to " the 
the 
Words of Ordination { q). This 
being conſiderd in the aforeſaid 
Council, upon Mature Deliberation 


it was thus determin'd. Firſt, The 


Presbyter that aſſiſted, for his Bold- 
nels and Preſumption, he had been 
ſubject to the Council's Cenſure, but 
that he was before Deceasd : Nexr, 
The Presbyter and Deacons, who 
were lo Ordam'd, ſhould be actual- 
ly 2 ed from all Sacred Orders; 
concluding thus, Tales enim merits 
judicati ſunt removend:, quia prav? 
nnn, 

= in- 


ftances to clear the Truth of what J 


— 
— P 
* 
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inbenti ſunt conflituti; that they 


were worthily adjudg d to loſe their 
Orders, which they had wrongful- 
lv receiv'd. So little Influence had 
the Presbyters in the Eſſential 
Parts of Ordimation, as that their 
bare Reading of the Words (though 


requird to it by the Biſhop) was 


adjudg'd enough, not only to make 
them liable to the Church's Cenſure, 
but allo for their Sakes to make 
void the Acizon. I could produce 


other Examples of this Nature, but 
theſe may ſuffice ro let you lee, 


what were the Effects of ſuch Irre- 


gular Ordmations, they were ac- 
counted as Mullities, tho perform'd 
by thoſe who were in Sacred Or- 


ders. | 
Pleud. * I could give you many In- 


have before aſſerted, but I ſhall con- 
tent my ſelf at preſent with this one, 
which is ad Hominem and cloſe to 
Ir. 7. s Letters, p. 14. HS 5 


\ the 
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the purpoſe. Lay-men have not 
Power to Baptize. Now tho you 
efteem us, who were not Ordain'd by 
| Diocelans, fo be no true Miniſters 
: but Lay-men: Tet you do not Re-Bap- 
tize any of thoſe who had been Bap 
tized by us, but admit them to the _ 
Lord's-Supper , without qu ſtioning 
their former Baptiſm as Invalid. If 
' you ſay that Lay-men have Power to 
Baptize; prove that, and by the 
ſame yea much ſtronger ) Reaſons 
I will prove, that Presbyters have 
Power to Ordain. 
Phil. Indeed your groſs Ignorance 
requires much Pity and Compaſſion. 
Don't you know that no Perſon 
may preſume to Baptize, unleſs he 
is a lawful Miniſter? For Chriſt 
gave this Commiſſion only to his Apo- 
tles, to their lawful Succeſſors, and 
| to all others Ordam d by them; and |} 
he join d the Office of Preaching to f 
it: So that wrordam'd Perſons may f 
as well preſume to Preach as to 
.C 2 Bap- 


 Laicks, or by Women, 


20 Ordmation by Meer Presbyters 


Baptize (r ). And therefore the 
Church of old forbad Women to 
Baptize, and Epipbanins did ac- 
count it ridiculous in Marcion and 
his Followers to permit Women to 
do this Office (S); and our Church 


requires it to be done by a la f 


AMmiſter. Tis certainly a moſt hor- 
rid Preſumption for a Lay-man to 
invade the — Office with- 
out any Cmmiſion; and as to the 
Pretence that an Infant may be in 
danger, I do verily believe the In- 
fant may be as Safe upon the Stock 


of God's Mercy without any Bap- | 


tiſm, as with a Baptiſm, which is 
not commanded by God, and to 
which he has made no Promiſes. 
But the Reaſon why Baptiſm by 


molt commonly practisd in the 
Roman Church, is not eſteem d Null 
by us, nor is repeated, is this; Be- 


| (r) Petnlania autew Mulicri qua nſurpevit decere, non 
etiam tingendi jus ſibi pariet, Tert, de Bapt. cap. 17. 


( 5) Epiphan, Panar. lig. 1. Tom, 3. færeſ. 42. 


cauſe 


uch as is 


3 +7 WG WW 3 A 


— 


— 
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cauſe we make a Difference between 
what is Eſſential to a Sacramænt 
and what is requiſite in the Pe 
lar way of uſing it. None can d 
this among us, but thoſe who 


ueſtion the whole Chriſtianity 


qr e Roman Church, where the . 
wider do generally Baptzze : But i 
this invalidates the Baptiſm, then 


we muſt queſtion all that is done a- 
mong them: For Perſons ſo Bapt:- 


Zed, if their Baptiſm is void, are 
neither truly Ordain d, nor capable 
of any other Act of Chuych-Commu- 
nion. Therefore Mens being in Or- 
ders, or their being duly Ordam'd 
is not neceſſary to the Eſſence: of 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm, but only 
to the Regularity of its Adminiſtra- 


tion: And ſo the want of it dues 
not void it, but does prove ſuch 


Men to be under great Defects and 

Diſorders in their Conſtitution. And 
- agreeable to this was the Senſe 2 | 
the Ancient Chruch, which did poſt 
| tively condemn the repeating of 


222 Bap- 
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Baptiſin t), provided the Perſon 


was Baptized in the Name of the Fa- | 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 
And when the Council of Nice, 


Can. 19. St. Cyprian and Tertullian 
{ſpeak of Re-haptiaing thole who had 


been Baptizd by Hereticks, it was 
becauſe they eſteem d their Baptiſm 
void and null /# }), when not Ad- 
miniſtred in the Name of the Holy 


Trinity according to our Bleſſed Sa- 
v:our's Appointment. So that Bap- 


tiſm is no fit Preſcription for other 


Clersy-Offices, for the Effect does 
wholly depend on the Sacrament, 
that 1s, on the Matter and Words 
thereof rightly apply'd, not on the 


Autbority, or Power of him who 


conferreth it; and ſuch Baptiſm is 


valid and unalterable, when done 
by any Perſon, tho' there was no 


neceſſity for ſuch an Adminittrati- 
on. Thus I have Invalidated your 


trifling Inſtance, and have given you 


-— 


letan, ( « ) Tertul, de Bayt: cap. 15, 


(t) Concil. 1, Carthag. Can. 1. Au. 330. item Council. 3. Ta | 


the 


wp ——— —————ů — 5 * 
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that it was neceſſary to the Eſſe or 


8 
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the true Senſe of the moſt Learned 


Divines upon this Point, of which 
before (I find) you was utterly 12- 
norant. 

Pleud. * Ion are of a different Opr- 
nion from the old Epiſcopal Divines, 
many of which were Biſhops; aud 
tho they judę d Ordination by Dio- 
ceſans to be moſt Regular, and te 
tend to the Bene eſſe, the Well· being 
of the Miniſtry ; yet they did not fall 
into that Dotage, which has of late 
prevailid among ſome, to Dream, 
very Being of the Miniſtry. This I 
am ſo well aſſur'd of, that I can (and 
will if it be needful produce a 
Cloud of Witneſſes from the Wri- 
tings of thoſe, that were umque ſtiona- 


bly Epiſcopal in their Judgment and 


Practice. 


Phil. Theſe Divines, Pſeudocheus, 


whom you ſpeak of, had one Heart 


for Old England and another for 
* Mr. J. #”s Letters, 5. 14. - db 


C 4 „ 
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New ; Theſe were the Men that by 
their lame and partial Conformity 
did very much contribute to the 


Growth of Faclion ſince the Church's | 


| Reſtauration, for People _ readi- 

ly concluded, that certainly there 
muſt be ſomething that is very ill in 
our Mor ſbip and Ceremonzes, other- 


5 : _ 


wile {uch Men as were under the | 


Obligations of Oaths and Subſcrip- 
tions would have ſhew'd their Li- 


king and Aſſent to them by a more 


regular Conformity: Theſe were 


a fort of Men that knew how to | 


comply with weak and tender Con- 
ſciences, tho it was againſt the Senſe 
of their own; Theſe could give the 


ing or kneeling; Theſe could Bap- 
t:2e with the Sen of the oay 5, Or 


without it; Theſe could viſit the 
Sick with the Church's Prayers or 
their own, as the Perſon was in- 
clined; Thele were the Men that 
haye been always applauded by your 
Party, and by ſuch you have ever 

oh 4 


Holy Sacrament to any either ſtand- 


— — — * _— * T ** 


| Walls, that can betray us unfuſpected. 


rious Names of Moderation, Doſe cre- 
tion and Prudence, yet they will 


— 
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2 expected to compaſs your Deſigns; 


and certainly there is no ſuch dan- 
gerous Enemy, as one within our own 


And tho' the like Men may acquire 
from ſuch as vou thole fine and cu- 


ne- 
ver ſerve the Intereſt of our Holy 


RNeligion, or ſecure the Honour and 


Safet * of the Engliſh Churc 5; For 


when ſuch Perſons give Example and 


Encouragement to cthers to break 


4 
[9 
5 


the Church's Laws , and to contemn 
her 8 no wonder then, that 


7 ce and Faction does appear ſo In ſo- 


ent and ſo Daring. 


Pleud. Pray, Philalethes, wave 


Izhat Topick, and let me bear how 
von will prove that Meer Presby ters 


have no Power to admit into the Mi- 


niſtry by Impoſition of Hands in 
Ordination. 


Phil. Iwill prove it clearly from 


the Holy Scriptures, which do not 
afford one Inſtance, that Meer Preſ- 


byters 


— = — 
— — — 
— = — 
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byters did ever admit into the Mi- 
mſtry by Im poſition of Hands. For 
the firit Ordination that we meet 
with in the Holy Scriptures, is that of 
thoſe S n, commonly call d Deacons, | 
And there we find no Hands impo- 


ſed but thoſe of the Holy Apoſtles. 


Act. 6. 
Plend. * Hold, Philalethes, thus 
Inſtance of the Apoſiles Ordaining 


Deacons, well not be ſufficient to 
prove, that Presbyters may not Or- 


dain. — 

For, 1. The Apoſtles / as far os 
appears by the Context were the 
only Church-Otiicers then preſent at 


ferutalem ; and therefore no wonder 


that the Apoſtles only are mention] 
to have laid on their Hands, when | 
either they muſt do it, or it could not 
then be done at all. 5 

2. Tho the Apoſtles only Ordaind 
the Seven Deacons, yet Timothy 
was Ordain'd by Presbyters *, as the 


= * 7. W's Letters, p. 15, 16+ * Pleudocheus contradicta 


himſelf, p. 34. 5 
Scri- F 


SS. 5 —_ 


— 
— 
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i Scripture teſtifies, 1 Tim. 4-14. From 
' whence I argue thus a Majore. Thoſe 
' that habe Power to Ordain an Evan- 
un who 15 an higher Officer) 


ave Power much more to Ordain a 


Presbyter: { who i an inferior Offi- 
cer) But Presbyters have Power fo 
Ordain an Evangeliſt, therefore they 
have Power to Ordain Presbyters. 


3. The Apoſtles Having Ordain'd 


the Deacons at ſeruſalem, is no Ar- 
gument that none but Apoſtles may do 


this Work. For we Read in Acts 13. 


T,2, 3. That Barnabas and Paul re- 


cewy'd Impoſition of Hands from 


| Presbyters without Apoſtles. © The 
Words of the Text are theſe, Now 


there were in the Church that was 
at Antioch, certain Prophets and 
Teachers, as Barnabas and Simeon 
as they miniſtred to the Lord 


and faſted, the Holy Choſt ſaid, 


Separate now unto me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work whereunto I have 
called them. And when they had 
faſted and praved, and laid their 

5 hands 
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hands on them 3 they {ent them * 


8 = 
way. From whence it is apparent, 


that thoſe who laid Hands on Barna- 


bas and Paul, were Presbyters, the 


erdmary Paſtors or Teachers of that 
Church, which was at Antioch. 5 
that this is a ſure Argument from 
this Place, If Presbyters might lay 


their Hands on Apoſtles themſelves, | | 


then they may lay their Hands on 
Presbyters much more: But the An- 


tecedent zs true, therefore the Con- 

ſequent. 1 

Phil. What ſtrange Conjectures are | 

theſe, Pſeudocheus, that have not 

one Text to ſupport them in all 

the =o Scriptures You ſay, that 
9 


the Holy Apoſiles (as far as appears 
by the Context) were the only 
Church-Officers then preſent at Je- 
ruſalem; and therefore no wonder, 


that the Apoſtles are only mention d 
to have laid on their Hands, when 


either they muſt do it, or it could 
not be then done at all. Tis certainly 
true, ¶ſeudocheus, that the Holy 


1 
1 


ao” ar 


Prov'd Void and Null. 29 


'! Apoſtles were the only Church-Offi- 
' cers that had the Power of Ordam- 
ins the Seven Deacons ; for the Se- 
veny Diſciples that were preſent 
at their Ordination, would not u- 
ſurp any Authority whereunto they 
were not Commiſion d by the 
Holy Jeſus; and that Commiſſion 
which they did receive, was not 


Temporary, and ſuch as preſently 


expir d, but was Durable and for 
Term of Life: For we find that 
when St. Peter ſtood up in the midſt 


of the Diſciples, the Number of the 


e At ammo. 4 


Names / i. e. the Perſons) together 
were an Hundred and Twenty, and 


among theſe were the Seventy as 


well as the Eleven, Acts 1. 15. (w). 
Again of the Number of thele Se- 


venty Diſciples were St. Matthias 


and St. Barnabas (x), who ſtood 
| Competitors for the Apoſtleſhip, 
from which Judas by Tranſgreſſion 


( Vid. Lightfin ke. ( x ) Ewſeb. Hi. libn.can. & 
lib. 2. c. 9. F Hereſ. 20. Hieron, de 2. Eccleſ. in 


| Matth. Vid. henezm lib. 4. c. 63. Tertul. de Preſcript. 


fell, 


& 
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fell, and the Lot falling upon St. 


Matthias, he was cholen from the 
Inferior into the Superior Order, 
Acts 1. 26. Then allo thole Jeruſa- 


lem-Elders (i. c. à Tho&mps Priefts) 


ſo frequently mention d in that firſt 
General Council there held (y) were 


no other than ſome of the Seventy 
| Diſciples, Acts 15. 2, 4,6, 22. Now 


all theſe had no other Commiſſion 
than what they before recerv'd from 
our Bleſſed Savzour, of which they 


were ſtill fully poſſeſs d, and were 


preſent at the Ordination of the Se- 
ven Deacons, but had no Power to 


Orqdain them. 


2. You ſay, Tho the Holy Apo- 
6e {tles only Ordain'd the Seven Dea- 
* cons, yet Timothy was Ordain'd 
« by Presbyters, as the Scripture te- 
« flifies, 1 Tim- 4. 14. Who, but 
Pſeudocheus, or ſuch another, would 
ever have ſaid ſo? The Scripture 


5) Theſe are call d Presbyters in the Greek Originals, 
which being often rendred Seniores in the Vulgar Latin, oc- 
cafion'd or firſt Tranſlators to call them Elders: 


wh  _* robe, A Loo „ GS and of Ya. a au nnracC Re QHxw xwxeÞw. vocxAAA_A__A_,,++T Hz _ _.._z 


teſti- 
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teſtifies no ſuch thine, it does not. 
| fay that he was Ordam'd by Presby- 
| ters, but by the Presbytery ; of 
which St. 2 vras the Chief, and 
by the Impoſition of his Hands (with 
the Hands of other Biſhops) vras he 
Ordam d. As in 2 2 155. 1. 6. Me re- 
ore I put thee in remembrance, that 

thou tir up the gift of God which is 
in thee, by the putting on of my 
| Hands. But that you may better 
know the meanins cf this Word 
Presbytery, take this Information. 
The Word TerEurew, Presbytery, is 
only, us d three times in the New Te- 
ſtament; Firſt in St. Luke 22. 66. 
where we render it the Elders of 
the People; but it is in the Orig 
nal the Presbytery of the People. 
The ſecond Place is in Acts 22. 
5. Where we read all the Eſtate 
of the Elders , „ the Word is the 
lame, Theofurtpur, the whole Presby- 
tery. Now the third Place is in 
: Tam. 4. 14. Neglect not the Gift 
| that is in thee, which was given thee 


by 


— 
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7 Prophecy, with the Laymg on of 
the Hands of the Presbytery. In the 
two firſt Places Presbytery is taken | 
for the Magiſtrates or Senate of the | 
People of the Jews, no Chriſtian Or- 
der ; then from the uſe of the Word |. 
in other Places, it cannot be thought | 
that this Place ſhould particularize þÞ 

this lower Order, as you fancy, | 
ſince there is no Place to parallel it: 
But becauſe Presbytery doth ſigni fie 
an Eccleſiaſtical Order in the Mini- 
ry, therefore this Presbytery ſhould F 
do ſo likewiſe : but in as la rge a Senſe | 
as Presbyter, and not in a more re- 
ftram'd Senſe. Now Presbyter takes | 
in its Latitude the whole Order of | 
Prieſthood, both Biſbop and Presby- 
ter: So that this Place muſt be un- 
derſtood according to the Judgment 
of thele Ancient Fathers, St. Chry- 
ſoſtom, 1 Theodoret and 
others, who laid that the Presby- 
tery here mentioned, was not a | 
 Presbytery of the Inferior Order, 
but of that Rank of Presbyter: | 

5 which 
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which we term Biſhops (2). Thus 
l have prov'd that Tzmotby was not 
Ordam d by Meer Presvyters, and 
| {hall next conſider vour Argument 
a Mapore, which is this. Thoſe 


|. x that have Power to Ordam an 
| © Evangeliſt, (who is an higher 
*© Officer) have Power much more 
do Ordam a Presbyter : (who is 
Can inferior Officer) But es- 
8 * ters have Power to Ordam an 
Y '** Evangeliſt, Therefore they have 
11 © Power to Ordam Presbyters.” 
»- | Your Minor I deny, Presbyters ne- 
ver had any Power to Ordam Evan- 


geliſts, for they were Perlons choſen 
by the Holy Apoſtles to Preach the 
- Goſpel to ſuch as formerly had not 
heard of it; at leaſt, to ſuch as had 
t | y<ct reliſted the Light of it, and were 
„- not converted by it (a): Their 
Rank in the Church was after the 

(= ) The Greek Fathers and the Ethiopick Verſion 7 
Tay that theſe were Biſhops, who join d with St. Paul in ma- 
king Timcthy 4 Biſhop. Ou mze? ap:oBurtpar x El vd ha, 
G ret 6#7x07v. Chryſoſt. & Theoph. in 1 Tim. 4. 14. 


Impoſitione manumm Fpiſcoporum. Verſ. Ethiopic. (4) Eu- 
Jeb. Hift, Eccleſ. l. 3 c. 37. | 
D Afpce- 


— 
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Apoſtles and Prophets, and before 
the Paſtors and Teachers. And he 
gave lome, Apoſtles : and ſome Pro- 
phets : and {ome, Eyangeliſls: and 
_ Paflors and Teachers: F hib. 4. 
1. (5) They difterd from Poſtors 
nk in this, that thoſe were Statio- 
nary, had a fixd and ſettled Reſt- 
dence in Churches already planted; 
theie were Itincrant, and went up 
and down to impart the Holy Go- 
pol, according to their Inſtructions 
Teceiv'd from the Apoſtles ; In ſhort, 
their Office was twofold, to Write, 
as well as to Preach, which being 
Extraordinarv, expir d with the Ho- 
ly Apoſtles. Here you lee what an 
Evangeliſt was, but why Timothy is 
{aid to be only fuch, I cannot con- 
ceive; That Text | in 2 Iim. 4. 5. will 
not Prove him an Evangeliſt, and 
o does not {upport your drown- 
ing Cauſe; The Words are theſe - 
| 27 ung FTaν”e u, Do the Work, 


(% Some par! of the Flies of the firſt Three was Ex- 


traordinary and Temporary; In what wat Ordinary and Per- 
pet ual Bi * do Succeed, 


10t 
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not the Office of an Evan: geliſt. And 


what's that? You may ee it im- 


mediately going before, verſ. 2. 


fon, out of ſeaſon , reprove, rebuke, 
exbort with all long -ſufferme, and 


doctrine. And if this be the Vork“ 


of an Evangelist, which St. Paul 
would have Timctby to do, vzz. To 
Preach, to be mst ant in ſeaſon, and 
out of ſeaſon, Sc. tis certainly the 
Work of a Biſhop, who ought to per- 
form all this. But truly, Pſeudo- 


cheus, I do very muck wonder, f 


that in your Jevelling Humour you 
did not reduce "© Hg to a Deacon, 


for the next Words that follow, are 
thele, ver. 5. Thy AAN Y SAncgplemoay 


Fulfi] thy Deaconſhip : So that you 


might as well have call'd him a Deas 


con, as an Evangel:si. 
But now vour third Conſiderati- 
on, Pſcudocheus, is wonderfully ſur- 
I brille The AroStles ( you lay ) 
having Or dau the Deacons at Je- 
goon? 


ruſalem, is 


. but Apoitles may + this Work. For 
D 2 „ 


Preach the Wi ord, be infant in ſea- 


rgument that none 


J N 


— 
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we read ( you tell us) in Acts 13. 
1,2, 3. That Barnabas and Paul 
receivd Impoſfitzon of Hands from 
Presbyters without Aportles. The 
Words of the Text are theſe, Now 
there were in the Church that was 
at Antioch, certam Prophets and 
IJcachæers; as Parnabas, and Simeon 
that was called Niger, &c. (c) ob- 
lerve the Words, thele are call'd 
Prophets and Teachers, and there is 
no mention of Presbytcrs in the 
whole Chapter; St. Mark the Fran- 
gelist was then preſent with them, 
but we do not find that he was any 
way concern'd in this Impoſfitzon of 
Hands. Acts 12. 25. & Acts 13. 5. 
Thele Prophets then were not {uch 
as Agabus, and the Daughters of 
Philip the Foangehist, but they were 
Prophets of extraordinary Predicti- 
on, next to Apoſtles, Eph. 4. 11. 
Such as Epaphroditus, and Barna- 


(c) Theſe were common Maxim: ameng the Jews, 


Quicquid Prophetz prædixerunt, poſſent facere, & Prophe- 


ta omnia poteſt. 


bas. 
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has, and St. Paul himtelt (4. And 


although St. Paul had his mm, ute 


Call by yeſus Crit (e), and St. 
Barnabas was one of the Seventy 
Diſciples ), vet it was by theic 
Prophets at Antioch that they hay 


their Ordination to the Apotleſbih, 


J Cj 
tor hefore this they were not cail'a 
Apostles (g), but are prefentiv at- 
rerwards, Acts 14.4, 14. This then 
was an extraordimary Call, and 'twas 
done by extraordinary Moans and 


Minidlers; not by Presbyters, as 


vou ſhamefully aſſert, but by Pro- 


phets, even Sanicon, Lucius and Ma- 


— — — — 


—ññ——— —P—J—ö— — 


au) Cal. ig. Earn d, A Phil, 2. 25. 

(e) Cal. 1. 1. A9. (f ) K. Barnabas had no new Or- 
dination from the Holy Apoſtles, when he Preach'd to the 
Chriſtiazs at Antioch, Acts 11. 23, 26. for he did it by Vir- 
tue of that Commiſſion he receiv d from our Bleſſed 
Saviour, when he was made one of the Seventy Diſciples. 
(g) Tho Simeon, Lucius and Manaen did lay their Hands 
upon St. Paul and St. Barnabas, et they receiv'd their Ordi- 
nation to the Apoſtleſhip, 4 Jam 3; arvue]G, rather 
by the Holy Ghoſt : And that they had not the Apoſtleſhip 
before, is manifeſt by what follow'd after; For we do not find 


in all the Story of their Afts, that either they Ordain'd Prel- + 


byters, or gave the Holy Ghoſt, or wrovght any Miracles, 
which were the Signs of their Apoſtleſhip, before this Solemn 
Ordination,  Impolition of the Hands of the afereſetid three 
Frophets ; as afterwards we find they did in ſeveral Places 
bat Bock, Vid. Chryſoſtom. Hom. 20. in Act. 


3 en! 
* 


<IE 


X 
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naen: Therefore in all this we may 
aftirm with St. Chryſostom, Js 82 
ers my D 130 uaw, that of all the 
things which did befal St. Paul in 
his whole Focation, there was no- 
thing Ordinary, but every part was 
acted by the Hand of God. So 
that I deny this Argument which 
vou draw from Acts 13. 1, 2, 3. 
 Presbyters (ay you) might lay 
their Hands on Apostles themſelves, 
therefore they may lay their Hands 
on Presbyters much more. Here 
vour Antocedent is falſe, and there- 
tore the Conſequent : For this Pow- | 
er of Impoſfiton of Hands in Ord:- 

nation was fix d upon the Holy Apo- 
Nes and Apostolick Men (O), and was 
never communicated to the Seventy 
Diſciples or Presbyters; for the A. 
poxtles and Apostolickh Men did ſo 
de Facto, and were commanded ſo 
to do, and the Seventy and the 
Presbyters never did ſo; therefore 


74 ( A ) {They ne 2 rophets, who are her e cali d Apoſtolick | 
Szen. | 


* 
— — 
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3 UN 5 3 J 
this Office of the Apostleſhip is di- 
itinct, and Superior to that of Preſ- 


ters; and this Diſtinction mult be 


10 continu'd to all Ages of the Ori- 
ſftzan Church, for the thing was not 
Temporary, but .product:cc of Iſſue 
and Succeſſion even to the end of 
the World. 33 

Pleud. Pray, Philalethes, which 
15 the next Ordination that you meet 
with in the Holy Scriptures ? 

Phil. The next Ordination, Pſcu: 
docheus, is that of Presbyters in 
Act. 14. 23. and this was by St. Paut 
and St. Barnabas, without the Ali 
ftance of any Presbyters of thoſe 
Times,or the Suffrage of the People. 

Pleud. Pray, Sr, permit mc to 
$20 you my Explication of that Text. 
Ihe Word which we render there 
[| Ordain'd |] ic zn the Original Greet 
Xi g)rioasles, which primarily fiemfics = 
. Suftragus creare, or to chooſe +» 
Votes; which was uſually done by 

* Mr. 7. Vs Letters, p. 17. F 


Ds. - - mn 
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ſtretching out of the Hand, and is 
the Action of the People. Whereas 
the Action of the Ordainers 15 call d 
X-.c:5:7:2, or laying on of the Hands. 
reer, I grant, that the Impoſi- 
tin of the Apoſtles Hands concurr d 
% the Peoples Choice, in Ordain- 
11s thoſe Elders in every Church 
action in the Text. 
FP{/, If you had a little more con- 
vers with the Critics, Sir, you 


woutt have found that Nee, 


wich in Act. 14. 23. is tranſlated 
 Ordamd, is a Phraſe of Speech, 
e n. borrow d from an Ancient 
Creek Cuſtom of ſtretching forth the 
Hand in a Voting F Buſmeſſes, and 
tis applv'd to God himſelf touching 
his forc-eternal Choice of the Apo- 
ſtles to be Witneſſes of the Holy Goſ- 


bel, Act. 10. 41. where it cannot 


pollibly be taken in its natzve Senſe, 


as it denotes a chooſmg by Suffrage, 
no more than ννανα Er, in the E- 


lection of St. Matthias by La, which 


- 


15 rendred, be wan mimbred with 
the 


ö 
2 
4 


La 
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the Elecen Apoſtles, | Att. I. 26. For 


among the Heathen, their Pracſts 


and Magiftrates w ere eligible by 
Lots (1), as well as by Poic es, the 
Pr 70% elpecially, faith Arillotle, 


el. Z 4. c. 35. This Word then 


does * ſimply ſignite an Impoſiton 


or Laying on of Hands; for that the 


Holy Ghoſt commonly expreſſeth i in 
other Terms, as xπαε , "Emirzic x= 


Xl, AG. 6. 8 1 Im. 4. 14. 2 Tim. 


1. 6. But it beſpeaks the whole com- 
pound Act = of both Elcct:- 


on and Ordmation together; and is 
the ſame with Krasse Tit. 1. 5. Ze- 
nerally to Order or Appomt, whe- 
ther k Suffraze or without, and 
ſo tis frequently us'd in Claſſic Au- 


thors, (even Cottaneous with St. 


Luke, or before him,) as Learned 
Mr. Selden has by molt pregnant 
| Inſtances at large you d it to my 


Hand, De Synedr, I. c. 14. Now]¾ 


(i) Heradet, J. 3. c. 8 3. Demoſt b. contra Near. Abſchin 


n Orat. contra Cieſ phont, Tac, Annal, l. 1, c. 11. a 7. 
C; 6. Oc. 


this 


42 Ordination by Meer Presbyters 


this is an Act that 1s all along 1n 
Scripturs ſolely aicrib'd to the chief 
Governors of the Church, as in the 
aforeſaid Text, Act. 14. 23. will ve- 
ry eaſily appear, if we conſider but 
the Context, or Grammatical Syn- 
taxis of the Words; And when they 
had Ordaumd them Elders, &c. what 
they? They who came from Derbe, 
v. 20. Return'd thence to Lyſtra, 
Iconium and Antioch, b. 21. And 
theic were none other than St. Ful 
and St. Barnabas. So that here is 
no Mention, or the leaſt Intimation 
of the Peoples jozue Concurrence in 
the Action. And truly I do not find 
in all the Holy Scripture any Foot- 
iteps of either Right or Fact as to 
Popular Elections. © For after our 
c Bleffed Saviour did enter upon his 
Miniſtry, (ſaith Dr. Comber* ) he 
** chole his Apoſites and the Seventy 
'* Diſciples himſelf; and tis plain 
** he gave his Apoſtles. power to 


— 


„ 


7 — 


Dr. Camber, Vol. 2. p. 207. 


chute 


ws. > Yoon. co. 


ec 


—— 
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© chuſe and Ordam others, and left 
© no manner of Intimation, that 
| © the People ſhould have anv 
| © tort of Right herein. Then thoſe 
© Hundred and Twentv, who ap- 


| (4 


pointed two Cmdidatcs for the 


© vacant Place of Judas, and left 


© the Choice, by Lot to God (&), 


cc 


were not all the Believers, but 


© the Apoſtolical College of Paſtors 
© (1), which conſiſted of the Apo- 
* ſtles and Seventy Diſciples, and 


© about thirty eight more of the 
** principal Diſciples fitted for the 
Miuiſtries of the Church, as a ve- 
ry Learned Divine hath prov'd 


m). "Twas the Holy Ghoſt that 
© chole St. Paul and St. Barnabas 


FT of 


u). And by the ſame Spzrit 
were the Apoſtles only guided in 


© chooſing Biſbops for their fixed 


cc 


Succeſſors (o, they had a pecu- 


( k ) Solent, que forte dant ur, dici divinit is dari. Aug. 
Gen. ad lit. I. 1. c. 18. (1) At. 1. 23, 26. ( Dr. Lighii- 
foot's Works, Tom. 1. p. 744. Cr. & p. 278. () At. 13 
"H A 3. (0) 1 Tim, 1. 18, vid. Pair, citat. 4 Crot. 
in lac. 8 


& lar 


— 
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Cc 


har Gift of diſcerning Spirits. 
and krew wio were Ftteſt for 


(c 


Cc fuch Ofices 9705 they gave 


ERules to the Biſto, DS, Timothy: and 
& Titus, what fort ot Perlons ther 
| 25 11 choc 110 tlie Miniſtry 
(0), therefore they then only 
by Tad a Reet to El: ct. The Peo- 
ples part Tal d by St. Pant F 
being no more but only to de- 
clare them blamele , as Ilatneſſes 
of their Converſation: And cer- 
tumnly 0 long 48 the Holy Apo- 


ap din. 'y Inſpiration 1t had 


f bend the higheſs Pi ſiumption tor 
the People to meddle any further 
in Leclicus than to applaud their 
A 55 Ihus you fec'twas the Sprrt 
of Gad in thoſe Times,which did de- 
lign and mark out the Men, that 
God imended ro employ in his Holy 

Mfr v. The Words of St. Pail 


_(p) 1 Cor, 12. 10. (9 ) Via. Theoph. Pref. ad 1 Ep. ad 
Tim. © as Epiſt. ad Tit, Te A. 20» 28. Over which 


the Hol) Ghoſt fat made yu Over ſeers, not the People. 


CE 


10 


© Av 


UT — :: ͤͤꝶö«— 2 — — — 
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6 


to Timothy make this very clear, 
where it is aid, Neglect not the Gift 
that is in thee, which was given thee 
by Propbefie, Gc. 1 Tim. 4. 14. and 
that there went ſome Prophefics be- 
fore concerning I zmothy, youll find 
in 1 Tim. f. 18. And St. Chryſofionm 
oblerves upon theie Words, that in 
thole times 473 Pcprlins yum bi fegt, 
the Prieſts and Aſiniſters of God 
were made by Prophefic, that is, 
{faith he, 75 78 42? ae, by the 
| Holy Ghoſt, and finally gloſling on 
theſe Words, he does thus exprels it; 
O Oetz t d jẽ% God, ſaith he, did 
elect thee to this weighty Charge, he 
hath committed no fmall part of 
his Church unto thee, * due ο 1439+ 
vas Jh no Mortal Man had any 
hand in that Deſignation; and there- 
fore take thou heed that thou dil- 
grace not, nor diſhonour ſo divine 
a Calling. Qryſoſt. Hom. 5. in 1. ad 
Tm. c. 1. The main Arguments for 
Popular Elections, are ſome miſta- 
ken Paſſages of St. Cyprian. And ow 
renis 


\ 


I» 
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this Holy Father ſometimes did uſe 
to conſult with the Prieſts, Den- 
cons, and People in Ordaming to 
the lower Dc recs, vet the Reaſon 
was this, that he might weigh every 

ones Me rute and Manners by their 
Common Ado; ce (r): © Bur to ſhew 
© this gave them no Right to Elect, 

<« (ſaith Dr. Comber * 5 he there 
© ſpeaks of one that he Ordaim d 
e privately, becauſe he knew the 
1 bkerſon was wort hy (5), and his 
© next Epiſtle preſents us with a 
© ike dal (t): Now it is not 
* likely, this ſtrict Father and Holy 
e Martyr would have choſen Mew 
into 4 Clergy, without the Peo- 
8 ple, if they had a Right to Elect. 
r "I 8 great Wonder, that 
Mien to gratifie a Party, ſhould 
* {uppole that Chrift, or his 
" © Apoſiles were the Authors of a 

* thing ſo naturally tending to di- 


La) 


795 Klemur dog ante con ſulere, c. Sv. Ep. 3 6+ 
Dr. Camber, Vol. 2. p. 210. (4) Obr. ev, 5 


(t) pr. ep. 34 F. 80. . 35, b. $4. ; 
c“ vide 


— 


— 


Prob d Void and Null. 47 


vide and diſgrace the Church, and 
lo manifeſtly the cauſe of Confuſion: 
and every evil Work: "Tis well 
known the Generality of the Peo- 
ple are ſuch ancompetent Judges, 
that if they had ſuch a Right, the 
molt Votes would commonly fall 
on the worſt Men (1), an empty, 
cunning and plauſible Hypocrite 
would eafily get more Suffrages 
among the Mob, than the moſt 
knowmg, humble and holy Men, 
who leaſt ſeek the Honour they 
moſt delerve”. 

Pleud. Tow need not ſay any more 
concerning Popular Elections; nor 
will T rrouble you any further at this 
time about the Ordination of Ti- 
mothy; is true, I did ſay that he 
was Ordain'd by Presbyters *, but 
now, I confeſs, I am mclin'd t: 
hin that be was Ordain'd by the 


Hands of the Apoſtle Paul,z Tim. 1.6. 


(u) Sab x ide 1947 peDνι,go - 5 ,. Py- 
thag. ap. Stobzum. * See Letter: concermng the Ordinati- 
on y Presbyters, % 7. Mp. 18. 


yet 
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vct will not this at all belp tour 
Cite, nor proce, that the Ordina- 
tion perform'd by a Presbytery is in. 
fuß Czcnht. 
Fil. An Ordmation that is per- 
form d by ſuch a Presbytery, as 1s 
mention dd in 1 Tm. 4. 14. is truly 
ſufficient; for the Presbytery there 
{poken of, as I told vou before, was 
not a P. eabytcry of the Inf rior 
Order, but of that Rank of Presby- 
ters which we term Biſhops. And 
tis certainly true, that the Presby- 
ters luying on of Hands only, wad 
always with a Biſhop, cannot imply 
their having any direct Power in 
Ordmation, "but only their Agrce- 
ment to the Election teſtify d by 
their public Concurrence in this Act 
of their Solemn Admiſſion. 

Pſcud. Szy you ſo, Sir? I defire 
then you would pleaſe to anſwer 
theſe Quejizons. 

1. Whether a Biſhop may delegate 
this Power of lay! ing on Hands wit / 

. hm! 


a9 
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him in Ordination to 4 Lax mun, or 
only to a Presbyter * ? The r you 
ws not ſay, I an confident for 


you know what world follow from 


that Conceſſion. But if you ſay the 
Second, viz. That this Power can be 
delegated only to a Presbyter, Then I 
4 agam, 

2. What Reaſon can be giten why 
a Presbyter only may lay on Hands 
with the Biſhop, waleſs it be a Work 
belonging to his Othce, as well as to 


the Biſhop's! For of it belong to ham 


only by Fins of a Delegation from 
the Dioceſan; then if a Biſhop 108 
a Delegation to a Lay-man, to lay 

on Hands with himſelf, this will 4 


IHorizèe him as much _ a Presbyter. 


Phil. Tis thought by many Learn- 


ed Men, Pſeudochers, that John 


Calvin would never have been a 


Presbyterian, if he had been better 


acquainted with pious Antiquity, 


and Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory ; whoſe 1 


* Mr. 7. V5 Lene, b. 19. 


E. norance 


— —  ___ 
— 
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norance therein was much to be piti- 
ed, becauſe it led him into ſuch 
1 unaccountable and extravagant Er- 
|  rors. And if you had ever read any 
thing of the Government of the Pri- 
mitice Church or the Decrees of her 
Councils, vou would never have pro- 
pos theſe idle, frivolous and imper- 
t ment Oueſtions : Sure vou know in 
the frſt Place, That a Biſhop cannot 
delegate this Power of laying on of 
Hands with him in Ordination to 2 
F.zy-man, becauſe ſuch Men are pro- 
{ibited to act therein by all our 
Laws, as well Humane, as Dioine. 
And in the Second Place, 1t ma 
not be amils to tell vou; that altho 
the fourth Council of Carthage ©, 
which was held in the Year 401. 
did Decree, That when a Presbyter 
was Ordamn'd, the Biſhop bleſſing 
him, and holding his Hand upon 
his Head, etiam omnes Presb ors, 
qu preſe entes ſunt, manus Juas Ju 


Cuncil. Cart hag. 4. Can. 5 | : 
14 
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ta manum Epiſcopi ſuper caput illi- 
us teneant; all the Presbyters which 
are preſent, ſhall likewiſe Jay their 
Hands upon his Head, near the 
Hand of the Biſhop; yet it is as true 
withal, that this Conprmction of the 
Presbyters in the SHlenmities of this 
Act, was rather ad Honorem Sacer- 
doti quam Eſſentzam Operis, more 
for the Honour of the Przefibood 
than for the Eſence of the Work. 
And if you do obſerve, this Canon 
doth not ſay, that if there be no 
Presbyters in place, the Bzſhop 
ſhould defer the Ordination till they 
came; but Presbyter: qui preſentes 
ſunt, if any Presbyters were preſent 
at the doing of it, they ſhould Jay 
 therr Hands upon his Head, near the 
Hand of the B:zjhop. So that howe- 
ver the Presbyters did impoſe Hands 
with the Biſhop, upon the Perſon to 
be Ordam d, and ſo concurr'd in the 
performance of the outward Ceremo- 
ny; yet the whole Power of Ordma- 
tion was veſted in the Perſon of 4 
3 E. 2 | 2 


I „ Le. 2 
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B:jbop only, as to the E ſence of the 
Work. And in the Grech Church, 
none but the Hiſhop lays on his Hand 


at the Ordination of a Prieft, as well 


as of a Deacon / s ), for fpiphanius 
faith, How can a P echter Ordam, 
or conſlitute a Presbyter, u , N 
e:$:5/23 75 gglin, who in his Ordli— 
nation did receive no Power to 7. 
poſe Hands upon another t)? 

Thus tis plainly evident that Meer 

Presbyters have no Power to Ordain 
into the Miniſlry by Impoſition of 
Hands, that all ſuch Ordimatious have 
been ever accounted as Nulliti-s, and 
coniequently that the Diſſentms 
Teachers, who have been only Or- 
dam'd by their Rebel-Prieſts, are 
not qualify"d to perform any A. 
ff rial Act, without a new and am- 
ful Ordination. But for your far— 
ther Satisfaction, Pſondocheus, in 
 leveral of the toregoing Matters, 1 
would adviſe vou to > conſult St. Paul's 


. s } Excel is Ordin. Dias. p. 250, + an Orain, Prezojt, 
2. 2393. (f) Epiphar. Hereſy 75: trentra Acrium. 


Epi- 


Er 
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= 1 

Fpiſtles to Tamothy and, Iitu, in 
which we have the cxact Platform of 
the Church's Mmijiry, as commum- 
cated and perpetuated from the Holy 
Apoſtles. * Obterve then the urch 
ot Epbeſis, and the Churches of 
(Crete. In them we find many Preſ- 
byters, and above thole Prey cs 
in Diguity and Office Timothy and 
Ittus. 

Pleud. I have theroughly conſul- 
ted the Epiſtles to Timothy and Ti- 
tus; Tet cannot ſiud therein any Plat- 
form of Dioceſan Prelacy, nor the 
leaft Word in favour cf it. I have 
obferov'd alſo n the Church of Ephe- 
ius auy Presbyters ; which Presby- 
ters were the ſame with Biſhops Goth* 
n Name and Office: For ſo the Scri- 
pture it ſelf tells nie, Acts 20. 17. 
And from Miletus hie tent to Ephe- 
ſus, and called for the Flders Le: 
Tzofumegy; ] or Presbyters] of the 
Church. Compare this with v. 28. 


C—_______ 


* Bp. Maoſſom on Matth. 28. 19, .. * Mr. F. Vs Lets 


bers, P. 20. 
Ea Take 


5 


hag] 
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Take heed therefore unto your ſelves 
and to all the Flock, over which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, 
[*Emuizs;, Biſhops ] to Feed [or 
Guide and Rule, 7%uarw | the 
Church of God — Ihe fame Per- 
fons whom the HH calls Elders in 
v. 17. /e calls Biſhops in v. 28. and 
charics it upon them as their Duty, 
( eflential to their Office) to Rule as 


well n to Teach the Church commit- 


- 
- . n— — 


ted to their Charge. I 
Fil. When a Schiſmatick has ſti- 
tied the Convictions of his Conſcience, 
and ſettld his Felicity upon worldly 
Advantages; then he 1s perverſly 
Blind to the brighteſt Truths, that 
thwart and oppoſe his Schiſmatical 
Principles: He cannot diſcern the er- 
act Platform of the Church's Mini- 
ſtry in the Epiſtles to I: mothy and 
Titus, becauſe tis ſo deſtructive to 
his upſtart and novel Devices. Now 
in theſe Epiſtles are molt excellent 
Inſtructions, how a Biſhop ought to 
behave himſelf in ſuch a wezrghty 
„ - Office, 


| 
) 
7 
4 
) 
4 
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Office, and 'twas very convenient and 
neceſſary, that thele ſhould be recor- 
ded ar the firſt Inſtitution of Hpi- 
| copacy, and Settlement of the bine ch 
in that Courſe, wherein it was to 
continue, being deſtitute of the ex- 
traordmary Aſſiſtance of the Holy 

Apoſtles. And in theſe is allo mani- 
felted the Power, as well as the Du- 
ty of a Biſhop. Which is, 

iſt. To take Care that no Inova 

ion in Doctrine be admitted, ctw to 
puniſh all Heretical and Schiſmati- 
cal Teachers, which tran{grels'd his 


Commands, as St. Paul ſays, he had 


excreted and delivered over 


to Satan, Hymeneus and Alexander, 


i Im. i. 2, 20. 


2dly. To order the Publick Afſem- 
blies both as to Prayers and Teach- 


ng, 1 I'm. chap. 2. 


zaly. To Ordam the Clergy or 
CharchOfficers, both ſuch as were 


to ſupply vacant Places, and to ſuc- 


ceed him, and them allo, with their 
ſeveral Qualif cations, 1 Tim, cb. 3. 
E4 hl}. 
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Athly. To teach himſelf, and com- 
mand others to teach ſt ound Doctrme, 
and to refuſe or reject all Novelties 


either in Dot rme or Praclice. Where 


St. Pl c1ves warning with what 
Herejis ke muſt expect to be trou- 


bled, 1 Tri. ch. 4. v. 11. and how 


he ourht to demean and behave him- 


felt” u his own particular Conver ſa- 
702 and - 4ji Ss. 


5thlv. To execute Feele ſiaſt ical 


Jus ſdliclion over the whole Church, 
and to be wary 1n his Or dinat*ons, 
1 {im. ch. 5. 21, 22. and to fee that 
all forts of Perſons perform their 


Dittes as they ought to do. And in 


the Second Epiſtle vou will find ſeve- 
ral Injunctions and Exhortations of the 


lame Nature with thoſe in the Firſt. 


Then afterwards St. Paul in his 
Epiſtle to Titus, whom he had made 
Bitep of Crete, does charge him to 
ſet in Order the things that were 


wanting, and to Ordam Elders in 
oy City ( u . _Several of the 


Chas 


(#) Tit. 1. 5,9, 13 


— 
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Characters. by which he was to trv 
them, are alſo ſet down He is char- 


ged to rebuke the People ſharply, 


and to {peak the things that became 


ſoumd Doctr: inc; He is inſtructed 


concerning the Docfrines he was to = 


teach, and thoſe he was to avoid ; 
and alſo how to cenſure an Here- 


iet: He was to admoniſh him 


twice, and if that did not prevail, 

he was to reject him by ſome pub- 
lick Cenſure ( w/). Now thele Ad- 
mouitious had been to no manner of 
purpoſe, if Tzamothy and Iitus had not 
2 Power of Ordaming Presb: rters,and 
a Juriſdiction over them. It is certain 
there were Elders in the Church 
of Epheſus, before Timothy was left 
thire x), and probably in Crete, 

before Iitiss was ſettled in that place, 

for it was St. Paul's Cuſtom 45 Or- 
dai Fresbyters in every urch (y). 

And if theſe Presbyters could have 
Ordam d others as the number of 


(. Tu. 3. 10. (=) Af. 20. 17. 00 4 1 23 
Con- 


. 
. 
" 


— —— 
— 
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Converts increas d, it would certain- 
ly have been very needlets to let any 
Perſons over them to perforin that 
Office. And that Izmotliv and Titus 
had not this Power corrmitted to 
them as Evangeliſls, is wolt certain, 
becaule Eoangeliſts, as ſuch, had not 
that Power : For then Meer Deacons 


might have Ordam'd and Gower: d 
Praeſis, tor fuch was Philip the E- 


vangeliſl, yet he never attempted to 


do it (z). But you further ſav, 


that you have oblerv'd in the Church 
of Epheſus many Presbyters ; and 


that thole Presbyters were the lame 


with Biſhops both in Name and Office: 
Then you tell me, the Scriptures 
inform you ſo, Act. 20. 17. And 


from Miletus he ſent to Epheſus, and 
called for the Elders las Irene fie 


or Presbyter; of the Church. And 
then you ſay, compare this with 
v. 28. Take heed therefore unto your 
ſelves and to all the Flock, over 


which 


1 
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which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you 
. , [ Emoxgwes, Biſhops | to 
| Feed [oF Guide and Rule, C. 
the Church of God-—— So that the 
| ſame Perſons whom the Apoſtle calls 
Elders in the 17th verſ. you lay, he 
calls them Bzſhops in the 28th verſ. 
Now what is this, Pſcudocheus, bur 
a wreſting of the Holy Scriptures 
from their true Senſe and Meaning 
to ſerve vour own Purpoſes and De- 
ſigns? For thele were not all Meer 
Presbyters that heard this Farewel 
Sermon of St. Paul, but here were 
leveral Biſhops allo, and this is te- 
ſtified by a Witneſs beyond all ex- 
ception, even the Ancient St. Ire- 
neus, whole Integrity and Aiubori- 
ty no Presbyterian did ever dare to 
_ diſpute; He livd within 180 Years 
of the Birth of Chriſt, and was the 
Diſciple of St. Polycarp, who was 
brought up at the Feet of St. John 
the Apoſtle, and convers'd with ma- 
ny Apoftolick Men. His Words are 
theſe, In Mzileto enim convocatis Epi- 
8 EE ſcopis 
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ſcopis & Presbyt feris, qui erant at 
Epheſe S 3 retouwms Pproximis Cr. 


tatibus, guontai pe feſtmaret Hic- 


roſo/yutis Pentecoſien agere, &c. (a). 
St. Pay! making haſt to keep his 
Pontecott at Je ruſalon, at Miu 
did call together the Brſhops and 
Presbyters, from Fpbeſus, and the 
Neighbouring Cities. Now to all 
cheſe did St. Pri- freak, and to thelc 
the Holy Ghoſi had committed his 
Church to be fed and taught with 


Paſtoral Inſpection, but in the mean 


time here 15 no Commiaſſi ion of Power, 
or Juriſdiction, that was given to 


 Presbyters diſtinctly, nor any ſup- 


poſition of ſuch pre-cxifient Power. 
0 But to put this Matter out of all 
** farther doubt, faith Bp. Taylor *, 

„. we have all the reaſon imagina- 
wy « the to believe; that many of theſe 


« Presbyters, which came from E. 


"e Pbeſus and the other Parts of 


—— — 


« 4) Ven. lib. 3. Cap. 14. — par. 
cc Afi 


14, 16. 


— — — 
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Alia the leſs *, were made Eiſhops 
« at Miletus; for it was agrecable 
to the Practite of the Holy Apo- 
tles, and the exigence of the 
thing it ſelf, that when they were 
* to leave a Church, they then did 
fix a Biſbop in it; for why elfe 
was a Biſhop placd in Jeruſalem, 
* lo long before there were any in 

other Gurches, but becanie the 
Apoſtles vrere to be diſpersd from 
thence, and there the firſt bloody 
Field of Martyrdom was to be 
fought. And the Cale was equal 
here, for St. Paul was never to 
fee the Churches of Aſia any 
more, and he forelaw, that ra- 
venins Wolves would enter into 
the Folds, and he had actually 
© fixd a Biſhop in Epheſus, and 
'tis unimaginable, that he would 
not make equal Proviſion for o- 
ther Churches, there being the 


A 
CE 


* The Proconſular Aſia, or Afia the le ls, comprehended 


only Ionia aud Eolis, with the Iſlands of the Ægean Sea, 
and abous the Helleſpont. 


2 . ſame 
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ame neceſlity from the fame dan 
© ger, in them all, and either St. 

C Paul did it now or never; for in 
« ver. 25. he tells them, And now, 
c bebold, I know that ye all, amons 
* whom ] have gone preachms the 
* Kingdom of God, ſhall ſee my Face 
* no more. And tis very plain that 
cc about this time, the other ſix Al- 
« an Churches had Angels or Biſhops 
<« {ſet in their Candleſtichs ; for there 
* had been a Succeſſion in the Church 
* at Pergamus, Antipat was dead; 
* and Timothy had fat in Epheſus, 
c and St. Polycarp at Smyrna many 
* Years before St. John did write his 
* Revelation. 


ſame thing in the Churches of Crete, 
which I before obſerv'd in the Church 
of Epheſus, that thoſe Perſons whom 
the Apoſtle calls Elders, he alſo calls 
Biſhops, who were the very ſame 
with Presbyters both in Name and 

Mr. J. Vs Letters, p. 20. : 2 


Pleud. * But hold, Sir, I find the 


Office, 


— 
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Othce, Tim. 1. 5,6, 7. compar'd to- 
ether ; For this cauſe left I thee in 


Crete, that thou ſhouldeſt ſet in or- 
der the things that are wanting, and 


ordain Elders in every City, as I had 
appointed thee. IF any be blameleſs 


For a Biſhop muft be blameleſs, 


&c 


Phil. What makes vou ſpeak of 
Tim. 1. 5,6, 1 I ſuppoſe vou mean 
It. 1. 5, 6, 7. And to what pur- 
pole do you produce theſe Texts 2 

Do you fancy the Elders here to be 
Ordain d, were to be no other than 
Meer Presbyters / If fo, I muſt re- 
ctifie your wrong Notions of them 


by a true Expoſition of thole Verſes. 


As ſoon as St. Paul had Ordain d Ti- 
tus Biſbop of Crete, his firſt Work 
was 1 de 673220724 to ſet in Or- 
der the things that were wanting, 
bia. to conſtitute Rites and Forms o 

publick Liturgy, to erect a Conſiſtory 
tor cognizance of Crimmal Cauſes, 
to dedicate Houſes for Prayer, and 
other Divine Services, and ina word, 


by 
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by „ his Auth ority to eſtabliſn ſuch 
Diſcipline and Rituals, as himſelf 

did judge-might be molt ſuitable for 
the Edification and Ornament of the 
Church of God. For he that was 
appointed by St. Paul to ſet things 
in Order, to ſupply what was defe- 
ctwe, and to correct what Was a- 
mils, was moſt certainly og 
by him to be the ſitteſt judge of all 
thole Obliquities which he was to 
rectihe. 

Then in the next Place, he was to 
Ordam Elders (that is Presbyters 
in every City. Not Presbyters col. 
lectiwely in every City, but diſtri- 
butively, *z'z , City by City, 
that is, Presbyters in — Cities, 
one in a City. Now theſe Elders 
or Presbyters were very Biſhops, one 
ot which was appoanted tor every 
City, and the Syb1rbicarian Region 
thereof. And this is moſt agreeable 
not only to the Expoſition "of the 
Ancient Church, ( the beit Comment, 
when all 1s done, upon doubtful 

P. 14CCS | 


1 
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Places of Holy Scripture,) but to 
the Text it ſelf; and the Diſtributi- 


on of thele Presbyters by Cities, the 
culiar Seats of Biſhops, is accord- 


ing to the Scheme of Ancient Church 


and the Method which the Bleſſed 
Apoſtles thought good to ule in the 
rung and modeling of 1t. Then 
ee how all this is confirm'd by the 
Context, which expreſly calls them 
Biſhops in ver. 7. Now were it not 


for this, and what follows after- 


wards, we might be perhaps at li- 


berty to leave the Word at large in 


its general Acception, as it takes in 
both Orders, both uſeful in every 
City, and ſo both to be {upply'd by 
Titus: But we are fully convinc'd in 
this Matter, for tho Heer e. in 


the New Teftament doth ſometimes 


ſignifie a Bzſhop, and ſometimes a 
Presbyter; yet that Emzz& doth 


always ſigni ie a Biſhop, I ſhall not 
doubt to affirm. Becaule it cannot 


be ſhewed in ali the Holy Scriptures = 


that any Meer Presbyter 1s called a 
F Biſhop 


_—_— CL. —— —-—' ä—— — — 


— 
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lHiiſhop, but it may he often found 
that a Biſhop, nav, an Apostle is cal- 
led a Presbytcr, tor St. Peter enti- 
tles himſelf a Co-Presbyter, 1 Pet. 5. 
1. St. John calls himſelf a Presbyter, 
2 Job. 1. 3 Joh. 1. And St. Paul calls 
himſelſ frequently Aaz2&, a Deacon, 
Col. 1. 23, 25. 1 Cor. 3. 5- 2 Cor. 3.6. 
2 Cor. 6. 4 Tis the Oblervation of 
St. Chryſoftom (in Philip ) & 
eric & ere, d. 1ory 1 rapey 15 T RD 
AY TI Aicroviev 75 #Ave ater, E 
n. And a Biſhop was call'd a Dea- 
con, wherefore writing to Timothy 
he faith to him being a Bzſhop, El. 
fil thy Deaconſhip*. And truly ever 
ſince that St Peter did ſet us an Ex- 
ample in the Compellation of the Pro- 
totype, calling him the great Shep- 
berd and Bijhop of our Souls, 1 Pet. 
2 Phil. chap. 1: ver. * — with the Biſhops and Dea- 
cons. New theſe Biſhops were not Biſhops of Philippi that 
ane City, bat the Bithops of ſeveral neighbouring Cities in 
Macedonia, who did Aſſemble At Philippi, when Epaphro- 
ditus the Biſhop thereof was at Rome, and then did receive 
K. Paul's yrs, which was directed to the Philippians» 


And then under the Word Deacons, i, e. Miniſters, borh Prel- 
byters and Deacons were comprehended. = : 


2. 


. Al 


nY 
a 


— — 
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2. 25. and St. Bun“ alto in calling 
him an Apctiic, Hev. 3. 1. and a 
Deacon or Amer, Fa. 15. 8. 
there is no i! ©: or Doftoruciuon of a- 
ny Clerical Oiice, but it has been gi- 
ven to Biſhops 3nd A. 
Pfcud. I cannot fo, Philalethes, 
that theſe Obſervatioms are true, 
which you make corcernme Timothy 
and Titus, unleſs I bad your Specta- 
cles; but I do diſcern that they were 
in Dignity and Ottice above Presby- 
ters, becauſe they were Evangeliſts. 
Phil. Ti 1326 a ο. What has 


 Pſeudocheus to do with Spectacics 7 


I wiſh you could be ſenſible, how 
wonderfully you are involy'd in 
Darkneſs, in ſuch a Darkneſs, that 
is Ignorantia Veritatis, an Ignorance 
of dwme Truth, even a memal Dim: 
nefs and Obſcuriy in reinctt of Cod 
and things Dzvzme. S0 that in 
whomſoever ſuch Ignorance dwel- 
leth, there is no Laght at all, but 
* Mr. 7. Vs Lerters, p. 26. 


| 1 
| 8 
F 2 Dar &- 
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| Darkneſs hangs like a thick Fog a- 
bout them. 1ſt. Darkneſs in the 

Eyes, Pſal. 69.23. Then 2dly. Dark- 
neſs in the Heart, Rom. 1. 21. And 
zaly. Darkneſs in the Under ſtand- 
mg too, Eph. 4. 18. And why this 
threefold Darkneſs ? Becauſe they 
are alienated from the Life of God, 
thro the Ignorance that is in them, 
and all this from the Blndneſs of 
their Heart. Therefore, Pſcudoche- 
us, in compaſſion to your many In- 
frmities, I cannot chooſe but inform 
you thus much; That there 1s not 
one among all the Ancient Fatbers, 
that makes Timothy or Titus Fvange- 
_ lifts by Office: But I find St. Chry- 
ſoſtom (upon Epbeſ. 4.) perempto- 
rily ſaying, that neither Iz mot hy nor 
Titus were Evangelidts; and there is 
not any Perſon, no not Calvin, nor 
Beza, that ever made it a part of an 
 Frangeliſts Office, either to give Or- 
ders, or the Power of Juriſdiction. 
For an Evangeliſt is, as I told you 
before, no other than a Vriter or 
Preacher 
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Preacher of the Holy Goſpel; 10 
that to do the Work of an Evangeliſt, 


is no more, but to Preach the Holy 
Goſpel: Tis true many of them did 


Travel, but they were never the more 


Evangelzsts for that, for the Office 


of an Evangeliſt does not imply a 
8 Motion. Indeed, Sir, to 


deal a little freely with you, tis re- 
ally my Opinion, that vou cannot 
believe theſe unaccountable IMhimſies, 
which you endeavour to obtrude up- 
on the World, but you think this 
way to drive on your Degus with 
the People, who hearing the Name 
of an Evangeliſt, and not knowing 
what it is, imagine any thing of it 
what you pleaſe to inſinuate; as that 
an Evangeliſt had ſome tranſcendent 
Power over Presbyters, both to Or- 


dam, and to Govern them, which 


was not communicable to others; but 
you never ſhew that any ſuch Autho- 
rity was ever aſſign d to them, or a- 
ny ſuch Duty ever exacted from 
them. Now all theſe things being 
rightly conſider d, tis very evident 

- F. 2 that” 
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woos we — 


ow” - 


hat both Timothy and Titus had E- 
> [copal Furiſdiction, if not ſome- 
thin 5 more; and that this Name of 
Fvo7::gelft, which vou impoſe upon 
1 FI 15 tor no other end and pur- 
potc but meer Trick and Deluſion. 
Ficud. Pray whot do you mean, 
wh vor ſay, that Timothy and Ti- 
tus Vd Fo pu! ſuritdiction, rf 


VE SO 90 ! . 
yt foam tons wire 2 


Tot All the ae do tay that 
Tm: #1 410 J, had greater Juriſ- 
, un the eramary Epiſco- 
8 1-55 - cithey of Secondary Apo- 


- Fratment o bolyer Wes cnuacerning the Mar- 
p Fon My, in Phot Zi bhothec. u. 254. in which 
% en 5. e Twit vas on lege 
4 «7 0; Foe bs 0005: 8 wh 14% 6) com gh Em KI GG) X, 27 
Ce th 0 Ae K Wal 19.2: both Ordain d Bi- 
mop of 142 e nt 0p. 1115 of | . phelus, a 2 f there Irt hran d. 
Now thre Po'ycrates ws Riſhor of 16: Chen, , Epheſus, 
a 19.45 bora within fre a- 4 — and tity Trars afrer Sr. 
ſolu wee 0 t he Ange. that Char. as Cp ars by that 
Epiftle "= £1 he ſent nnio ct. r Bichap - Re ne, wherein 
he 4* (aith, * T7 4 . 37 9927 1 38 15 5 £7 Lai, 0 5 97 dog, 
that 3 af H. abet er-: B(nops, n 0c being the 
Eighth. Poly-: rat, Erift. ed Victetem: apud Euleb l. 3. 
Hitt. E cl. 0. 2 An we ud it gen) dec. ard i iu the 
General Ci "Cu 240 'ralc-an "1. 5 b 0 tis 10 92 of Mag- 


neſia, that % 47D Ts © 11 1 et C. 135. Sea ther Ec boy Heer 


4 continued Succe(liun of T7 g Mops of tive © | Br 4 * E,pne- 
ſus, from Hy!) Timoihy unto his Time, Concil C hal. Act. 
11. vid. hrt. Lot. t in Tit. Hier. de Script. Eccleſ. 
2 in prætet ad im. cap. 2» Primal. in 1 Tim. Greg. 


de Cur. Paik: par. 2. cape 11, les 2 


—— 
— 
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SHes, as Theodore? and others; or 
(as many lay ) Archieiſcopal. For 
to Izmotby was coinmitted all A4fia- 
the leſs, in which were many F:ſpops 
fx d there by the Holy Afos!les : 
And Titus had the Charge over the 
whole Ile of Crete, in which there 
were many Biſhops beiides 7, 
Picud, + If wha Theodoret and 
others aorefort ho true, then Timo- 
thy 7d Titus were not Biſhops ( pro- 
periy feubmg) it Archbiſhops, 
hubing Bilt ops ne em; and con- 
ſequenily, {5.15 Ordination was not 
peculiar to thempulves. For Ordina- 
tion belongs to Biſhops, as ſuch, ac- 
cording to your own Primceples. And 
thus you would be guilty of a Selt- 
Contradiction. 5 
Phil. Jam not guilty of any SI 
Contradiction, Sir, but you are guil- 
ty here of a molt notorious Blumder; 


ſed Riſum teneatis Amici] Methinks - 


vou ſhould have known, that Arch- 


Nd. Mires lib. 4. fe Not. Epiſc. p. 181. fu. 7 Ws 
Letters, p. 23. 
„„ 


— 
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bijbops and Biſhops are the fame in 


Order, tho' different in Juri ſdiction: 
And that every Archbiſbop has his 
peculiar Dzoceſe, as well as his Pro- 
vince, in which Dioceſe he has the 
{ole Power of conferring Orders. So 
that an Archbiſpoß is no other than 
the Higheſt of the Biſbops, who is as 
a Head let over other Biſbops: And 
altho' we do not meet with this 
Word in the Holy Scriptures, yet it 
agrees thereunto for the preſerving 
of Order in the Church; therefore 


tis prudent and uſeful to conſtitute 


Degrees in the Church of different 


Dignity and Authority. In the Old 


Teſtament, there was a High-Praeſt, 
and Prieſts of a ſecond and inferior 
Order : In the New, there were A- 
poſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Pa- 


ftors and Teachers: And it is not 


contrary to the Word of God, that 


one ſhould be above another in the 


Church for Governments ſake. 


Pleud. Well, but the Scripture does 
not give the leaſt Ground to think, 


that 


| «© * Mr. 7. * Letters, 723. 
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I 


that * Timothy and Titus were ſet- 
tled, the one over Alia the lels, the 
other over Crete; as Biſhops or Me- 
tropolitans, any mere than over o- 
ther Places, where they came; but 
plamly the contrary, as Mr. Prynne 
has unanſwerably made appear in 
his Book of the Unbiſhoping of Ti- 
mothy and Titus, pag. 37. and 72. 
He proves from Scripture therr ſeve- 
ral Removes from Place to Place, 
which ſhews them io be no ſettled Bi- 
ſhops or Archbiſhops, but Evangeliſts 
and Itinerant Preachers. Therefore 
Theodoret and others affirmms the 
contrary, is no Argument agamit 
Scripture-Teſtimony. . 
Phil. What a wretched and per- 
verſe Age do we live in, when the 
falſe and frivolous Stories of Infa- 
mous Prynne ſhall procure more 
Faith and Credit with a ſtrange fort 
of People, than all the Authorities 
and Tefizmonzes cf the pious, prom:- 


7 


8 
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tie Biſhops and aucwnt Fathers of 
our Church! All Which do unani— 
mouſly aflert, That T7mmthy was Bi. 
ſhop of Fpheſus, and that Titus was 
Biſbop of Crete. I know very well 
that Prynne and ſome others of your 
Pirty do raile ſeveral trifling Objc- 
clions againſt Limothby's being a P2t- 
fern for F,pzſcopal Power ; for, they 
lay, © That St. Paul did fend him 
* up and down to ſeveral Places, as 
cc he thought fit. He took him firſt 
© of all into his Attendance at Ly- 
Stra (c); from whence he acco:m- 
pany'd him thro Prygia, Gi: 
tra, Macedonia (d, and there 
* from Philippi to Iheſſalonica and 
ce Berea (e). And when he went 
* to Athens, he tent for Timo- 
ce thy to him (//, ind ſent him 
© back from thence to Thefſſalonca,; 
and he return'd from Macedonia 
6 / to him at Corintb (5). 
e) A. 16. z. (4) Act. 16. 6, 12. (e) At. 17. 1, 

10. [) A. 17. 15. (4) i The. 3. 1, 2. (þ) A. 18.5. 


cc 
c 


cc 


an! 


From 
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cc 


From thence St. Paul went into 
Syria (i), and foro Epheſus (kh), 

and there again he ſent Timetby 
into Macedoma with Fraſtus (1) ; 
whither St. Paul went afterwards 
c himlcif (mn). And upon his re- 
turn to Miletus, he ſpeaks to the 
aer, and not to Tmmofby as 
heir Biſhop. From hence, they 
N tau, St. Paul took him to Jeruſa- 
| © /em, und fo to Rome, as appears 
5 by the Fyuſtles written from 
* thence”. © Now from this Se- 
[ 7:65 of the Story (ſaith Bp. l- 
/z1ofcet) they conclude Trmothy to 
have been only an Fri, and 
not a fix d Biſhop”. But to this, 
{aith he, 1 anfwer That the fre- 
this Epistle to hin: at Epheſus, 
are not material o this purpoſe. 
But it is very marerial to conſi- 
der, what Power of Ccbernment 


(5) Af. 18. 18. (+) 4 18. 19. (J) AR. 19. 2 
m] Act. 20. 1. Bp. Stillingfleet - Sermon os 2 5. 
2. P. 22, 23. 
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St. Paul then committed to him, 
which is a certain Proof, that ſuch 
a Power was not ſo peculiar to the 
Apostles, by Virtue of their zm- 
medzate Commuſſion from Chriſt, 
but it might be A legated to others 
in their ſtead. Whether for a lon- 


ger or ſhorter time, whether while 


the AposHes went up down, or 


near their Deceaſe, makes no dif- 


ference as to the Point of Delega- 
tion. And if it be granted, that 
ſuch an Apoſtolical Power of Go- 
vernmg Churches might be com- 
mitted to others, and was actual- 
ly fo by the Apoſtles ; then there 
is no more to he done, but to en- 
quire, Whether upon their Remo- 
val or Departure, they did en- 
truſt any Perſons in ſuch a man- 
ner, as it is certain from Scri- 


pture St. Paul did Timothy, as to 
the Churches of Afia, when he 


went into Macedonia. Now for 


the time in which Timothy was made 


Biſhop of Epheſus, that may be belt 


col- 


LE EE. oo -anond. act. tw al. eto ab a ad ie. wt es , 


3 
a 
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collected from thele Words, 1 Tm. 
1. 3. Where St. Paul relates, that he 
belought him to abide ſtill at Ephe- 
ſus, when he himſelf went into Ma- 
cedonia. Now St. Paul's Journey in- 
to Macedonia, which is here intend- 
ed, is not that mention d, Act. 16. 
for then there was no Church of E- 
pheſus to be Biſhop of ; St. Paul had 
not then ſeen Epheſus, nor planted 
any Church there till a conſiderable 
time afterwards (). Neither could 
it be when he left Epheſus, when he 
went the Second time into Macedo- 
nia, mention d Act. 20. 1. for he had 
ſent Timotheus and Eraſtus before 
him thither, Act. 19. 22. But it was 
after he had ſtay d three Months in 
Greece, when hearing that the Jews 
laid wait for him, as he went about 
to Sail into Syr:a, he chang'd his 
Courle, and purpos'd to return thro' 
Macedonia (o). Then was the time 


when he went into Macedonia, that 
| (2) Act. 18. 19. & Aft. 19. 1, 2, 3, Cc. ( Aft. 20. 3. 


he 
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he requ! 1K GT elorigh ot hy to 


80 to Fp ſin, te A Fr. Pulls of the 


Proconſular Aſia, and to undertake 
the Govcrament of that Church. To 
which when Ieh had condeſcen- 
ded.he was tent bctore with Sopater, 
Ariſturchus and the reſt, who all 
tarried at Troas for the coming of the 


Holy Apoſtle. And tis :noft likely 


he was there, when the A4poſilc's firſt 
Epiſtle came unto his Hands, which 
was not written from Laodicea, ac- 
cording to the Subſcription thereof, 
but d Maxi3:zs, out of Macedonia, as 
St. Athanaſius does expreſly {ay /. 
And tho the Holy Apoſti; did hope 
to come unto him ſhort] 1 q }, and 
to inſtruct him more fully for his 


weigbty Imployment, yet well conſi- 


dering how many Lets and Impe di- 
ments might intervene, he thought it 
convenient, in the mean time, to 
ſend him that Infirucizze Eile, 
that he might know, how he ought 


— — — — — K 1 


— —— 


9 7 Arhanal. 255 Sacr, Script. 4 Tim, 3.14. 
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to chance hinlelf in the Houſe of 
Go, which is the Church of the li- 
wg Go, the Pillar and Ground of 
Trith (r). After this time, I do 
not gnd that the Apodtle did employ 
h¹h,j y in any other general Ser- 
tee, which concern'd the Church . 
o at e cver call'd him from Epe- 
ſus, except that time, When he was 
to make haſt to Remy, to be an Aft 
tant there to St. Brul in that dan- 
gerous Exigency. And tis, was no 
other, than what St. Pu might re- 
quire, and what Lmothy might per- 
form, without any manner of De- 
tract:on from the Fiſcopal Dignity 
and Power, which had been confcr- 
red upon him: All the Eprii/cs, 
wherein the Name of Timothy is 
join'd with St. Paul's, were written 
within the compaſs of two Years, 
which was {o ſhort an ablence from 


his Fpiſcopal Charge, that it might 


be very extily diſpens d withal, etpe- 


(r) 1 Tim. 3. 15 


cial- 


1 1 ** N 
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cially when the public, Service of 
the Church did fo highly require it. 
Now ſeveral Ancient and Modern 
Divines will not have Timothy to be 
made Biſhop of the Church of E. 
pheſus, till after St. Paul's coming 
to Rome; but the Second of the two 
_ Epiſtles doth clearly overthrow that 
Opinion, in which the Holy Apoitle 
acquaints Timothy, how he had di- 
ſpos d of his Retinue; Titus being 
gone into Dalmatia (), Creſcens 
to Galatia, Eraſtus taking up his a- 
bode at Corinth, and Trophimmis left 
at Miletum ſick; he allo there takes 
care to have the Cloak and Parch- 
ments, which were left at Troas, 
where T-motby ſtaid for him, Act. 
20. 3. to be lent {peedily unto him. 
And lince that mot hy was. with St. 
Paul at Troas, when he went from 
thence to Miletus. it is a ſufficient | 
Reaſon; why he did not addreſs him- 
{elf to him, but to the Biſhops and 


(s) 2 Tim. 4. 10. Taking it, as it ſeemeth, in his way to | 


e 


Crete 
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Presbyters of the leſſer Aſia, who 
came from Epheſus, where they 
were gather d together, and expected 
the Orders and Directions of the 
Holy Apoſtle : © Thele were the 
% Men ( faith Bp. Stzmegfleet * ) 
” whom he then put in mind of 
** their Duty by his Speech, as he 
* had done Twmothy by an Epiſtle 
% not long before directed to him. 
© Whole Office was no more ſuperſe- 
* dedby this Charge given to them A 
* than a Proconſuls was by the Se- 
nate's Inftructions to his Legats, 
when himſelf was preſent. If it 
were evidently prov d, that St. Paul 
then carry'd away T:wmotby with 
him to Jeruſalem, and ſo to Rome, 
there would be greater Force in 
* the Objection. But how doth that 
appear? Not from Scripture. For 
when St. Paul appear d at the Tem- 
« ple, the Jews laid hold on him, 
« becauſe they ſuppos d he had 


— Bp. Stillingfleet's Sermon on 1 Tim. 5. 22. p. bn ke 
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For he being over d by the 
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cc 
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brought Trophimus the Epbe ſian 


with him into the Temple, whom 


they had ſeen ſo much with him 
in the City, Act. 21. 29. How 
came Timothy not to be as much 
taken notice of, if he were there? 


Tews of Aha, "there was far great- 
er Realon for them to have rais'd 
a Tumult about Timothy, than a- 


bout Trophimuis. After this we 


find St. Paul kept Two Years in 
Priſon, Act. 24. 27. and not a 
word of Tiwmotby,, whom we 
may juſtly fappole exerciſing his 
Charge all that time at Epheſus. 
When St. Faul was carry d to Rome, 
we find not Timothy in his Com- 


" pany” no mention being made of 
cc 


cc 


cc 


mL 


(4 


G0 


till he wrote the Epiſtles to 
the Philippians /t), and to the 
Coloſſians (u), and then Timothy 
was with him. For St. Paul had 
ſent for him from Epheſus 1 in his | 


(( 7) Phil 1. I. 0 cui 1. 1. 


© Second 


« Second Epiſtle (w /; where in 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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* poſile of thoſe in Aſia (a); and 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


all probability, he remain d till 
that time. During his ſtay at 
Rome thole Epiſtles were written, 
as likewiſe that to Philemon, and to 
the Hebrews ; in which it is ſaid, 
That he had been Impriſon d, and 
was then at Liberty (x); and in- 
tended ſhortly to return into the 


Eaftern Parts. From hencefor- 
wards we read nothing of T:motby 


in Scripture. But St. Jerome 


makes him Biſbop of the Epbeſi- 
ans (y, and 1o doth Euſebnis 


{ 2 ); Theodoret calls him, the A- 


St. Chryſoftom ſaith, The whole 
People of Aſia were committed to 
bis Charge (b), i. e. of this Pro- 
_— Ala, which lay about 
Epheſus”. So that Tzmotby could 


not be then in the Office of an Evan- 


eliſt. which was to expire when 
Sell. 1 


* 


Da K Dc. 
tal. 12 Euſeb. Hiſt. Eccleſ. l. 3. cap. 4. (4) Theod, in 
I Tim. 3. 1. (6) Chryſ in1 Tim 53 19. Hons 


15. 


02 Chri- 
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Chritianity was every where Plant- 


ed, but he muſt be in the Sacred 
Order and Office of Epiſcopacy, 
which was to continue to the end of 
the World, and this is very plain 


from theſe Words of the Holy Apo- 
file, which he ſpake unto Iimothy, I 


charge thee in the ſight of Cod, and 
before Jeſus Chriſt, that thou keep 
this Commandment without ſpot, and 


unreproveable, until the appearing 


_ of our Lord Feſus Chriſt (c). Now 
Timothy was not like to live till 
Chris's lecond coming to Judgement, 
therefore the Charge here given by 
the Abaſile, was not Perſonal only, 
but ſuch as was to appertain to him, 
and to his Succeſſors for ever, even 
till the appearing of our Lord and 
Saviour 7eſus Chriſt. Thus having 
fully prov'd that Tzmothy was Biſhop 
of Epheſus, and before-hand having 


made it apparent that Titus was Bi. 
ſhop of Crete, I have nothing far- 


(e) 1 Tin. 6. 14. 


ther 


| 


Prob d Void and Null. 
ther to add upon this Head, than 


Bog 


only to make this Enquiry ; Whether 


the Apoſtles upon their Removal 
from farticular Churches, did pals 


this Power over to others, as St. Paul 
did plainly in the Cale of Timothy 
and Titus: And this is fuch a Mat- 

ter of Fact, that it can have no 
ſtronger Proof, than the general 
Senle of the Chriſtzan Church in the 


Ages next {ucceeding the Apoſtles. 
And firſt let us {ee the Teſtimonies of 
St. Irenæus, who not only relates a 
Succeſſion of Perſons to the Apoſtles : 


but he faith, The Apoſtles committed 


the Care of the Churches to them, 
and left them to ſucceed m their 


Places (d): Which implies, that as 
the Apoſtles themſelves had the Care 


of the Church, ſo they committed it 
to the Biſhops, whom they choſe to 


| ſucceed them, and in thoſe Charrs 


—— — 


(4) Habemus annumerare eos 185 ab Apoſtolis inſtituti 


| ſunt Epiſcopi in Ecclefiis ——quibas etiam ipſas Eccleſtas 
| committebant———quos & Succeſſores relinquebant, ſuum ip- 
forum locum Magiſterii tradentet. FE 
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there were ſeveral Succeſſions, durin 
the Lives of the Apoſtles. And 
ſtrange it is, that St. John who tells 
us of ſo many Antichriſts, 1 Job. 2. 
18. ſhould not tell us of Ep:ſcopa- 
cy being Antichriſtian, if he had had 
the Hurit of our preſent times to 
have believ'd it ſuch; which certain- 
iy he did not believe, for St. Ire- 
ns aſſures us, that in his younger 
Years, he {aw St. Polycarp, Biſhop of 
Smyrna, whom he knew to be ſo 
conſtituted by the Apoſtles (e); a- 
mong which Apoſtles,Tertull;an doth 
exprefly ſay that St. John was one 
(f). And the lame St. Irenæus doth 
allo affirm, that Linus, Cletus and 
_ Clemens were made Biſhops of Rome 
{ucceſlively by St. Pier and St. Paul, 
and to this Clemens, who had Epr- 
ſcopatum adminiſtrandæ Eccleſiæ, i. e. 
the Epiſcopal Power of Governing 


(e) Kai Tloauzgpmms 3 Gu fd Aru αννονντν⁰ ̊ urrtu dels, 
% cgurανẽ‚ꝙfααντεe. mals Tils 730 Xewev s n %ꝙο, ]] X a0 
An, eg eig mv *Aoiay & Th & Cd Canance Em- 
/ Y Iucis dεαννEαiiu 9 TH @REATH ij, ni. Iren. Iib.z3. 
ap. 3. /) Tertul. qe Præſcript. c. 22: | 


the 
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the Church, there did ſucceed Eva- 
iſtus, who liv'd almoſt an hundred 
Years after, Chrift, and divided Ko: 


into Seven Pariſhes, whole Pre 


ters were all under his Jurzf dict:077. 


And then to this Evar:jtus ſucceeded. 


Alexander, and Sixtus, and leveral 


others down to Eleutberius, who 


was the Twelfth Bzſbop of Rome, uf 
ter St. Peter and St. Paul had {oun- 
ded that Church (g): © So that 
** what Authority St. Polycarp had at 


Smyrna, or Clemens at Rome, th 


CC. 


* 
cc 
© St. Chryſoftom faith of St. Ig nal i. 
us, That he receiv'd the Covers. 


cc 
cc 


from the Holy Apoſtles own 


'* Hands (2). And the Commenta-. 


(g) * :0bus Apoſtolis Petro & Paulo Rome fundatæ © 
conſt atæ Eccleſie, Lino Epiſcopatum adminiſtrande Ec 
cle tradiderunt, Succedit autem ei Anacletus, . 
Cletus : poſs cum tertio loco ab Apoſtolis Epiſcopatum ſortit 
Clemens, Finic autem Clementi ſuccedit Evariſtus, & 


Evariſto Alexander, &c. 


Nunc duodecimo loco Epiſco- 


patum ab Apoſtolis habet Eleutherius. Iren. lib. 3. cap. 3. 
) Tertull. de Praſcript, c. 32. (i) Cyryſaſtom. Tom. 5. 
F. 499. | 


i WW ** for 


laid Iertullian faith, the Biſhops 
had in other Churches (). Ant 
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ment of the Church of Antioch. 
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tor on the ee le under St. 
C Ambroſc's Name, calls the Angels 


« of the Seren Churches the — 
nours of thoſe Churches. From 
* all which, we may juſtly infer, 


CC 


( 


cc 


meer Preſidency of Order, bur 
that the Byſhops ſucceeded the A. 
CC 
© thole Churches. And as Theodo- 
« ret well obſerves, The Name of 


* Apofiles was not continu'd out of 


26 Name of Biſhops was then appro- 
* priated to the Succeſſors of the Apo- 
15 Now that the Bzſbops did ſucceed 


{© the Apoſtles (faith Bp. Stilling fleet“) 


sis according to the general Con- 


E\ 


0 


Vvho were the molt competent Mit- 


40 


Zument, that they believ'd the A 


* Bp. Stilling fleet's Sermon on 1 Tim. 5. 22. (k) Ben. J. 
3c. 3. Tertull, ge Preſcript. c. 32. & 36. Crepe, 2 
FF. 05 


3- 66. eg. Oxen, Hier, in Pſal. 44. a4» 
Marcell. Aug. — _ in Eph. 4. 11. 8 7 
Cr. 12. 28. 

* the 


That this Succeſſion was not in 


faſtles in the Government over 


Reverence to the Apoſiles ; but the 


ſent of the Ancient Fathers (#), 


* neſſes in this Caſe; and is an Ar- 


a 
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<« poftolzcal Power, with reſpect 'to 
* ro Government of 7 dc og" 
* not expire with the Apoſtles, but 
vas to continue as long as Chriſt 
% had promisd to be with them, 
© . e. to the end of the World. 
WE — FT = SF 2s 
Pleud. * Tou ſay, Philalethes, that 
Dioceſan Biſhops did ſucceed the A- 
poltles : Did the Presbyters alſo ſuc- 
ceed the Seventy Diſciples ! 
Phil. The Primitive Church did 
ever believe, that Dioceſan Biſhops 
were the ordinary Succeſſors of the 
Holy Apoſtles, and that the Presby- 
ters did come in Place of rhe Seven- 
ty Diſciples. For how can any Ra- 
tional Man ever imagine, that our 
Bleſſed Lord, the chief Shepherd and 
Biſhop of our Souls, having made 
ſuch a Settlement, while he was up- 
on Earth, ſhould leave his Church 
unſettld and unprovided after he 
was gone, with whom he promis'd 
to be even to the end of the World; 
* Mr. 7. V Letters, f. 7. 


Or 
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or that he ſhould not perpetuate 
thoſe Funclions and Orders, which 
himſelf had appointed? So that what 
the Holy Apoſtles were in the Ori. 
ſtian Church, that are Dioce ſan Bi- 
ſhops ever ſince; and what Rank the 
Seventy Diſciples held in the Church 
then, the {ame and no other do our 
Presbyters hold now. 
Pleud. * Ton ſay that the Dioceſan 
(io whom you are pleas d to appro- 
priate the Name of Biſhop) ws the 
Apoſtles Succeſſor, &c. and there- I 
fore that Ordination zs his Peculiar : } 
demand, are theſe the Succeſſors 
of the Apoſtles qui tales in the very J 
Apoſtolick Office or not 5 
Phil. Dioceſan Biſhops did not ſuc- Ic 
ceed tlie Holy Apoſtles in their Ex- Ie 
traordmary and Temporary Prero- It 
1 
c 


gatiwes, but in their Ordinary and | x 
P.rmanent Mmrtrations ; not in 
their Extraordmary and Temporary 
Prerogatives, as an Immediate Miſ- | | 
Mr. J Ws Letters, p. 29. eee | 


fou 
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fron from Jeſus Chriſt, an Infallible 
Aſſurance of his Truth, a Viſible Aſ- 
fiftance of his Spirit, a migbty Pow- 
er of working Miracles, and of 
ſpeakmg with divers Tongues , all 
I which Peculiars did expire with their 
Perſons, being only neceſſary to the 
Hanting, not to the Perpetuatms of 
the Chriftzan Church. But, in the 
 Ordmary and Permanent Mimiftrati-/ 
Jons of the Holy Apoſileſhip, as 
reaching the Word, Diſcipling by 
| Baptiſm, Conſecratmg the Euchariſt, 


C. 


| Excommunicatmg the Scandalous, Ab- 
I ſolving the Penitent, Governing by 
Diſciplme, and Ordaining to the 
Pre hend Dioce ſan Biſhops did ſuc- 
ceed the Apoſtles ; and the great Nc- 
ceſſities of the Church do require 
that ſuch a Succeſſion ſhould conti- 
| nue even to the Second Coming of 
| our Bleſſed Saviour. 
Pſeud. I wonder, Philalethes, that 
| ſuch a zealous Aſſertor of Diocelan 
' | Epilcopacy, as you, ſhould ſo ſtrange- 
y differ in your Opinion row the 
Learn- 


es." 


— 
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Learned Dr. Hammond : FHe ſaith, 
thw there i no Fvidence for any 
Subject-Presbyters r * 
(as you may ſce, if you pleaſe to 
can bin). * if fo, How did 
th: Apoſtles or Apoſtolick Men pre- 
fide over the primitive Presbyters * ? 
Did they take themſelves to be rela- 


ted to this or that particular Diocele, 


as the Paltor thereof in Peculiar, 


eficemms it their Church. or Chair, 
\ fo as one Apoltle had one Diocele al- 


 botted fer his (Care; another Apo- 


ſtle another Diocele for bis? Did 
they keep within the Limits of any 
Diſtrict, in the Exerciſe of their A- 
poſtolick Function, ſo as to have leſs 


Power zu another © If you can pro- 


duce any appearance of Proof for 
this, I ſhall (I hope) be able to 
confute it, as ſoon as it is produc al. 
If you mean not ſuch a Preſidency as 


+ Mr. J W's Letters, p. 23. * Obſerve the craft of Pleu- - 
docheus, be believes with Dr. Hammond, that there were no 
SubjeR- Presbyters in Scripture Times, but he does nat tell us 
with Dr. Hammond, that theſe were Biſhops of the ſeveral | 


lem. 


Cities that were in Judea, and not Presby ters of Jeru 


this, 


cc 


Lord, being ſoon after Chris's Aſ- 


1 cc 


cc 
cc 
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this, you had as good ſay not bing. 
For tis ſuch which de Facto is now 
in # e, but by what Right, 26 not caſi- 


ly ſaid. 

Phil. Indeed, Sir, I have a pro- 
found eſteem and value for the Name 
and Memory of the Excellent and 
Learned Dr. Hammond, but yet by 
no means can I agree with him in his 
Annotations upon Act. it. verſ. 30. 


I where he faith, © That the Word 
(c 


Theo&lewm Elders or Pries, did 
in Scripture-tames belong princi- 
pally, if not alone, to Biſbops, 
there being no Evidence, that any 
of that Second Order were then In- 


| © ſtituted; And he there alſo tells us, 


* that St. James the Brother of our 


cenſion conſtituted Biſhop of the 


| < Church of Jeruſalem, the Deacons 
are the firſt that are added to him, 


I cc 


Wy, =S 


Acts 6. and no mention as yet of 


| © any middle Order”, So that ac- 
| cording to Dr. Hammond's Senti- 
| ments, the Nzzz27i4, the Elders or 


Praests 


— — — —6 ö —- — — 
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Prieſts here mention d, were not the 
Elders or Prieſts of Jeruſalem, that 
one City, but the Bzſhops of the ſeve- 
ral Cities that were in Judead. Now, 
Sir, if you eſpouſe his Opinion, as 
you would ſeem to do, how can you 


aſſert that St. Pu and St. Barnabas 


were Ordam'd by Presbyters, when 
you fay with him, that there were 
none of that Second Order in Scrip- 
ture times? You ought to have ſet- 
tled your Hypotheſts upon firmer 
Principles, and not after this man- 
ner to contradict and overthrow it : 
All that you can plead in your Vin- 
dication, 1s this, that you have had 
the Misfortune to be miſtaken with 
{ucha celebrated and learned Author. 
"Tis evident from Acts 21. 19. that 
there were fixed Presbyters in the 
Church of Jeruſalem, for 'tis there 
ſaid, that St. Paul went unto James, 
and all the Elders were prelent. 
They muſt therefore reſide in that 


City, for there was not Sufficient | 
time to Summon them from all Parts 


of 


— 


— nd — 1 


— — + 


np i 


eg 
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of the Country. And therefore the 
Fnemies of Epzſcopal Superiority are 
ſo far from gaining any Advantage 
to-their Cauſe by proving theſe 4 
byters Aſſembled at Zeruſalem to 


no Biſhops, that it is a plain Demon- 


ſtration of the true Primitive Govern- 
ment of the Church from clear and 
exprels Apoſtolzcal Practice, viz. A 
Biſhop, with his Subject. Presbyters, 


refiding in the City or Church of 7. 


ruſalem. For how can you imagine, 
that ſuch a Number of Chriſt:zan Con- 


verts,as there were in Jeruſalem, could 


ever be crouded into one Congrega- 
tion, but that the greateſt part of them 


muſt be under the Care and Inſtructi- 

ons of the Jeruſalem- Presbyters, who 
were all of them under St. James the 
Biſhop of that urch? And that you 


may not in the leaſt queſtion the 


Truth of what I now ſay, Ill plain- 


ly prove, 


1. That the Apoſtle St. James the 
f Leſs, who is allo called the Juſt, and 
the Brother of our Lord, was the firſt 


Dioce ſan 


1 e 


— ” — oy — * — — — 
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Dioce ſan Biſhop of the Church of Je- 
ruſalem (I). 
And then 2dly. That there were 
many Presbyters in the Church of 
Jeruſalem, the Paſtors and Teachers 
of ſeveral Congregatzons in that City, 
and all of them were under St. 
James's Epiſcopal Care and Govern- 
ment. Rs 
r. That St. James the Apoſtle was 
Dioce ſan Biſhop of Jernſalem ap- 
pears very plainly from the Holy 
Scriptures. When St. Peter was de- 
liver d from his Impriſonment by 
the Angel, he ſaid to thoſe that were 
ſurpriz d and aſtoniſh'd at his Pre- 
ſence, Go and ſbew theſe things to 
James and to the Brethren, Act. 12. 
17. In which Words the Deference 
ee intro e . fre the eher pail fv 
ſame Name, he was call d James the Leſs, the Son of Alphe- 
us. who was the ſame with Cleophas; for Mary the Mather 
of James the Leis is by St. John call d Mary the Wife of Cle- 
ophas. Compare theſe Texts, Matth. 10. 3. Mar. 15. 40. 
Mar. 16+ 1. Joh. 19. 25. Gal. 1. 19. So that St. James, being 


aur Lord's Couſin-German, is call d his Brother, according to 
an ordinary Expreſſion in the Sacred Dialect. 1 


paid 
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paid to St. James is viſible, and ta- 
en notice of elſewhere frequently, 
as Gal. 1. 19. Gal. 2. 1,9. but moſt 
of all, Act. 15. 13, 19. Where you 


their Zeal extremely for the Zewzſh 
Rites and Ceremonies, which were 


as yet Tolerated in the Chriftian 


Church; and as if they had been ne- 
ceſlary to Salvation, impos'd them 
upon the Gentile Converts, without 
any Order or Advice from St. James, 


or any other of the Apoſtles. Theſe 


Doctrines St. Paul and St. Barnabas 


_endeavourd to refute by _— 


on, but when all they could do pro- 
ved unſucceſsful, the Church of An- 
tioch agreed to ſend St. Paul and St. 
Barnabas to Feruſalem, to the Apo- 
Hes and Presbyters, who did meet 
in Counc:!, and conſult about this 
Matter. e | 


Inn the Determination of this Bu- 5 
ſimneſs, tho St. Peter and others pro- 


H pounded 


may obſerve, that ſome Griſtians of 
| Fudea about the Year 51, coming 
down to Antioch in Syria, ſhewed 


n 


— 
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unded their Judgment, yet St. 
Jamess Authority (m ), who was 
Biſhop of Jeruſalem, did {way all 
o far *, that they all ſubmitted to it; 
and according to his Direction, a 
Letter was ſent to the People of Au- 
tioch, to pacifie their Minds, and 
ſettle their Practice for the future. 
Nov this was eleven Years after St. 
Paul's firſt fight of St. James, and 
fourteen Years after his Converſion ; 
and then nine Years after this, being 
the 58thof Chriſt's Natzuity, St. Paul 
makes his laſt Journey to Jeruſalem, 
where ſtill he finds St. James. And 
the day following Paul went in with us 
unto james; and all the Elders (that 
is Presbyters) were preſent, Act. 21. 
18. So that for twenty Years toge- 
ther, we have apparent Evidence in 
' Scrapture of St. James s Reſiding at 


() AF. 15. 13. James anſwered, ſching, Men and Bre- 
GT unto me. — v. —— ore my Sentence 16. 
or 1 determine. "Er zeive. Ilad i cum Emphaſi prefe- 
rendum. Vid. Jo. Priczi Annot. in Loc. Sic zei e ed, 
litem diſcernere, to determine 4 Controverſies apud De- 


moſtn. 
Je- 


— — 


3 
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Jeruſalem, as Biſhop of that Church. 
And indeed there is ſcarce any An- 
cient Writer, but what gives a full 
Atteſtation to this Truth. For Eu- 
ſebius out of St. Clemens doth tell us, 
That St. James was made Biſhop of 
Jeruſalem by the Apoſtles, u'2 mv d. 
„ahl Ts aries, after the Aſcenſion of 
our Saviour n). Then allo St. Je- 
rome as plainly from Hegefppus, ſta- 
tim poſt Paſſlonem Domini, immedi- 
ately after the Paſſion of our Lord (o). 
And Epiphanius, for his greater Cre- 
dit, makes him not only the firſt Bi- 
ſhop that ever was, adv. Hæreſ. 29. 
7. 3. but Biſhop of the Lord's own 
Throne, S aims wet. TW Yegrw cuts 
E# 755 e, and that too by the Lord's 
Appointment (p. Add to thele 
the joint Conlent and Suffrage of 
289 Biſhops in the Sixth General 
Council of Conftantmople, who did 
all affirm, That St. James, the Lord's 
Brother, was the firſt Bzſhop of Feru- 
n N i. (e) In Script, Eccleſ. ( E- 
H 2 ſalem 
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ſalem (q). Now thete are ſuffici- 
ent IJeſtimonies, and we need not to 
bring any more from Holy Scripture, 
Fathers or Councils, ſince our Adver- 
{aries themſelves do freely confels, 
that the {ame St. James was the firſt 
Biſhop of Jeruſalem, the Metropolis 
of the Jews. Thus Blondel declares, 
That all the Ancients do conſtantly 
aſſert, that James the Brother of our 
Lord was Ordain'd by his Colleagues 
Ei ſboſ of the Church of Jeruſalem 
(r). And Si/mafius tells us, That 
St. James ſtirrd not from Jeruſa- 
lem, tho' the other Apoſtl:s were 
{catter'd and diſpers d to Plant the 
Holy Goſpel in other Countries (5). 
Nay Calvin himſelf grants all that 
we plead for, in his Commentaries 
on Gal. 2. 9. He faith, That St. James 
Was preferrd to St. Peter, becauſe 
he was Ecclefie Hieroſolymitane Pre. 
. Concil. Conſtantine. in Can. 32. ( 7) Blondel i 4 
AL 


teres omnes, (5) Hieroſolymis non abſtitit, nec quoquam ex- 
tra Urbem pedem movit. Wal, Meal. p. 20. 


Y fectus, 


er EEE 


Prob al Void and Null. | IL 


fectus, Governour of the Church of 
Jeruſalem. Now for the Time that 
St. James continu'd Biſhop of Jeru- 
ſalem, we do find that St. Jerome 
does declare, That this Bleſſed Apo- 
file and Biſhop was Martvr'd in the 
ſeventh Year of Nero ( Amo Chrift: 
63.) poflquam trigmta annos Fliero- 
ſolymis rexerat Ecclefiam, after be 
had been Biſhop of Jeruſalem thirty 
Years (t). And when St. James 
was dead, then Szmeon the Son of 
Cl-ophas, one of our Savzour's Diſci- 
ples and Kindred, was made the Bi- 
ſhop of that Church, St. Peter, St. 
Paul, and St. John, and others of the 
Apoſtles being then alive, and all 
conſenting to it (u). He livd to a 
great Age, and Epipbaniis in his Ca- 
talogue of the Biſbops of Jeruſalem, 
reckons firſt St. James, and next S 
meon, who was Crucify d under Tra- 
jun ( w). 


(rt) Hieron. de Script. Ecclſ (2) Enſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſt, 
. 3. c. 10. (w) Epithan Heel. 68. - 4 FY 


of Thus 
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Thus you ſee, Pſeudocheus, That 
St. James the Leſs, one of the twelve 


urch of Feruſalem ; and kept con- 
ſtantly within his Diſtrict, in the 
Exerciſe of his Epiſcopal Function. 
And this being 1o very clear ; I know 
not what better Form of Government 


we can have, than that which was 


Eftabliſh'd at Zeruſalem in the firſt 
 Chriftzan Church that ever was, and 
of which ſome of the Kindred of our 
Saviour had the Adminiſtration. 
And now 2dly. I come to ſhew, 
That there were many Presbyters in 
the Church of Jeruſalem, the Fa- 
ſtors and Teachers of leveral Congre- 
gations in that City, and all of them 
under St.Zames's Epiſcopal Care and 
Government. After our Bleſſed S. 


viour had choſen the twelve Apoſtles, 


he appointed other Seventy allo, and 
ſent them Two and Two before him 
to prepare his Way. Of thele the 


Lord made choice of ſome to be 
Prophets, and others to be Evange- 


lifts, 


Apoſtles, was Dioceſan Biſhop of the 


Eo i het at a 
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lifts, ſome to be Pa$tors and Trach- 
ers, and others to be Helps in Co- 
vernment, according to the Meaſure 
and the Purpoſe of his Grace be- 
{tow'd upon them, in the Effuſion 
of his Spirit, 1 Cor. 12. & Eph. 4.8. 
Now out of theſe thus qualify'd and 
prepar d for the Work of God, there 
were ſeveral appointed to aſſiſt St. 
James, in the diſcharge of that great 


Truſt committed to him, by the u- 7 
nanimous Conſent of the Holy Apo- * 
files. And St. Ignatius does tell us, 1 


That there were Presbyters in the 
Church of Jeruſalem, before the E- 
lection of the Seven Deacons, for 
faith he, St. Stephen did miniſter, 
lexus xi Toi Ira guriegI, &c. to James 
and to the Presbyters (x). Now 
thele Presbyters are mention'd by 
the Name of Elders, in three ſeve- 
ral Chapters of the Acts of the Apo- 
files, during the time that St. Fames 
was Biſhop of that Church. The firſt 
(x) Rut. ep. ad Hrn. 
i 8 „ men- 


88 o * 
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mention of them is in Act. 11. 30. 
where we read, That when the Dzſ- 
ciples, which dwelt at Antioch, had 
made a Contribution for the Bre- 
thren of Judea, they ſent it to the 
Elders (i. e. the Presbyters) of Je- 
ruſalem by the Hands of Barnabas 
and Saul. The ſecond Mention of 
thele Presbyters 1s in Act. 15. 4. and 
in the 6, 22, 23 Verſes of that Chap- 
ter. Then the third Mention of 
theſe Zeruſalem-Presbyters is in Act. 
21. 18. and' there St. Luke relates, 
That St. Paul at his laſt going to Je- 
ruſalem, went in unto James, and 
that all the Elders ( 2, e. the Preſ- 
ters) were preſent; and he alſo 
tells you, what Counſel and Advice _ 
they gave him, how he might ingra- 


tiate himſelf with the Jews. Here 


we find St. James the Biſhop attend- 
ed by his an 11 , at the Reception 
of St. Paul : and they together joining 
with him in the Conſultation then in 
hand, the Buſineſs being great and 
weighty, And indeed there was a 
= = : great 


an_— 


— —— — 
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— 


great Neceſſity, that ſeveral Presby- 
ters ſhould be reſident at Jeruſalem, 
{ſince there were among ſuch large 
Numbers of Chrzſtzan Converts (as 
we have all the Reaſon imaginable to 
believe) a great many ſeveral Con- 
gregatzons; for we read in Act. 2. 
41. That there were Three Thouſand 
Perſons converted at St. Peter's firſt 
Sermon. And again in Act. 4. 4. we 
find that many of them which heard 
the Word, (then Preach'd, not in a 
Set Aſſembly, but occaſionally in the 
Temple ) believ'd ; and the Number 
of the Men was about Five Thouſand. 
And then in Act. 5. 14 St. Luke 
ſaith, That Believers were the more 
added to the Church, Multitudes 
both of Men and Women. Then 
ſtill there were greater Additions 
made to the Church, as we find in 
AEE.6. 7. That the Number of the 
Dif _ multiply d in Jeruſalem 
greatly; and a great Company of 
the Prieſts, or as the Syriac reads it, 
of the Jews, were obedient, or ſub- 
En ng | mit- 


e 
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| mitted to the Faith. But there re- 


mains yet another Inſtance, that's 


more decifive; For St. James and 
the Elders (i. e. the Presbyters ) of 
Jeruſalem oblerve to St. Paul, That 
there were many Myriads of the Cir- 
cumciſion which believed. Thou ſeeſt 
Brother how many Thouſands | My- 


 riads ] of Jews there are which he- 


lieve, and they are all zealous of the 


Law (y). And now after all theſe 


Acceſſions, what manner of Church 


{hall we conceive this to be, a Con- 
gregational one, ſhall all theſe Thou- 
— make but one Aſſembly for 
Communzon in Prayer, and the Sa- 


craments "Tis Incredible. There 


was no Place in Jeruſalem that was 
large wk to hold them, there 


were, as Haid before, many ſeveral 


Congregations, and this Church was 


no other than a Dzoceſe, which was 


Govern'd by St. James, and Taught 


by his Presbyters. 


Cy ) 48. a. 20. Ozaps'; aHage, * M 4 40, nale 
wy 7 TWEISEUL.OTOV — frater, ns — millia 


rum credentium. Ar. Mont. Pie ud. 


I 
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Pleud. I could never have thought, 
Philalethes, that ſuch an exact Plat- 
form of Diocelan Epiſcopacy could 
ever have been Seed uc from the 
Holy Scriptures; 70 indeed ſeem 
to be very rational Obſervations, and 
I could wiſh that you would oblige me 
with ſome more Jeſtimonies of this 
Nature from Sacred Writ. 

Phal. Such Favours, Sir, ſhall be 
as readily granted, as requeſted , and 
if you pleaſe to conſider, youll find 
that there were {ſeveral Churches 
in the Apoſtles times, which had 
many Presbyters that labourd in 
the Word, over whom Apo5tles or 
Apoftolick Men did preſide. This 
the Holy Scriptures do plainly at- 
teſt ; In the Church of Epheſus, Acl. 
20. 17. in the Church of Rome, Rom. 
16. of Corinth, 1 Cor. 14. 29. of Phi- 
lippbi, Phil. 1. 1. of Theſſalonica, 
1 Thefſ. 5. 12. of other Churches the 
like is athrm'd, Heb. 13. 17. St. James 
5. 14. I St. Pet. 5. 1. Now by God's 
| perpetual Ordinance, as your ſelves 
cone 
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confeſs, there.muſt be one chief Pa. 
ſtor of each Presbytery, to guide as 
well the Presbyters that are Teachers, 
as the Flock, that are Hearers : Tell 
me then, what Difference betwirt 
chief Paſtors eſtabliſſ'd in every Ci- 
ty, by Cod s Law, as you are forc d 
to grant; and the Biſhops ſucceed- 
ing the Apoitles in their Churches 
and Chairs, as the Fathers affirm 
(z). It ron diſlike the Word Bzſhop 
at is Catholic and Apostolick ; if you 


diſlike the Office, it is God's Or di- 


nance, by the Aſſertion of your own 
Party. For Beza does make it an 
Eſſential and Pcrpetual Part of God's 
 Ordmance to have one Chief in eve- 
ry Presbytervy. 


— 


His Words are theſe, Eſſentiale fu- 


it in ev de quo hic agimus, quod ex 


Dei Ordinatione perpetua neceſſe fu- 


#, cſi, & erit, ut in Presbyterio 


() Emnſeb. Chron. Hieron. Interprete. Theogoret, in Phi- 
lip. 2. 15. "Empeodimy !, Amon —TS5 VV νE,ñüä NES, 
"E710-7us Aeg Ng &, . Thoſe very Perſons were call'd 
| Apoſtles, whom by Vſage of Speech, the Church now call 


Biſhops. 
_ quiſ- 


6 
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quiſpiam & loco & dignitate primus, 
action gubernande prefit, cum eo, 
quod ipſi attrabutum et jure Ca). 
This was Eflential in the Matter we 
have in Hand, that by God's Ordi- 
nance which muſt always endure, it 
has been, 1s and ſhall be needful, 
that in the Presbytery one Chief in 
Place and Dignity, ſhould moderate 
and rule every Action, with that 
Right which is allow'd him by God's 
Law. Yea, Calvin himſelf ſays, Nec 
umanum eſt Inventum, ſed Dei ipfi- 
ws Inſtitutum, quod ſingul is ſuas aſ- 
gnamus E «Bah Paulus Archip- 
pm Coloſſenſfum Epiſcopum comme- 
norat (5). It is not Man's Device, 
ut the very Ordinance of God, that 
re aſſign to every Man his Church. 
Wau! himſelf mentions Archippus, 

b:[hop of Coloſſus. And Calvin fur- 
her ſays, That Equality breeds Fa- 
ons (c. © Subordmarion then 
f 4) I Reſponſ. ad Tractat. de Miniſtror. Evangel. Gra- 


bt. Cap. 23. Fol. 153. (6) Cale. Inflitm. lib. q. cap. 3. 
c Calv. Inſt itut. lib. 4. cab. 4. 8 


4 in 
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« in ſome, and Superiority in o- 
ce thers*, is as requiſite to Eccleſia- 
ct ical as Civil Polity, without 
* which Sch:ſm becomes as fatal to 
cc the Church, as Rebellion is to the 
« State. So that all of us muſt ſub- 
ce ſcribe to the grave Sentence and 
«© Judgment of St. Jerom; unlels 
© the Epi ſcopal Pre-emmence of Au. 
ce thority and Office be preſerv d. 
* For, faith he, To ſuppreſs the 
«© Seeds of Diſſention, one was {et 
© above the reſt ; otherwile there 
cc would be, Tot in Eccleſtis efficien 
c ter Schiſmata, quot Sacerdote 
©(d). As many Schiſms in the 
E Church, as there are Presbyters; 
” eſpecially, if every Presbyter has 
Power of Ordination intrinſecal te 
cc his Office, by the Diuine Right ot p 
« Apoſtolical Iuſtitution. For what 
e then would be the Uſe of Ordinat. 


- | | 2 N 0 
aon, but chiefly to propagate Schiſm f 
» Bp. Moſſom on Matth. 28. 19, Ge. (4) Heron. « 7 


Evagr. & contra Laciteranos. 


Pſeud 
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Pſeud. Tow ſay, Sir, that there 
muſt be one chief Paſtor in every Preſ- 
bytery, to guide as well the Presby- 
ters that are Teachers, as the Flock 
that are Hearers. This us very true, 
and in all Presbyteries or Synods 
{ whether great or ſmall ) tis fit, 


for Order's ſake, that there ſhould 


be a Preſident or Moderator over the 
reſt, and it has been our uſual Pra- 
chice. Now if you will call the Mode- 


1 rator of a Presbytery by the Name of 


a Biſhop, I ſhall not gam-ſay it, pro- 
vided you grant the Presbyters o be 


I Beza pleads for in the Words by you 


alledg d. And as to your Quotation 


ont of Calvin, it ſerves not your pur- 


poſe at all; for his aſſerting the Di- 
vine Ri ght of a Biſhop or Presbyter | 


Tf wer every particular Church, 2s ſo 
Jar from favourmg Diocelan Prelacy 


that it is directly contrary to it. But 
r. 7 % Letters, 0.34, 37. 8 
if 


bis Colleagues, and of the ſame Of- 
fe with Bim. Such a Biſhop as this 
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if you would be contented with ſuch a 
Preſidency or Epilcopacy, as the Re- 
verend and truly Learned Biſhop 
Uſher propos d to King Charles I. 4 
an expedient to unite the Engliſh Pro- 
teſtants, and Reform the Church, 
I believe few of the Nonconformiſts 
would refuſe to ſubmit to it e). 
For my Part, I could readily comply 
therewith. But this Excellent Biſhop 
an his Book ( as is evident from ma- 
ny Expreſſions therein) ſuppoſes Bi- 
ſhop and Presbyter to be really of the 
ſame Office, and to differ only Gradu 
iu Degree; not Ordine in Order; as 
of they were of a Distmct Office. 
Phil. Indeed, Pſeudocheus, if you 
will have your Moderator to be a 
Biſbop, I ſhall not gain ſay it, pro- 
vided that he be ſuch a Moderator, 
who ſhall be a ftanding Officer, du- 
ring Life, to whom all the Presby- 
ters are to be obedient as to Chrzxt, 


that is, to the Moderator, as repre- I} 


(+) Bp. Uſher's Reduition of Epiſcopacy, in Prefar. g i. 


2+ and Prop. 1. 
ſenting 


\ 
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ſenting the — of Chriſt: That 


he be truly Conſecrated, and under- 
ſtood as the Principle of Unity in his 
Church; ſo that they, who unjuſtly 
break off from his Communion , 
are thereby in a Schiſm; That he 
ſhew his Succeſſion by Regular Ordi- 
nation, convey'd down from the Ho- 
ly Apoſtles. In ſhort, that he have 
all that Character and Auttority, 
which we lce to have been Recogniz d 


in the Biſbops, in the very Age f 


the Apojtles, and all the ſucceeding 


Ages of Chriſtzanitty ; and then call 
lim Moderator, Supermtendent, or 


Biſhop : For the Conteſt is not about 
the Name, but the Thing. 

And here I cannot but wonder at 
your ſtrange Miſrepreſentations of 
Calum and Beza, who, with others 
of our Reformers, did ever account 
it a moſt unjuſt Keproach upon them, 
to think that they condemn'd E ; 
ſcopacy; which they ſay they did 


not throw off, but could not have it 


in Geneva, without coming under 
1 5 


| IE 
Oe „„ 
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the Papal Hierarchy: They highly 
Applauded and Congratulated the 
Fpiſcepal Hierarchy of the Church 
of England, as it appears in their ſe- 
veral Letters to Queen Elizabeth, to 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
others of our Eugliſh Biſhops : They 
pray'd heartily to God for the Cont:- 
nuance and Preſervation of it: They 
lamented their own unhappy Circum- 
ſtances, and wiſh'd for Eprſcopacy 
in their own Churches , the want of 
which they own'd as a great Defect , 
but call'd it their Mzsfortunc rather 
than their Fault. As the Learned of 
the French Hugonots have likewiſe 
pleaded in their Behalf. As for their 
Excuſe, I ſhall not meddle with that, 
becauſe I think it was not ſufficient; 
They might have had Biſbops con ſo- 
crated in other Places; ior Archbi- 
ſhop Cranmer was fx'd in his See of 
Canterbury three Years before John 
3 John Calvin came firſt to Geneva in 1536. after ſome 
time he was order d ts depart that City, but was recall d Sept. 


1541. where he continu'd to his Death, which was in the 
Tear of our Lord, 1564. 


Calum 
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Calvin came firſt to Geneva, and the 


vil Magiſtrate would as well have 
receiv d Keform'd Biſhops, as it did 
Presbyters afterwards. But whate- 
ver becomes of their Excuſe, 'tis ve- - 


7 plain, that they gave their S. 


rage for Epi ſcopacy, which whoſo 
pleales may lee at large in Dr. Du- 
rel's View of the Government and 


Worſhip in the Reforn'd Churches be- 


vond the Seas, (who was himſelf one 


of them) Printed, 1662. So that 


our Modern Presbyterians have de- 


parted from Calvin as well as from 


Luther, in their Abhorrence of Epi- 
ſcopacy, from all the Chr:ſizan World, 
in all Ages; and particularly from 
our late Reformers, both of one 


ſort, and of the other. For John 


Calvin, tho he was never Ordain d, 
(as Bega and Papirius Maſſonius, two 
Writers of his Life, do teſti fie“) yet 
does he thus deliver himſelf in his 
Vindication of the Hierarchy. Talem 


* I: Vita Calvini. „ 
I 2 5 
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ſi nobis Hierarchiam exhibeant, in 
qua fic emincant Epiſcopi, ut Christo 
ſubeſſe non recuſent, & ab allo tan- 
quam wunico Capite pendeant, & ad 
zpſum referantur, &c. Tum vero 
nullo non_4nathcmate dgnos fatcar, 
ſi qui erunt, qui non Fam reverenter, 

ſummaq: Obedientii obſervent ( f ). 
If they would give us fuch an Hie- 
rarchy, in which the Biſbops ſhould 
{o excel, as that they did not refuſe 
to be ſubject ro Chrſt, and to depend 
upon him, as their only Head, and 
refer all to Him; then I will confels, 
that they are worthy of all Anathe- 
ma's, it any iuch ſhall be found, who 
will not Reverence it, and ſubmit 
themſelves to it, with the utmoſt 
Obedience. And Bega ſuppoſes as 
poſitively as Calom, That there were 
none that would oppoſe the Ep:ſco- 
pal Hierarchy; and he condemns 
them as Mad-men, if any ſuch could 
? (J) Calvin. de Neceſſitat. Eccleſ. Reformand. Calvin 


little thought what 4 perverſe Spirit would hereafter ariſe iu 
our Engliſh. Fanaticks. , 
"EC 


— 
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be found. For thus ſaith he in thai 
very Book which he wrote againſt 
Serauia, a Prebend of Canterbury. 
Si qui ſunt autem { quod ſane nb; 
non facile perſuaſeris ) qui onmen 
Fpſcoporum Ordmem repcant, ab- 
fit ut quiſquam ſatis ſane Mentis ſu- 
rorabus illorum afſentiatur (). It 
there be any ſuch (which you ſhall 
hardly perſwade me to believe) Who 
reject the whole Order of Ehiſcopa- 
cy; God forbid that any Man in his 
Wits, ſhould aſſent to the Madneſs of 
ſuch Men. And then afterwards he 
goes on and ſaith, Quod fi nunc Eccleſiæ 
mitaurate Anglicanæ ſuorum Epiſco- 
porum & Archie piſcoporum Aut hori- 
tate ee perstant, quemadmo- 
dum hoc illis noſtra memorn contigit, 
ut ejus Ordimis Homes non tantun; 
49 Dei Martyres, ſed etiam 
prestantiſſumos Dottores & Pastores 
habuerit, &c. (h ). If the Refor- 
med Churches of England remain 


g Bexa de Grad, Minift. Frag. c. 1. () Ihidem 


C. 18, | 
Fan” 7 
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{till {upported with the Authority 
of their Archbiſhops and Biſhops, as 
it hath come to paſs in our Memo- 
ry, that they have had Men of that 
Rank, not only famous Martyrs, 
but moſt excellent Doctors and Pa- 
ſtors, &c. And then he calls the Hz 
erarchy a Singular Bleſſing of God, 
& Fruatur ſane ista ſingular: Dez he- 

neficentia, que utmam fit illi Per pe- 
tua ( 7): and wiſhes that the Church. 
may eyer enjoy it. So that you, 
Pſeudocheus, and the Modern Preſ- 
byterians, are diſarm'd of the Pre- 
cedent of Calom and Beza, and all 
the Reformers abroad, by whole 
Sentence ye are Anathematiz'd, and 
counted as Mad-men. And now that 
you ſpeak of Archbiſhop Uſper's Re- 
duction of Epiſcopacy to the Form of 
Synodlical Government, pray take this 
Account of it from his Grace's then 
Chaplain, Dr. Nicholas Bernard, 
ſometime Preacher to the Honoura- 


(5) Bexa de Grad, Ain. Evarg, c. 1. 


ble 
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ble Society of Grays-Iun, London. 
In that Book of his Entitled, (ad: 
Trabales, pag. 54. he there faith, 
* As for that of his Reduction of 
*© Eprſcopacy to the Form of Syno- 
ce dical Government, &c. preſented 
** to his late Majeſty of Bleſſed Me- 
* mory, Anno 1641. It is to be con- 
ſider'd, how it was occaſion'd by 
the preſent Tempestuous Violence 
of the Iimes, as an Accommoda- 
tion by way of Prevention of a 
total Shipwrack threatned by the 
Adoerſaries of it, as appears ſuf- 
fciently by the Title before it, 
ri. Propos d in the Tear 1641. as 
an Expedient for the Prevention 
c of thoſe Troubles which afterwards 
| © did ariſe in Matters of Church- 
f © Government, &c. Now what can 
** this, in the Senle of any Prudent 
: * OUnbiaſs d Perſon prejudice him in 


CC 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


ö * his Judgment or Affection to Ep:- 
, ce ſcopacy it ſelf, which rather con- 
„ firms it. The Merchant parts 


«© with that in a Storm, that he 
I 4 * would  --} 
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cc 


would not have done in a 0 alm, 
and at Shore recruits himſelf with 
* the like Goods again. St. Paul 
© in that Wrack, Act. 27. conlent- 
ed not only to the 23 of the 
Ship of its Lading, but "of the 
Tackling alſo, We "caſt them out 


cc 


own Hands, and all for the ſaving 


(it it were poſſible) of the Ship, 
ana the Pajſengers in ii. But now 
by the way, ſince Archbp. Ujher's 

Judgment w ays fo powerfully with 
vou, pray comply with it in another 
Particular; tis ſet down by the ſame 
Dr. Bernard, in pag. 55. of the afore- 
faid Book. © For * Form of Words 


* usd by the . in the Ordma- 
** £207 * the Church of England, he 


CEC 


* much approve thereof, vig. Recezve 


* the Holy Ghoſt, Whoſe Sms thou 
Fe dof remit, they are remitted, and 

whoſe Sins thou doſt retam, "they 
prox retained ; and be thou a faith: 


" * Pi, penſer of the Word of God, 
an 


<C 


( faith he, or St. Luke with our 


** ( meaning the Archbiſhop ) did 


— 
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and of bis Holy Sacraments, &c. 
And the Delivering of the Bible 
into the Hands of the Perſon Or- 
dain d, laying, Take thou Authority 
* to Preach the Word of God, and Ad- 
miniſter the Sacraments, &c. Which 
being wholly omitted in that ofthe 
Presbyterzan Way, and no other 
'* Words to that Senſe us'd in their 
Room, and thereupon no expreſs 
tranſmiſſion of Mmiflerial Power, 
the Archbiſhop was wont to lay, 
*© That ſuch an Impoſition of Hands 
© (by ſome call'd the Seal of Or di- 
nation without a Commiſſion an- 
nex d, ſeem d to bim to be as the 
** putting of a Seal to a Blank, That 
* the Scruple was not only in the In- 
'* ſtrumental Cauſe, but in the For- 
* mal: and that if a Biſhop had been 
*© preſent, and done no more, the 
© ſame Query might have bcen of the 
ce Validity of it”. And in a Letter 
to Dr. Bernard, which was publiſh- 
ed, he there declar d, That the 
Ordination made by ſuch Presby- 
| * ters 


cc 


— 
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« ters, as have ſever'd themſelves 
* from their Biſbops, unto whom 
ce they'd {worn (Canonical Obedience, 
© cannot be excus d from being 
* Schiſmatical . So that this 
Learned Primate could find no Sal- 
vo for our Engliſh Presbyterians, but 
he leaves them under the Cuilt of 
their Schiſm. And now I ſhall cloſe 
my Anſwer to your laſt Objections, 
with the Words of that Glorious 
Martvr King Charles I. of ever Bleſ- 
{ed Memory, which he deliver'd in 
his Diſpute at Newport in the Iſle of 
Wight; where that Royal Champion 
(like another Athanaſms, fighting 
againſt the World) tells thoſe Preſ- 
byterzian Miniſters, © That he is 
* not much concern d, whether they 
*© call Ehiſcopatus Ordo, or Gradus, 
* or what Name they give it, pro- 
** vided they acknowledge the Supe- 
of &) This was written in his Note- Book with his own Hand, 
dated 1655. 4 little before his Death, as we are aſſur d by 
the Lord Primate's Grandſon, James Tyrrel, Eſq; in the Ap- 


pendix to his Crandfather t Life, p. 6. when Epiſcopacy 
was at its loweſt Ebb in this * . , as 


| F rwray 


kan . A 19% A © 1; 


4; a... 6 6... an Yn. 2 


ad. 
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« riority of thole Church-Offcers 
« over Presbyters and Deacons ”. 
This was formerly inſinuated by that 
Great and Good Prince, in his Diſ- 
putation with Mr. Henderſon at 
Newcaſtle, whom he routed both 
Horle and Foot, and {ent home that 
Apoſtle of the Covenant, a Royal Pro- 
ſelyte. For this great Athleta (like 
to the invincible Hercules in all his 
Labours ) was, in all the Diſputes 
that he manag'd with his unparallel- 
led Pen, more than Conqueror, thro' 
him that lov'd him. Yea, Salmaſi- 
us and Blonde] (the two great ans 
pions of Presbytery ) are conſtrain d 
to grant a Difference, at leaſt in the 
Second Century, betwixt Presbyters 
and B:ſhops. And if Blonde] from 
the Year 146, (which he makes the 
Epocha of that Nomina] Impropria- 
Lion; ) had made a Retrogradation to 
CXI, he would have found St. Igna- 
tius, in his Epiſtles, which are ac- 
counted Genuine clearly and fre- 
quently diſtinguiſhing betwixt Bi- 


ſhops, 
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ſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons ; 
(and that in no leſs than thirty five 
{everal Jeſtimonies and theſe Epi- 
ſtles are now ſo fully vindicated by 
Archbiſhop Uſher, If. Voſſius, Dr. 
Hammond and Biſhop Pearſon ; that 
all the Gratings of Daills, Salmaſius, 
Blondel, Capellus, Larroque, and Dr. 
Owen, will never file off the leaſt A- 
tom from their Solidity. 

Pleud. * Pray, Philalethes, Has 
Diocelan Superiority done any good 
in prevent ing or curmg any Schilms ? 
Has it not rather beenan Occaſion ( at 
| leaſt) if not the cauſe of the Increaſe 


thereof ever ſince its firſt Erection ? | 


Witneſs the ſad Accounts which Hiſto- 
rians and other Eccleſiaſtical Writers 
give of the many Tumults that have 
been rais'd, and Seditions flirr d up 
by thoſe that Anibitiouſiy ſtrove for 
this Pre-eminence and Dignity. Wit- 
neſs alſo thoſe frequent Excommu- 
nications of each other, and often- 


— 


Nr. J. . Letters, p. 40. 


| times 
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times for Trifles. Witneſs thoſe 
groundleſs Impoſitions of Things part- 
ly needleſs; partly miſchievous and 
hurtful, on the Conſciencæs of Chri- 
ſtians, without the leaft Warrant from 
God's Word or right Reaſon, under 
pretence of Decency and Order. By 
which Lords it over God's Heri- 
tage / as St. Peter cells it, 1 Pet. 5. 
2.) they have audaczoufly preſum'd 
to exclude many from Church- Com- 
munion, whom Chriſt Jeſus and hzs 
Apoltles never excluded: And that 
meerly for refuſing to ſubmit to thoſe 
Terms, which { as they have no Rea- 


ſon for which they ſhould be urged, 


but the Will and Pleaſure of the Im- 
poſers, ſo were never preſcrib d 
by our Lord. Hence are the Con- 
ſcrences of weak Chriſtians inſuar d, 

and their Minds filld with perplex- 
ing Scruples, who ought to have been 
recew'd into the Church's Commu- 


nion { zf found in the Faith, and Ho- 
ir 7. W's Lanes, f. 40, 41 _ 


+ 
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ly in Life ) without requiring need. 
le s and doubtful Things as the Con. 
ation of that Communion, Rom. 14. 
1, 6, 13, 15, 17, 18, 23 Hence 
Schilms and Diviſions, which Hare 
Rent the Church of Chriſt and ſplit 
at into ſeveral Parties, owe 
their Original (for the moſt part) 
to the Impoſitions of Dioceſan Pre- 
lacy. 


- 


the Biſbops of the Romiſh Church, or 
upon the Bzſhops of our Church of 
England? It tis laid upon the Biſhops 
of the Komiſh Church, it does not 
then concern us: But if tis laid up- 
on the Biſhops of our Church of Eng- 
land, then you had it either from 
Mr. William Prynne of Infamous Me- 
mory, or from Mr. Richard Baxter 
of Inveterate Malice. If from 
Prynne's Hiftory of Bijhops fince ths 
Reformation, then you found no- 
thing but invidious Miſrepreſenta. 
tions and notorious Calumnzes. And 


Bil. Is this heavy Charge againſi 
Epi ſcopacy, Pſeudocheus, laid upon 


amn 


if 
al 
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if from Mr. Baxter's Treatiſe of Di- 
oceſan Biſhops, his Church Hiſtory, 
or his Plea for Peace, then you have 
nothing elle but ahommable Stories 
taken from Heretical Authors, as 
Philoftor gms, Sondlius, and ſuch o- 


— 


chers: all which are various Ac- 

ö counts of a great many Confuſions, 
rais'd by Ambitzous Presbyters, and 
. | their Party, againſt the Pious and 
orthodox Biſhops, who tufter d un- 
der Heathen, Arian, and Heretical 
T 


"| Fmperours. And all thoſe Tranſ- 
actions does Mr. Baxter moſt ſhame- 
fully miſapply to the B:/hops and 
Councils; and he often ſpeaks more 
P | favourably of-Hereticks, viz. of A. 


SN ras, the Novatians, and the Dona- 
m 7:fts, who tho' they were uſurping 
. Presbyters, he calls them Bzſhops ; 
I and thro' their Sides he ſtrikes at the 


my Sacred Office, pag. 276 of his Plea 
bs for Peace. It was, faith he, by Bi- 


10} ſhops firing who ſhould be Chief, 
2 that the Donatiſts ſet 8 whereas 
ney the Donatizts were diſcontented 


= 2 Preſ- 
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Presbyters. And evident it is, what- 
ever Quarrel there was in all urch. 
Hiſtory, wherein a Biſbop was con- 
cern d, howloever Innocent, howlo- 
ever Orthodox, Mr. Baxter made 
him the Cauſe of the Quarre!, and 
was his avow'd Adverſary. For did 
not Mr. Baxter know, (however he 
diſſembld it) that Arms and A- 
rus, Novatus and Novatian, Majo- 
rinus Chaplain to Lucilla, a Noble 
Woman, with Botruus and Szleſius“, 
who firſt oppos'd Cæcilian Biſhop of 
Carthage, (and ſet up for Liſhops 
by the Help of Dcnatus, who ſuc- 
ceeded them, and gave Name to the 
Schiſm) were all of them Presby- 

ters? Then afterwards they dub'd 

one another Biſhops, and with whole 
Armies oppos d their lawful Bzſhops, 
who with great Patience and Con- 

ſtancy withſtood their Malice. And 
thus aſter the ſame manner, and 
with the like Injuſtice, you may 

® Seme Writers call theſe Botrus and Celeſius. 


throw 
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throw all the Rebel/zons and Outra- 
ges, all the Blaſphemies, Factions, 
and Schiſms, that have been for theſe 
Sixty Years and upwards, upon the 
Biſhops of this Realm, whereto (as 

tis very well known) the Presbyteri- 

ans firſt open'd the Way, and then 
led the Dance. Then it was, in 

- | thole Times of Violence and Uſurpa- 

tion, (when Men did diſregard their 

Spiritual Guides and Governours ) 

„that Atheiſm and Tnfidelity, Pro- 

| faneneſs and . of Man- 

) 


ners, and all kinds of Dzſhonesty and 
Baſeneſs did Grow and Increaſe. 
What Diſmal Tragedies had we in 
- | that Age acted upon the Stage of our 
own Country: What Bloody Wars 
and Muyurthers, ( Murthers of the 
„bed of Rings, and beſt of Biſhops, as 
- | alſo of Nobles and Preciis * ) What 
| _ miſerable Oppreſſions, Extortions, 


and Rapines What execravle Sed:- 
| trons and Rebellzons * What $arda- 
rous Animoſities and Fenuds ? What 
abommable Treaſons, Sacrilæges, Per- 

7 K Juries 
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juries and Blaſphennes? What Hor- 
rible Violations of all Julie and 
Honeſiy? And whence I pray was the 
Source and Original of all theſe 
Things? Did they not proceed from 
your Murmurmes azuinft and from 
your Rejecting and Per ſeciting your 
Spiritual Governours , from your 
caſting them down, from vour ſpur- 
ning their Advice, and from your 
trumpling upon their Authority? 
Your Anceftors would have done 
well to have taken the Advice of St. 
| Tenatins, that Holy Martyr, and 
Diſciple of the Apojttes, who, in all 
his Epiſtles to the ſeveral Churches, 
to whom he wrote, did moſt earneſt- 
ly prels the In 1 penſible Obligation 
of a ſtrict Obedience to their reſpe- 
ctive Biſhops. That the Lazty ſhould 
ſubmit themſelves to the Presbyters 
and Deacons, as to the Apostolical 


Collage under Chrift ; And that the 


Presvyb#ers.and Deacons, as well as 
the L.:ztv, ſhould Obey their Bſhop 
as Oriſt Himſelf, whole Perſon he 
did Repreſent. - For, ſaith he, as the 

Biſhop 


— 
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Biſhop doth prefide in ths Place of 
God, we muſt ther-fore look upon him 
as our Lord hmfelf ; or as our Lord's 
Repreſentative (I). And that we 
muſt be ſubject unto him, as vnto 
Feſus Chriſt (m). And that there- 
fore whoever kept not outward (m- 
mimian with his Bibo, did forfeit 
his zn ward Communion with Jeſus 
Sri. And tis not lawful without 
the Biſhop, either to Baptize, or cc- 
lebrate the Offices ; But what he ap- 
proves of, according to the good 
Pleaſure of God, that is firm and 
ſafe, and ſo we do every thing {e- 
curely (n). Beware then, Pſendo- 
cheus, of caſting any vile Aſperſions 
upon the Sacred Order of Eprſco- 
pacy : For «they were Proteſtant Bi- 
ſbops that did defend the Reforma- 
tion by their Writmgs, and did ſeal 
it with their Blood. What Gampi- 
Ci Tloprgnubs dd Emoxbru de au. ©68. Tpnar. ad Mag- 
ne. Tov s, Emoxomor dn n ws aumy t Keie Sd weeBacmun, 


Ignat. ad Epheſ. (m) To Em xanp Yarra oy 74 Kueigps 
Ięnat. ad Trall. (=) Ignat. ad Smyrn, 
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ons has the Proteſtant Religion ever 
had to be compar'd in all Reſpects 
with our Craumer, Ridley, Sands, 
Jewel, Parker, Bilſon, Andrews, 
Buckeridge, Morton, Hall, Dave- 
nant, White, Uſher, Morley, Bram- 
hall, Gunning, Pearſon, Stillingfleet, 
and many other Biſbops of the Church 
of England? And notwithſtanding 
the hard fortune Archbiſhop Laud 
had in other Reſpects, not to be well 
underſtood in the Age he livd in; 
yet his Enemies cannot deny his 
Book to be written with as much 
Strength and Judgment againſt the 
Church of Rome, as any other what- 
ſoever. And had that Great and 
Good Prelate but livd in more Ho- 
neſt and better Times, he would have 
been Highly Inſtrumental in tranſmit- 
ting this Epiſcopal Church of Eng- 
land mulnerable to all Poſterity, by 

ſuch ſecure and prudent Laws, that 
no Perſon whatſoever ſhould have 
ever prefum'd to attempt its Ruin. 
Then 


nn i os 


Frovd Fa and Nall. 133 


Then Fact:on and Sedition would 
have been chas'd into their pro- 
per Dens, and ſent back to inhabit 
thole Black and Diſmal Regions, 
where they were firſt invented. 

And this I ſhall farther {ay of the 
Biſhops of the Church of England, that 
they have done incomparably more 
Service againſt Popery, from the Re- 
formation to this Day, than all the 
other Partics among us put toge- 
ther. ED To 

Pleud. Have you done, Philale- 
thes ? . 5 

Phil. No, Sir, your ſenſeleſs and 
indecent Reflectious upon our moſt 
excellent Liturgy, and our very fig- 

2 Ceremonzes (hall 


K 3 voin 
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from God's Word or right Reaſon, 
under pretence of Decency or Order. 
To this j aniwer, _. 

iſt. If it be miſchievous and hurt- 
ful to the Conſciences of Chriſtzans to 
vie and thing in the Worſhip of God, 
which he himſelf has not command- 
ed, and which is not preſcrib'd by a 


Dirine Law; then what ſhall we 


think of the Diſſenters themſelves, 
for they uſe ſeveral Things in their 
Werſhipping of God, for which there 
is no Dizzze Law or Command? 
Wnere is it commanded that they 
ſhall uſe a concerv'd Praver of their 
own, and not Pray by a Form” 
Where is it commanded that they 
ſhould receive the Sacrament fitting 


not 4nre/ang © Where is it command- 


ed that the Mt ſhall be cloath- 
ed in Black, and ſhall not wear a 
Sur plice when he ojuczat: s? Nay, ſe- 
veral Things beſides that are in uſe 
among your Party, are no more ex- 
prelly commanded by a Law cf God, 
chan thoſe among us, 5 

he - 3 


» 
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And then 2dlv. If it be . = chic 
ors and hurtful” to uſe ary thing in 
the Worſhip of God, that Cod him- 
ſelf has not preſeribd, theu wi.at 
ſhall we think of leveral things, that 
the 7Zews us in thei: rp, which 
Cod had not comminde'l, and yet 
both our BY! fot Saviour, and his 
Holz poſt's county 4 with them. 
The - had only a Command for 
their == ng in the Je or in the 
Tabernacle, not in their 57 IFOGHeS, 
Whitller our Szvzorr and his Apoſtles 
often :ciorted. The Jews = n0 
Com mand 1 in their Zen for reading 
or frea mg Moſes; tucc every Sab- 
bath day, as was acculiom'd, Aci. 13. 
21. Nor for that HH of Prayer 
and Liturgy which ity mV there, 
and in which there i 18 no doubt. Þut 
that our $4507 a- | his Apoll 2s 
join'd with them. There Was no 
Diome Command o: 1: Feaſt of the 
Dedication of the: dle, at which 
our Savzour was p ent, Fo. 10. 22. 
and yet he never 11 the leaf? repro- 
K 4 ved 
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ved thole appointed Uſages, as ha- 
ving any thing that was miſchievous 
and /:7t/:1 in them; but he com- 
ply'd with them, and countenanc'd 
them by his own Example: So allo 
in the Pert, which was a very 
conſiderable Rite and Part of the 


Fewiſh Worſhip, our Saviour us d the 


Poſture of Dzſcumbency in the Fat- 
ing of it, tho that was not the Po- 
ſture commanded in the Law at the 
firſt Inſtitution of it, Exod. 12. II. 
but it was taken up afterward by the 


Jewiſh Church, when they were let- 


tled with Eaſe and Liberty in the 


Land of Canaan. And the Cup of 
Charity likewiſe, that was not of 


Divine Inſtitution, vet this our Sav- 
our us d allo after the manner of the 
Jews, Luke 22. 17. and he was plea- 
{ed to conform to many innocent 


and inoffenſive Rites of the Jewiſh 
Church, in their Dwme Worſhip, 


tho' they were not all of them ex- 
preſſy commanded or preſcrib'd by 
Ged. I know, Sir, that the Teach. 

ers 


, . ads > -\ 
4 Hebe, * * * 1 
; . 3 aj ar 
Sip get 
N 


Proved Void and Null. 137 
ers of your Party do argue from 
Chriſt's putting an end to the Cere- 
monial Law, that therefore they are 
abſolv'd from all Obedience to Cre- 
monies impos d; and that this is their 
Sriſtian Liberty, to which they are 
oblig d to ſtand faſt, Gal. 5. 1. Now 
at this rate, They might as well rea- 
ſon from the Abolition of their Judi- 
cial Law allo, that they are freed 
from their Czvz] Obedience. Can 
God be ſervd without Ceremony? 
And is there not a vaſt Difference be- 
twixt the Ceremonzes of the Jewiſh 
and of our riſtian Church ? Thoſe 
were Types of Chriſt to come, and to 
| retain them were in effect to deny 
Chriſt's being come. And the Liber- 
ty St. Paul {peaks of, 1s that of the 
Gentile Christians, that they ſhould 
not ſubmit to the Zewz:ſh Toke, and 
has nothing at all to do in the Caſe 
betwirt us. And muſt we now be 
ſo jealous of Judaiſm, that becauſe 
| they had many Cæremonies, we mult 
have none? According to this ot 
ee 0 


hes. Ji... [At 
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of Reafe ontug, fecauſe they had Pric H 
and Sa! Bal bo, we mult have none. 
For any other Offence that may be 


taken againſt our Rztes and Uſages, 


either as to Alultiiude or Danger of 
Superjiition, the Church her (elf has 


given thit pores and prudent Ac- 


count *, that all. who are pous and 
bumble the emſclves, cannot but be ſa- 
tisfy d; and truly where there 
is no Humility, I may very well que- 
ſtion, whether there can be any fin- 


cere Piety. 


And again 3dlv. If it be miſchic- 
vous and hurtful to ule any thing in 


the Norſbip of God, which has not 


been preſcribd in his Holy Word, 
what = {hall we thi * of the 
whole Chriftian Church, who did uſe 
ſome things in their Worſhip. which 


were no way commanded by our 


Saviour Chriſtꝰ The Salutation of 
Charity, which is mention'd in Rom. 
16. 16. 1 Pet. 5. 14. was an outward 


» ? bn the Preface to the Common-Prayer- Bock. was 


Sy ni 


— 


Prob d Void and Null. 139 


| Symbol of Love and Charity, which 
the Chreſizans us d at their Meeting 
at Prayers and the Sacrament ; and 
| {uch alſo were their Love-Feasts or 
| Feaſts of Charity, which were Cele- 
* | Þrated together with the Lord's-Sup- 
per, 1 Cor. 11. 20. Jud. 12. Theſe 
and ſome others were only ſuch Rztes 
as the riſlians, without any Com- 
mand of Chriſt, thought fit to join 
with the molt ſolemn Parts of the 
Sriſtian Worſhip ; and yet they were 
of {o indifferent and alterable a Na- 
ture, that the Oriſtian Church has 
thought ir a Matter of Prudence to 
lay them aſide. For God has left 
ſuch Kztes and Ceremonzes to be de- 
termin d by particular Churches and 
their Governours, and has only com- 
manded the Subftantials of his Mor- 
| ſhip, and given general Rules for all 
things to be done decently and in 
Order (o). Tis very plain that 
God has no where commande. them 


% 25: © Mw . AX 0 20 


194. 
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himſelf, nor can there be any parti- 
cular Directory for them produc'd 
out of the Holy Scriptures; and as 


plain it is that there would be perpe- 


tual Confuhon and Diſorder in the 
urch, if theſe were not appointed 


in ſeveral Places, by thoſe who are 


Governours of 1t; and when they 
are fo commanded, 1f there 1s no- 
thing in them, that is contrarv to 
the Law of God, they are to be o- 


bey d and oblervd; they cannot be 


unlawful when no Law forbids them, 
but they may become neceſſary in 


their Uſe, when they were mdiffe- 


rent in their Nature, by the Com- 
mandment of a lawful Authority ; 
and ſurely there can be no Sin or 
Superſtition 1n them upon that Ac- 
count. Certain it is, that many 
Mens Diſlike to our 33 


Common- Prayers proceeds from thoſe 


wrong Notions they have of them; 


They think becauſe the Roman Devo- 
tionals retain ſome part of them, 


that they cannot be good, becauſe 


— WWW 
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they have been lometiines mix d with 
what 1s evil : But muſt we renounce 
the Holy Trinity, and other Articles 
of our Chriſtian Faith, becauſe the 


Papifts hold the fame; this would 


be altogether unaccountable? The 
Vejels of the Temple were carry'd to 
Babylon, and prophan'd by Belſhaz- 
zar, yet were they not reſtor d and 
conſecrated by Ezra to the Service of 
God? There were Liturgies extant 
in the Church before the Maſs had 

either Name or Beine; and Rome 
Chriſtian was much elder than that of 
Papal : When therefore the Myſtery 
of Inzquity began to appear, the Old 
or Firft Common-Prayer was not abo- 
IHh'd, only mix d with Errors and 
Corruptions; which Blemiſbes being 
now taken away, is it not as Beaut:- 


ful as ever? This then was the pious 
Care of our rt Reformers, to re- 
fine it from its Droſs, and to bring 


it to its Pramatzve Purity, retaining 
nothing but what is Pure Scripture; 
or drawn therefrom by the Zude- 

- 5 ment 
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ment of our Holy Motber the Church. 
But we ſo mightily degenerate from 
our firſt Ri ſormers, that we will not \ 
follow thoſe Forms, which were pre- ; 
ſcrib'd by them; we are for zew I 
| Lights and new Inventions to guide 10 
us to Heaven, we deny Common- | | 
Prayer, and magnifie the ſudden II 
Raptures of literate Men, as the In 
Iſlummations of the Holy Spirit , Ia 
when realiy what are they better, p 
than an 1 of Nonſenſe in crampt II 
— Words, only glazd over with the It 
Samnt-like Varniſhes of a caſi-up Eye, In 
and a canting Tone * What Prayers It 
then I pray do beſt adorn the Beauty I} , 
of Holmeſs ? Thoſe, which are - 
fled together by Chance, or ſuch as I 
be rend and poliſhd? Who prays Iv 
molt believingly, he who digeſteth Ne. 
6 what he prays for? Or he who - lr 
ters his fit Senſe and firſt Thoughts? Ib 
; Who prays with the full: jt Aſſurance v 
to have his Prayers heard and crown- || 
ed with Succeſs? He who wez 


%. He who rente Bf: 
and ponders his Petitions * Or he fa. 


who 
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who either by zmplicit Devotion gives 
Afent to all that proceeds from the 
Mouth of a Gſted Brother; or elle 
tulpends his Amen, when he hears 
things inconſiſtent with his Reaſon, 
or the Rule of Faith” Thus the 
Prayers of the Church moſt certain- 
ly are the beſt of all, and tho' we 
may be allow'd in private a greater 
and more unconfn d Freedom of Ex- 
preſſion, or with our Families in 
tome particular Caſes; (tho there 1 
think Forms, generally ſpeaking, 


| moſt proper to be obſerv d) yet for 


the Church of God, I efteem Forms 
of Praycr, and an Eftabliſh'd Litur- 
cy, fo far from a ffinting of the Spi- 
rit (as ſome Men would have it, 
who know not what they mean, or 
ele would not have other poor 12no- 
rant Souls underſtand ) that nothing 

but wild Diſorder and Confuſion 
would ariſe among us, if every one 
' who only fancies himſelf ſuficzent 


| for the Work) was to be his own, 
and the Congregat:on's Prayer-maker, 


upon 


4 


144 Ordination by Meer Presbyters 


upon every return of Dane Worſhip, 
who knows not how ts pray with the 
Spirit, and to pray with the Under- 
 ſtandmg alſo, 1 Cor. 14. 15. Conſider 
then, Pſeudocheus, whence our Di- 
v:fions do proceed. Is it not a great 
pity, that our Bleſſed Sauzour's Body 
| ſhould be rent and torn upon ſuch 
pPoor Pretences © As, Whether a Cloak 
be not more decent 1n the Worſhip of 
God, than a Gown or a Surplice ? 
Whether it be not a greater Scandal 
to kneel at the Communzon with a 
 Papiſt, than to fit or lean as does 
their Head the Pope? Whether ſet 
Forms of Prayer compos d to the 
Mind of Holy Scripture, have not 
as fair a Claim unto the Spirit, as 
any unpremeditated extemporary Ef- 
fuſions ? Whether the Liturgy, in 
which the People bear a Part (whence 
it is call d the Common-Prayer, be- 
ing performd in common by the 
Flock and Paſtor, ) be not a Hor hig 
full as Edifymg, as that which may 
betray Men to the Surreption of 
wan- 


/ 
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wandring Thoughts, having no Of- 
fice to recal their roving Minds, but 
what concludes, the laſt Amen? 
Whether it be a Super-errogation of 
Devotion, to let apart and conſecrate 
ſome particular Days to the Worſhip 
of God, in which we may comme- 
morate what was heretofore tranſ- 


_ acted, the moſt illuſtriotis Triumphs 


of our Bleſſed Savzour and his Holy 
Apoſtles ? Whether the þgnmme of In- 
fants with the Croſs in Baptiſm, can 
make us more ſuperſtitious than o- 
thers, whole Averſfion looks, as if 


they were aſham'd of the Croſs of 
Chriſt * Whether the Religious Edu- 
cation of Infants, may not be pru- 


dently ſecur' d, by requiring Parents 
to provide Sponſors or Sureties, ei- 
ther to rebuke their Negligence if 
themſelves ſhould be flack, or ſup- 
ply their Office, becauſe they are 


Mortal? Whether Confirmation, the 


Laying on of the Hands, or the Ble[- 


fog 7 the Biſhop, upon the Confeſſi- 
on Ol 


of a Novice's Faith, be not an ad- 
15 3 van- 


my 
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vantagious Fxpedient for the ground- 
ang of Youth in the Principles of 
the trie Religion? In ſhort, Whe- 
| ther the Communzcating with the 
Primitive Chriſtians in ſuch Rites 
and Ceremontes, as they daily pra- 
ctis d, before the Ke of Rome uſur- 
d vpon the Weſtern Church, can 
be 4 Ul ymbol:>mg with the preſent Pa- 
pacy? Or, if you plcale, Whether 
the abuſe of thinęs themſelves moſt 
fenificant, be a futiicient Reaſon to 
reject their Uſe? 'Thele, and ſuch 
as thele, Pſeudocher:s, are the Things 
which make wear Men ſhun our 
Communion, flock into Conventucles, 
and divide into Factions: Theſe 
were the Beginnings of that Breach, 
which is now grown up into an o- 
pen and moſt dreadful Sch:ſm: And 
1s the Peace of the Church lo meer a 
Cypher, that Men are leis tender of 
it, than tenacious of their own Opi- 
ons © But Scruples and Diſſentions 
will ariſe, fo long as Men are fird 
from below, and ſo wretchedly de- 


Inded 
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luded and infatuated by the Prince 
of Darkneſs. How ſucceſsful has 
that cuil Spirit been in foment mg our 
Eumiries and beightnmg our Animo- 
fitzes ? Was it not he who caus d the 
Schiſm of Corah, Dathan and Abi- 
ram © Did not he cauſe the Separa- 
tion of the Euſtachians? Was it not 
he who kindled that Sch:ſmatical 
Fire of the Donatifts * Did not he 
blow it up into ſuch diſmal and ra- 
ging Flames, that they had almcft 
burnt and conſum'd the whole Church, 
yea even turn'd it into Afhes, had 
not that Council in Africa been Aſ- 

ſembl'd to quench and allay its Fury? 
And tell me, I beſeech you, are not 
theſe Embers afreſh reviv'd? If we 
reflect on thoſe, who at this very 
Day, . diſturb the Peace of our Jeru- 

ſalem, we ſhall find them to be f 
the ſame Dye and Complexion, here- 
in only differing, that thoſe of this 

Age have ſcrapd the ſhreds of all 
old and outworn FHeterodoxies, to 
patch them up in a Scotch or Geneva 

_ Garb, L2 Where 
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Wherefore, Pſeudocheus, let every 
one of us, with bended Knees and 
lift up Hands, intreat the Holy God, 
that he would be pleas d to pity the 
Vine, that his own Right Hand hath 
planted, that the Catholic Church 
may be ſo guided and govern'd by 
his good Spirit, that all who profels 
and call themſelves Christzans, may 
be led into the way of Truth, and 
hold the Faith in Unity of Spirit, 
in the Bond of Peace, and in Rigb- 
teouſneſs of Life. 5 

Pfſeud. Indeed, Philalethes, you 
have largely conſider d moſt of my 
Arguments agamſt Dioceſan Epiſco- 
pacy, but ſome others there are that 
you have paſs'd by, without any man- 
ner of regard; Pray, Sir, let me 
know what you mean by your ſo doing, 
and what alſo you habe to ſay to this 
very Argument among the reſt ? If 
there muſt be Diocelan Biſhops to 

precent Schiſm among the Presbyters, 

' then there mut be Archbiſhops to 
prevent Schiſm among the Biſhops; 
i  - 


j 
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and then Patriarchs to govern Arch” 
biſhops; and laſtly, a Pope to pre- 
vent Schiſm among the Patriarchs- 
And thus by your profound Reaſon- 
mg, the Papacy wall be Eſtabliſh d o- 
ver the whole Chriſtian World, by 
Vertue of the ſame Neceſſity which is 
28 for a Biſhop over hi Dio- 
cele. 

Phil. | .have confiderd, Sir, all 
your Doughty Arguments, and have 
{uthciently difprovd them; and as 
for the others (you ſpeak of) that 
are omitted, they are ſo weak, ſo 
triflmg and ſo logical, that they do 
not deſerve any ſerious Confutation; 
yet to oblige you a little in your 
Requeſt, be pleas d to fee what John 
Calom ſaith to your laſt Argument. 
You'll find it in the 1ft and 4th Sæcti- 
ons of the 4th Chap. of his Inftitut- 
ons: His Words are theſe : © As we 
© have ſhown there is a threefold 
c Mmiſtry commended to us in 
© Scripture; So whatever Mmiſters 
* the Ancient Church had, it diftin- 

3 guiſſid 
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«© guiſh'd them into Three Orders, 
« Bj oſhops, Presvbyters and Deacons”. 
And SF. 4 © That every Provmce 
{© had among their Biſhops, one who 
*© was an Archbiſhop, and that in 
the Council of Nice, Patriarch 
were appointed, who in Order 
and Dignity might be Superior to 
Ar clbijhops This was for Preſer- 
vation of Diſcipline, thar if any 
thing hapned in any Church * 

could not well be determin d bo- 
few, it might be referr'd to a Now 
vinczal Synod, and if the Affair 
was of ſuch Importance that it re- 
Auir d a greater Diſcuſſion, Ap- 
„ Phication was made to the Patri- 
arch with the Synode, from whom 
there was no Appeal, but to a 
e General Council”. And faith he 
a little farther in the ſame Sefton. 
« We ſhall find that the Ancient Bi. 
cc ſhops had no mind to frame any o- 
ther Form of Church Government, 


Fc than what was preſcrib d * God 
in his Word, 


cc 
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But, Sir, there are D other 
ſort of Arguments, which vou have 
o peculiarly wanag'd, that vou n 

to bealike Skilful in 7 07h, as here- 


4 


tofore I once oblerv'd vou in Nat 
ral Philoſophy, when 1 heard y 
lay, That our Cold Summers were 
caus'd by the late Farthquake*, which 
had WAY the Earth 15 Deerces 
towards the North-Pole. 

Pleud. Jou may repr ſe ont me as you 
plcaſe, but methinks you might have 
bad a greater Keſp: for the Me: 
mory of our late Pious and Precious 
Friend Mr. Richard Baxter, than to 
charge ſuch an Holy Man with the 
Guilt of ſo many Crimes. What ſay 
Jou to this, Philalethes * —4 

Phil. This I av, Pſcudochers, that 3 
a great Part of the Venom vou have | 
diſcharg'd upon the Church of Eng- | 
land, you before imbib'd from Mr. 4 

Baxter's virulent Fringe. You 
lay, Thot the Schiims 7 and Divitions 


BY 


=. This Earthquake bappe nd in the Tow 1695. 


PRE, 
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which have Rent the Church of 
Chriſt *, and Split it into ſeveral 
Parties, owe Meir Original [ for the 
moſt Part ) to the Impoſitions of Dio- 
ceſan Prelacy. Now this 1s all over 
Mr. Baxtcr. But if you had conful- 
ted the Hiſtories of Eccleſiaſtical 
Feuds and Tumults, or thole Schiſms 


| eccafion'd by Novatus and the Dona- rn 
te, you would have found it a ve- 15 


ry difficult Task to prove any lawful 

Biſhop to have been the Founder of V 
any of thoſe Schiſms and Druiſions 
which you ſpeak of. And it may 
be with ſome fort of Reaſon ſaid of 
you, what Mr. Herle (), a noted 
Presbyterian ſaid of Mr. Baxter, as 
your own Mr. Bagſhaw reports ; 
That it had been happy for the 
Church of God, if Mr. Baxter's 
Friends had never ſent him to School. 

Of which Opinion was Mr. Cawdry 
alſo, who was another of his own 
Mr. J . Letters, b. 41. (p) Mr. Herle was Prolo- 


cutor to the Aſſembly of Divines, and Reftor of Winwick in 
Lancaſhire in the Time of the Great Rebellion. 


Fra- 
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Fraternity. Then ſee what Chara- 
cter Mr. Baxter is pleas d to give of 
himſelf, in his Letter to Dr. Hill. 
I have been, ſaith he, in the Heat of 
my Leal ſo forward to Changes and 
Ways of Blood, that I fear God will 
not let me have a Hand m the peace- 
able Building of his Church. We com- 
monly ſay, Pſeudocheus, De Mortu- 
ig nil niſi ben?, That we ought to ſay 
nothing but well of the Dead; Yet 
when Men have been notoronuſly wich- 
ed in their Principles and Practices, 
they ſhould then be expos'd, that o- 
thers may abommate and detest thoſe 
flagrant Villanies, that ſuch have 
been guilty of, and of which, as tis 
very well known, Mr. Baxter him- 
| felt was not wholly innocent. Do 
but take this one Inſtance, as tis re- 
lated by Mr. Vernon, in the Cloſe of 
his Preface to Dr. Heylm's Life. 
« Mr. Baxter ( lays he) may be 
ce pleas'd to call to mind what was 
*© done to Old Major Fennmgs, in 
ce the laſt War, in the Fight that was 


de. 
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between Linſe! and J ongford in 
Salop ; where the Mues Party 
being worlted the Major was ſtript 
almoſt Naked, and Ictt for Dead 
in the Field: But Mr. Baxter and 
one Lieutenant Hurdman walking 
among the wounded and dead Bo- 
dies, 'perceiv'd {ome Life leit in 
the Major; and Hurdman run him 
thro' the Body in cold Blood, _ 
Baxter all the while looking 

and taking off with his own Hand 
the Rings Picture from about his 


Neck; telling him as he was ſwim- 


ming in his Gore that he was a PD. 
2% Rogue, and that was his Cruci- 


fix: which Picture was kept by Mr. 


Baxter for many Years, till it was 
got from him, but not withour” 
much difficulty, by one Mr. Sum- 
merficld, who then liv'd with Sir 
Thomas Rous, and generoully re- 
ſtor d it tothe poor Man now alive 
at Wiche near Parſhore in Worce- 


Aerſhire, altho at the Fight ſup- 


=o to de dead, being after the 
** Wounds 


_.- . 


= . 
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© Wonnds given him, ,draggd up and 
down the Field by the mercileſs 
Soldiers: Mr. Dar approving 
of the Inh: manity, by feeds his 
Eyes with to ploody and barvar 2 
© a Spectacle. For the Truth of 
which we have this Subſcriptzc n. 


Lan) 
La 


T Themas ſennings ſubſcribe to 
the Truth of this Narrative aboc- 
mentzon'd, and have hereunto, ut my 
Hand and Scal the Second J * of 


March, 168. Sen and Seal'd in 
the pref. ence of 


lohn Clerk, M:mi/ter of Wiche, 
Tho. Darke. | 


Pleud. Enough, enough, Philale- 
thes; Let all his Imperjections be hu- 
ried with him in his Grave, Farth fo 
Earth, Aſhes to Aſhes, Duſt to Drs. 

Phil. I knew you would not pro- 
ceed any farther according to the 
Form usd in the Church of England. 
What, have you not a Hope of your 
Friend's Re ſurrection to Eternal 
Life? It may be you have heard as 

muci: 
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much of Mr. Baxter as the Learned 
and Inzenious Mr. Long of Exceſtcy 
has recorded of him in this Chara- 
dteriſtical Epitaph. 


Hic jacet RICHARDUS BAXTER, 
Theologus Armatus, 1 
Lotolita Reformatus, 
Hæreſiarcha Arianus, 
Schiſmaticorum Antifignanus : 
Cujus pruritus diſputandi peperit, 
Script itandi Cacoethes nutrivit, 
Prædicandi zelus intemperatus maturavit, 
ECCLESIAE SCABIEM : 
Qui diſſentit ab iis quibuſcum.conſentit maxime, 
Tum ſibi cum aliis Nonconformis 
 Prateritis, præſentibus, & futuris: 
Regum & Epiſcoporum Juratus Hoſtis, 
 Ipfumq; Rebellium Solenne Fœdus: 
Qui natus erat per Septuaginta Annos, 


Et Octoginta Libros: Cc 

| Ad perturbandas Regni Reſpublicas, cc 
Et ad bis perdendam Eccleſiam Anglicanam : q 
Magnis tamen excidit Auſis, | c 

Deo Gratis, | 


And ſo much for your precious 
Mr. Baxter. 
Pſeud. 


PP > — 
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Pleud. I am very glad you have 
done with Mr. Baxter, for I had almoſt 


forgotten, what I have juſt now re- 
collected. Pray tell me what you 


think of the French and Scotch Chur- 


ches? Was there not more Union and 
Concord, and leſs Errors and Here- 
hes among them, before the Introdu- 
hon of Prelacy than in any Prelati- 
cal Church n the World * ? And yet 
both theſe renounc'd all Subordinati- 
on to Biſhops as to a Superior Office, 


nor could ever acknowledge their Di- 


vine Right. 
Phil. How now! Sir. Shall we 


never have done with Mr. Baxter 2 
This you had from his Treatiſe of 


Epiſcopacy F, where he ſaith, © The 
*© Church of Scotland is an Eminent 
Inſtance, that Churches which have 
c no Biſhops have incomparably leſs 


5, 


«© more Concord than we have”. Now 


how contrary are theſe Thoughts to 


P- 1. p. 164. 


M. J. Vs Letters, P. 41. 5 + Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy, 


thoſe. 


Hereſie, Schiſm, Wickedneſs, and 


8 
NN N ; 
— we * * * — EY 
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thoſe of the moſt Worthy Men of 
the Forcien Churches, who were no 
Oppofjers, but Approvers of Eprſco- 
pal Or der and Government for the 
prevention of Errors and Fereſics, 
as has been ſufficiently ſhew'd by 
many Principal Perſons among them? 
And even in the Synod of Dori, when 

thoſe ſent from England aſſer ried E- 
pPiſcohacy us Apoſtolical, there was 
not ( as they declar'd in their joint 


 Attest ation ) any one Perſon in that 


Synod who ſpake a Word againſt it; 


and as Bp. Hall acquaints us, The 
Prejident ct the Synod laid ©, Dani 


ne, non licet nobis eſſe tam ' felices : 
We may not be {uch happy Men (4). 


And firlt, As tor the French ur- 
ches, they were ieveral times in great 


Danger of being Rent in Pieces. by 
the many Fc nds and Diſſentions, 
which daily aroſe among them; had 
not the Great and the Good Di- 
Pleſjts by his Learning and Prudence 


—— 


* Johannes Bogermannus Mi; ifter of Lewarden. 
(4) Bp. HlalF's Divine Right Tpi , part, c. 4. 


„erw 


7 


* 
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Controverſies. © Butafter his Death, 


the Peace of thole Churches was 
very much endanger'd by a New 
Controverſie about Univerſal Re- 
demption, and the Nature of Ori- 
gmal Sm: and the Diſſention was 
not far from a Schiſm. Cameron, 
tho' he had clezr'd himſelf of all 
Sulpicion of Hetcrodoxy at his 
Promotion to the Profeſſorſbip of 
Saumur, was ſo unfortunate atter- 
wards to be ſuſpected of Herejic : 
and his Pupils and Followers were 
not a little perplex'd. What had 
been approv'd by the Synod f 
Dort, as Orthodox Doctrine in the 
Engliſh Dwines, was now call'd 
into Queſtion in France; and 
what was allowd in Cameron 
while he was alive, was Heretical 
and pernicious after his Death *. 
It is hardly to be imagin'd ( faith 


9 Afts Anthentiques, per Blondel, + 
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* my Author) what great Conten- 
cc tion this little, and to ſome, im- 
4 perceptible Difference did create; 
© or how many Synods it imploy d, 
« Amyraldus, Daillæ, Blondel, and 
* ſeveral others were look d upon 
ce as little better than Hereticks ; and 
c their Doctrme about Original Sn 
* Condemn'd in a National Synod 
at Charenton, and an Abjuration 
of it requir'd of all thoſe that were 
cc to enter into Holy Orders; and a 
cc ſtrict In junction was laid on all 
«& Miniſters, upon Pain of all the 
* Cenſures of the Church, not to 
© Preachany otherwiſe of this Point, 
ce than according to the Common O- 
© pamzon. And all this Stir, as Blon- 
* del, { p. 50.) deduces it, was rai- 
© {ed from little Private Quarrels 
© between ſome of the Profeſſors ; 
* and from the Diſcontents of the 
C Unwerſity of Montauban, that they 
© of Saumur ſhould be favour'd too 
«© much in the Diſtribution of tuch 
© Penſions as the Churches me. 
3 


cc 
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ed for the Maintenance of their 
Unwerſities; and they thou: 2 
themlelves wrong d and under,. 

lud, becaule their Salaries were 
leſs: Thus we lee that leſſer Mat- 
ters than a Bſhopbric, can fome- 
* times diſturb the Rare of the 
* Church; and that Presbrtcrs, as 
well as Biſhops, Can proſec ide ly eir 
Private Ouarrels to t! ie hz = or 
„the Publick Pace: and that Here 
will Le Errors. Conte Mious, and 
Auimoſities where there is no £/7- 
fcopacy. 

And then ally. The Concord of 
the Church of Scotland was much 
greater while it continu'd under . 
ſhops, than it has been ſince Androw 
Melvil inflam'd it with the Genc ba- 
Government and Diſcipline. And be- 
cauſe you would pertwade us, that 
there has been more Con and Con- 
cord in this Scotch Auti-Hhiſ. copal 
Church, than in the Epyſcopa! Church 
of England L will give n one In- 


ſtance, that you may lee how far this 
M Way 
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is from Eſtabliſhing an Union and 
Concord; and that this Parity here 
pretended, is no other than a meer 
Pretence, the Leadme-Men againſt 
Bijhops ce ommo nly aſſuming a great- 
er Aut bor :ty, and exerciſinz it with 
greater Abſoluteneſs, and are more 
45527 ie, of being oppos d and con- 
tra dich lech, than anv Bijbops who are 
lg 1 reſted with Power. 


< * There happen'd a great Dzci- 


; fi z in the Presbytery of St. An- 


ewa, about ——— a Miniſter 
> the Church of Luchars. There 
were two Pretenders, and Melvil 

* witha few more was for one, and 
** the Ret., who were three times as 
many in Number, were for the 
© other; MU look! ing upon him- 
lelf as an Aposite, and diidaining 
to be over-rul d by the Majority 
the Presbytery, left the Place, 
and u ith his fix Presbvters thar 
tollowd him, made another Synod 


— — —— ũ GG 


spot ſwo bod L E g. „Scotland. 


CC bv 
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- by himſelf: and both theſe 5. esby- 
10 N „Hike Anti-Hpes,iſſu'd outtheir 
ſeveral Pleat ures. The Gentlemen 
of the PY.) upon this were divi- 
ded into Factions {ome holding 
with one, and { ome with tile o- 
ther, which occslicn'd great Scan- 
“ dal: and the Hats grew to that 
Height, that the Prehytery was 
ſorcd to be divided; one Part of 
it to ſit at St. Andrews, the other 
at Cowpcr; the one under the In- 
fluence of Melvil, and the other 
under that of Thomas Buchanan; 
* ſo hard it was for one Presbyterial 
Dicceſe to hold two Topp mg Pre ſ- 
«& byters". The Obſervation UPON 
his} in Spotſwood ( p. 386. is very 
remarkable. Thus was that great 
Strife pacify d, which many held 
© to be Ominous; and that the Go- 
ernment which in the Beginning 
« did break forth into ſuch Schiſms, 
* could not long continue; for this 
every Man noted. That of all Men 
nene could worle endure Pariy, 
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and Jov'd more to Command, than 
they who had introduc'd it into 
the urch. This fort of Men did 
atterwards make not only a Formal 
Schiſnr, and Inſurrec ion againſt 
thote biſhops plac'd over them by 
1uthor:ty, but after that E, piſco- 
= was Aboliſh'd in 8 
could be as little at Peace among 
themſelves. They were in the brit 
place diy ided about receiving the 
King. and the Conditions to be im- 
pos d upon him; and in this they 
procee:led even to the Excommunz- 
cation ot one another. After his 
M-yejty's Reftauration, when Epi- 
feopacy was Fitablidh'd again in 
the C/urch ; the Presbyterians 
who ten: arid from the Comm 
671 ot the Biſtohs, were divided 
vet among themlelves, ſome ac- 
cevting the King's Indulgence and 
T:conce to Preach, others renom- 
£279 it as derogatory to the Ming- 


- dom of Jeſus Chriſt ; and upon this 


they pa ted Cmmunion: Nor cou'd 


c thelc 


9 
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e theſe Re ſolute Renouncers of In- 
* dulgence agree vet among them- 
{elves, about the meature of their 
Contempt of Authority; lome were 
content to Conventicl-, and Preach 
againſt the King's Order, und car- 
ry their Contempt no farther, the 
others under Cameron were more 
fiercely zealvus, and thought them- 
{elves oblig d by the (H mt to 
attempt the D: poſing of the Kong 18 
they manifeſted ( beſides their 2 

veral Writings to that effect) by 
« two Formal Rebellions. Theſe are 
the Fruits, this the Peace, Unity, 
and Concord that Presse 1 hath 
« producd”. And truly after ail, 

ro judge of things impartiall, with- 

out Prejudice or Paſſion, F piſcopac: y 
ſeems not only the moſt Ancient, but 
the moſt Natural Government of the 
Church , and we may oblerve in the 
manifold Revolutions and (Ban ges of 
the Church of Scotland, and the dif- 
ferent Schemes of Government intro- 
duc'd in that Nation, which were 


M 3 ___ found 
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tound violent and brrthcnſome, ſo 
that the People would not bear them 
long, their frat and common Refuge 
was Epilcopacy, as the ſuitable and 
proper Gettrument thereby to reco- 
ver their Breath. 
Thus vou lee, Pſendochens, that 
in the French and Scotch Churches 
there has not been that Unzon and 
Concord, which has been in our EH 
ſcopal ( Hhurcb of England, and tho 
vou lay alſo that there has been leſs 
H-refics Frrors and in thoſe Chur- 
ches than in any Prelatical Church 
whatlcever, vet I mult needs tell you, 
that there were never any Hereticks in 
the World, but what were likewile 
Anti-Fpiſcopal , and at the lame 
time they began in Schiſm, and be- 
came Enemies to Truth, they decla- 
red War againſt the Bzſhops, who were 
the Guardians of it, and ſo ended 
in Euthuſiaſm and Madneſs. Some 
of them were {ric Presbyterians, and 
when that Dif penfatzon was not Sp1- 
ritual enough, they then Improv'd 
Into 


— 
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into Independents, and from thence 
turn'd into Outer u, So that al! 
the Extraragunt Her fas among us 
are but the h τ Ds of the firs Shift 2 
and the Conſequences of thoſe in- 
ciples of Separation, that draw them 
from the Communion of the Biſhop. 
Plend. Fell, Sir, here are two more 
Ouc ſtions for you, and then I hat- 
done. The firſt is, * Why do you not 
admit the French and Dutch Prote- 
ſtant Miniſters 20 fe Cures of Souls 
u this Kinzaom ( tho never fo Lear- 
ned, and willing to comply with you 
in all other things ) wet hou ſubmit- 
ing to Re-Ordination % a Biſhop; 
When at the ſame time you admit a 
Popiſn-Prieſt, that turus Protettant, 
ethos any New Ordination, b-cauſe "as 
he was Ordain'd by a Biſhoy, alt 
a Popiſh one ? Tou plainly H f 
clare, what the Toudory of your 2 50. 
ctrine is. 
il. The IId. Article of our 
Religion, A tic! tha Bf tute Laws Or 
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e Reaim will not permit any Fo- 
ric Proteitant Aliniſter to have a 


* 
"Y 


Cure of Souls in this Kingdom with- 
out Epiſcopal Ordination: But a Po- 
paſo Hi ſt that turns Proteſtant, has 


no more need of Re- Ordination, than 


Archbiſhop Craumer had of Re-Con- 
ſecration, after he had been Conſe- 
crated by three Popiſh Biſhops upon 
the 20th. of March, 15 33. in the 
24H. of Henry VIII. *, who were 
ou Longland, Lord Biſhop of Lin- 
coln, Jobn Voyſey, Lord Biſhop of 
Exeter, and Henry Standiſh, Lord 
Biſhop of St. Aſaph. And the Rea- 
Hon of this is very plain, becauſe the 


Church of Rome is a true Church, ſo 
far as it agrees with Truth; and tho 


it is Idolat rot and wonder fully cor- 
rupted in its Principles, vet its Ido- 
latries and Corruptions has no more 


Un-Church'd it, than Aaron's Idola- 
try Un-Praefted him, for he conti- 


nud the High-Precfi ſtill. Here eve- 


See Maſon's Conſccrat ion of Biſhops in the Church of Eng- 
land, p. 66. N = | 


ry 
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ry Body may plainly ſee the Ten- 
dency of your Learning and Judg- 
ä 
Pſeud. This is more than ] have 
beard before, and therefore I ſhall 
not give you any farther trou- 
ble upon that Head, but will now pro- 
ceed to my laſt Ouefizon. How do 
you know that you was lawfully Or- 
dain d? He that Ordain'd you muſt 
have been a Biſhop rightly Ordain'd 
by another Biſhop; (i not Three ) 
and He by a bird r; and ſo to the 
very Apoſtles in an unimterrupted 
Succeſſion of true Biſhops: Elſe you 
are no true Miniſter. For the leaſt 
Interruption or Failure iu this Suc- 
ceſſion does, according to you, cauſe 
a meer Nullity. Then you must either 
Recant your odd Notion, or be forc'd 
if you would be Conſiſtent with your 
ſelf ) to turn Seeker. Now tell me, 
zf you can, whether ſuch a Succeſſion 


 asthis be poſſible to be prov'd ? 


Ar. J. Ws Letters, p. 53. f Pleudocheus Means 
Three others. | 


il 


1 
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Phi]. The Church of England has 
thoſe imdubitable Records to prove 
the Conſccrations and unmterrupted 
Succeſſions of her Biſhops, that any 
Cler2yman finding out that. Biſhop, 
that gave him Orders, may aſcend 
in a Kizbt Lins of Biſhops, even to 
the Time of the Holy Apoſiles. And 
the Truth of this is ſo very obvious 
to any Perſon, who has conſulted our 
Eccleftaſtical Hiſtories, that I have no 
manner of Reaſon to recant my Notz- 
0725 in thele Matters, or to ſeek for 
any farther Character of your Oua- 
hfecations, becaule I am very well aſ- 
{ur'd, that your Ignorance in Church- 
Affairs does moſt wretchedly betray 
rou into many groſs and unaccoun- 
table Errors. 
And now after all, if you will per- 
mit your ſelf to weigh and conſider 
the foregoing Ieſtimonies and Argu- 
ments, which I have here produc'd 
tor the Eſtabliſhment and Confirmat:- 

on of Dioceſan Epiſcohacy, T do not 
_ perceive how you can deny it to ow 
een 


ur _— ., 
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been practis'd in the Apoſtolical Azc, 
without deſtroying the very Faith of 
the Primitibe Church. without weak. 
ning that Teſtzmony on which we re- 
ceive the Canon of the New Teſtament 
in a Matter as Notorious, as that Co- 
non it ſelf. Not to mention the 
C Teſtimony of Ignatius, ſaith the 
very Judicious and Learned Mr. 
© Dodwel {r ), tho' truly I think 
they who queſtion it, ( ſince the 
late excellent Defence of it perfor- 
med with as great Evidence as : 
© Matter of that Antiquity / s ), at- 
ter the miſcarriage of ſo man 
Priuntzve Records, is capable of) 
might as well have queſtion'd ſe- 
veral Books of the New Teſtament 
it {elf, which notwithſtanding 
they receive on lefſer Evidence; I 
* {av, not to mention this, What 
can they {ay to the Angels! in the 
& Kecelations ? What to the Teftimo- 
ny of St. Irenæus concerning St. 


(r) See 22 7 Dodell s Separation of Churches, &c. ch. 
24. 5 viii, & ix. (5) In vindic. Igwat. cont, i 


e Poly- 
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Polycarp, who ſeems to have been 
one of them, whom he makes to 
have been Ordam'd Biſhop of 
Smyrna by the Apoſiles themſelves 
t)? What to the Teftzmony of 
Clrumens Ale xandrinus who men- 


tions Hiſhops among other Offices 
of the Church ſettled by St. John 
u What to the Ieſtimony of 


Hezefippus, who makes the Kinl- 
men of our Savor to have been 
made Biſbops from Domitian's 


time to that of Trajan w? 


What to thoſe who mention St. 
James to have been made Biſhop 
of Jeruſalem by the Apoſtles them- 
{elves {x } What of the Seven 
Polycratos mentions as Bzſhops in 
his own See before himlelt, the 


firſt of which fees, in all likeli- 


hood, to have begun in the Apo- 
* files times y)? Nay, what to 


(8) Iren. |. z. adv. Here ſ. On apud Emnſ. Hiſt. 4. 14 
(n) Clem. Alexaud. Tis 5 . . apud Euſ. Hift. 3. 23 
(w) Eaf. l. 3 Hiſt. Eccl. c. 20. (x) Enf. Hiſt. 2.1: 


2) Ef. Hiſt, 3. ; > 


all 
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all thoſe Catalogues of Biſhops ſuc- 
ceeding in the four Patriarchal 
Sees , particularly the fifteen in 
Jeruſalem, from St. Janes to the 
Deſtruction of the Fews under A- 
drian (2)? Nay, what to the 
Succeſſion of all the Apoſiolical Sees 
to which the Fathers of the Second 
Century do ſo ſolemnly appeal to 
prove their own Doctrine Aposto- 
lical in oppoſition to the contra- 
ry Pretences of the Heretichs (a)? 
Can they think them all to have 
been either wilful Forgeriegs, or 
general Miſtales in a Matter of 
Fact ſo near their own time, with- 
out ſo much as any hkely ground 
in Hiftory? How will they then 
aſſure us, that they were not mi- 
ſtaken in delivering to us the Books 
of the Apoſtles, which were not 
more Notorious to them than their 
Government”. And this Line of 
Apoſtolical Succeſſion of Biſhops has 


cc 


(z) Ex Hijt. q 5 (A Tertull. Præſcr. Iren. adverſe 
Fleref. | 


Con- 
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continu'd thro' all Ages of the Church 
to our preſent Times, and no other 
Government than what was Epzſco- 
pal, was ever heard of in the World, 
for the Space of 1500 Years. So that 
he who is out of this Line of Abo- 


ftolical Succeſſion, and exerciles any 


Miniſte rial Office without the Com- 
miſſion of Epiſcopal Ordination, is 


but a Lay-Impoſtor and a Schiſma- 
tick from the Catholic Church. And 


all other Societies of Chriſizan People, 
who totally withdraw themlelves 


from the Government of their Biſhops , 1 


who are the Holy Apoſtles Succeſſors. 
and from the Montes? of thoſe Preſ- 
byters lawfully ſet over them by Epi- 
ſcopal Ordination and Inftitution, 
and do caſt themſelves into any o- 
ther Model of Government, are all of 
them Guilty of Schiſm. And now 
to ſhew the deteſtable Wickedneſs of 
your Uſurpation, it will be here very 
neceſſary to take a {mall View of the 
Dignity of our Przestly Office, which 


vou and others of vour Fraternity 


have 


- 
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have ſo audaciouſly preſum d to in- 
vade. St. Gryſoſtom in his 


Bel eggs, concerning 3 Pr icst- 
5 90d, does highly magnifie the Office 


and Authority of a Pri: 1 He there 
tells us, Ef 71 an V Fe AJ ET 
Aran Sun 5 Oe. Se. That God 
has inveſted the P. with ſuch At- 
thority, as he never conferr'd upon 
Angels or Arch- Angels. For to 
wich of the Angelis did he ay at 
any time, Whatecer ye bind on Farth 
s bound im Hcaben; and whoſe Sms 
ye Remit, they are Remitted“ For 
a5 the Father g gave Power to the Son 
to remit Sins, x the Son of God hath 
committed the fame Power to his 
Miniſters on Earth. 

The Office of the Magiſtrate (ſays 
Bp. Mofſom)) intends = F. 05. 
ment of Peace; the Art of the Phy- 
fician, the Health of the Body; the 
Profeſſion of the Lawyer, the Securi- 
ty of the Eftate ; but the Calling of 
the Miuiſter, the Salvation F the 
Soul Which Sacred Office, however 


llighted 
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ſlighted by Men, yet tis Honour'd 
and Efteem'd of God, and tis call'q 
by the Holy Apoſtle an excellent Work, 
1 Im. 3. 1. And this is ſome Part of 
its Fæcellency; that the Mmijter in 
Publick Prayer is the Peoples Month, 
as their Orator unto God: and in 
| Publick Preaching, he is God's Mouth, 
as his Ambaſſador unto the People; 
and thus what Honour can be great. 
er than this, to have Tννα, cons x, 
penTizy Os x, Ard ge (as St. Gregory 
Nazianzen ſpeaks ) a Preſident ſhip 
of Souls, and a kind of Medzator ſhip 
*twixt God and Men? Oblerve then 
the Miniſter at the Altar, and I will 
not ſav, What Prince on his Throne ? 
but what Seraphim in Heaven, is im- 
ployed in a Service of more Dignity 
and Honour than this, to ofter unto 
God the Commemorative Sacrifice of 
his Son's Body and Blood? 

And now trom the Dignity of the 
Miniſterial Office, is aggravated the 


* Nazians. Avolog, 


Gualt 
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Guiit ot their Uſurpation, who pre- 
ſume to exerciſe any proper Miuiſte- 
rial Power in the Name of God or 
Sriſt, without ſufficient Authority. 
The ſevere Puniſhment of Saul's Sa- 
criſiciug, by the Lots of his Kingdom, 
1 Sam. 13. 13, 14. and of Uzzzab's 
_ offermeg Incenſe, by his being ſmit- 
ten with Leprofte, which rendred 
him uncapable not only of Govern- 
mg the Kingdom, but of having So- 
cicty with the Congregation of the 
Lord, 2 Chron. 26. 19, 21. teſtiße 
how much God was provok d there- 
by. The dreadful Judęmeut upon 
Corab and his Company, tor offer- 
meg Incenſe, and pleading the Right 
of all the Congregation of Iſrazl a- 
gainſt Moſes and Aaron,as if they had 
taken too much upon them, was ve- 
ry remarkable. And much more is it 
ſinful and dangerotis to intrench up- 
on the Oyice of the GoſpelAliniſtry: 
becauſe the Ltittion of Chriſt, the 
Authority convev'd by him, and the 
Grace conferr'd fro him, are things 

- „ 


— —— ſ— 
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more ſublimc and ſacred, than what 
was deliver'd by Aſoſes. Can you 
then think that Cod was more jea- 
lous for the Legal, than he is for the 
Evangelical Miniſtration? Did he 
puniſh tings mvading the Office of 
the Priest, and will he acquit the 
Pe oplc uturping the Function of the 
Abnifier ? No certainly; for we muſt 
know, that under the Law, God's 
Fudements and Hleſings were gene- 
rally corporal and tc: oral, but un- 
der the Holy Goſpel, they are gene- 
rally ir ns and cternal; ſo that, 
to be given up to a Blindne ſo of 
Mind, and a Reprobate Senſe, ſeems 
to bea Judement upon all Fanatichs, 
and the molt dreadful Vengeance that 
can befal any fort of People. 

And now after all, — Epiſcopal 
Ordination has been of 1o general 
Practice, from the time of the Apo- 
ſtles in the Church of God, and 15 
regularly Eftabltth'd and continu'd 
in this Knadom; no Man in this 
Church, with Relpect to Order, C.- 


nity 


— — — 
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ny and Arofiolical Taft itution, can 
reaſonably expect that Cod will ever 
own him as his Officer in the Aini— 
Airy of Reconciliation, unleſs he be 
aired thereto ty loch Ordimats. 
on. And Private C' r:{:745 both ont 
of Duty to God, and out of Ned 
to ct Oden Safety, ought to avoid 
and {hun all you counterfeort and pre- 
tended Mimisters, who do oppole 
your ielves againſt this Sacred Orde 
becauſe of the Danver under the New 
Tejtamcont of periſhing in the Cuin— 
faving of Cre, Jude, v. 11. And here 
we may oblerve, that Corab and his 
confederate Metineers were neither 
 Hereticks nor Apest2tes, but Menof 
the lame Creed with F Boles an! da- 
ron: their Crame was the Vol tun 
that Subordmmation which God had 
appointed, and not ſubmitting them- 
lelves to the Superior Authority of 
the Prieſibood. So thit hereupon 
God was then pleas'd to puniſh one 
Schiſm with another, For The 
N 2 * Farth 
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F Earth open d and ſwallow'd up Da- 
than, and cover d the Company of A- 
biram, Plal. 106. 17. As for the 
Reaſons which the Diſſenters pro- 
duce to juſtifie their d-ſperate 
Schiſm, they have been ſo frequently 
and f. ally anſwerd, that 'tis a Won- 
der they have not Teturn'd generally 
into the Boſom of the Church. if it 
were not 2 greater, how they could 
ever break the Unity of it for ſuch 
Reaſons. For, among all the Dzvz- 
ſions that have infeſted the Church of 


God, none ever begun a Schiſm a- 


bout the External Rites of Religion, 
except our Diſſenters in England, 
who for the very lame Reaſons that 
they have ſeparated from this Church, 
muſt have ſeparated from the Pri- 
mate Church, which oblerv'd more 
| Rites than ours; and if even the Pri- 
mitive Church was not Hy ly und Pure 
enough for them to Conmunicate 
with, „let them conſider what be- 


n 2 
0 


Num. 16. v. 31. The Greand clave ander- 


COmes 


8 00 — 6 


PTY » 111 a « — 11 G 


e 


Prob d Void and Null. 181 


comes of two Articles of the 1 
Creed , The Holy Catholic Church, 
and the 8 of Sanits. 

How caretul was our Blefſod Saw 
our in the training vp of his Holy 
Apoſiles, and whar Pains did he take 
with them. that they might be tho- 
roughly inſtructed, and not diſler in 
the Delivery of his Mind to the 
World, and with what cxtraordina- 
ry Arder Job. 17. rt. he pray'd 
for them upon this very Account ? 
And then with what Diligence and 
Crcumſpection did the Holy Apojilcs 
anſwer their Maſter's Care ; How in- 
duſtrious were they to reſiſt all the 
beemnmsgs of Schiſm in every Church, 
to heal the Breaches, to take away 
all occaſions of Diuiſian, to unite all 
Hearts, and to reconcile all Muds? 
How: did they inſtruct the People to 
abominate this Diftemper as the Baus 
of Chrijtzanity, charging them to a- 
void all Men that inclind that W. av, 
as Perſons of a Contagious Brea Hu 4 

Infectious Society? What deteſtalle 
| N 3 Names 
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Names they gave to Schiſm in thoſe 
Days, as Carnality, the Work of the 
Fle #, and of the Devil? 1 Cor; 3. 4- 
He I lay, that ob ſerves all this, can- 
not but be apprehenſive, that Sel ſm 
is a H ct the deefpesr Dye and the 
r 6% Grilt;, and tho the Laws of 
ole ration may exempt the Perſons of 
Schiſmaticks from any Pen 11 Proſe- 
cut ion, yet the evi Nature of Schiſm 
ſtill continues, and cannot be alter'd 
by any Humane Laws and Conſtituti- 
ens ; becauſe Schiſm is a Tranſereſſi- 
on of a Divine Poſitite Law, which 
God hath made for the Pr eſervation 
of the Body Politick of the C urch, 
to which Schiſm is as deſi ructire, as 
Rebellion to the State. And accor- 
ding to this Princifle, Donatiſm and 
8 as well as Arzaniſm 
were counted as dammable Schiſms, 
under the Reigns of thoſe Emperors 
who granted Toleration to them, as 
under the Reigns of thoſe who made 
Laws againſt them. So that the 
Breakms of the Church s Peace was 


al- 
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always accounted heculiarly fußul, 
when without any juſt and nec} ary 
Grounds, Contentions did run {9 
high, as to appeir in an open Sch 
and Separation. And tho Separa- 
tion is both Jamſil and neeeff ary, and 
free from the Sn of Sch:ſm, where 
Commnmun cannot be kept without 
Sm ; vet the Hy of all the Abo- 
ftolical and Ancient Fathers do con- 
demn and aggravate the S of unne— 
ceſſary Separation. St. Iguatius the 
ſecond Bithop of Autioch, in Succei- 
ſion from St. Peter, in his Epiſtles 
ad Tralliunos, ad Smyrnenſes, and 
in thoſe to the Pilippians, Ervehons 
and Philadelphanns frequently re- 
quires them to keep themſelves in 
the Unity and Communion of the Chr:- 
ſtian Church, by a regular Obedience 
to the Bzſhops, and by a Communic: 
tion with the Pricfts, who were ler 
over them by the Authority of Fpr- 
ſcopal Order: and to difobey thei: 
Biſhops and their Presbytors, and to 
ſeparate from them, is in thoie Ept- 
N 4 ities 


_ 
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{tles charg'd with Sch. And tis 
a known and approv'd Saying of D- 
onyſiuus Alexandrinis, That to ſuſſer 
Martyrdom uu Te wu ge rather 
than to azide the Church by Schitm, 
Ii nct lefs giormous than to be a Mar- 
tyr for reſuſing to offer Sacrifice un- 
toldols { b „ 0 thele we may add 
St. Cypriau the worthy Biſhop of 
Carthage, who in his Fortieth Epi- 
ſtle ad Populum Carthagmenſem de 
qumqu? Presbyteris Schiſmaticis, ex- 
horts them to have no Communzon 
with thoſe who had divided them- 
{elves from their Biſhops; for he tells 
them in that Fpiſtle, That to be fine 
Etiſcopis, without Biſpops, was to 
be extra Eccleſiam, without the 
Church. And in his Book de Unita- 
te, he gives us this Notion of Schiſm, 
Contem pits Epiſcopis & derelictis Dei 
Sacerdotibtis confiztuere ald Altare, 
aut Conventicula direrſa conſtituere: 


That it was Sc-fm to contemn and 


—_— 


(6) Ex. Eccl. Ef. l. 6. c. wo 
for- 
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forlake the Biſhops, and Prieſts of 
God, and to ſet vp another Altar, or 
to ſettle diſtinct Concenticles. In 
the very ſame Book he allo aſſerts 
that the Sn of breaking the ue 
Peace by Schiſm, is in divers Reſpects 
more hainous than rhe Sof thoſe 
lapled Chrijtzans, who in the time 
of Perſecution, yielded to ofler Sa- 
crifice to Idols. Pecauſe the latter 
lamented his great Infirmity, and by 
his Repentance ſought for Pardon 
from God, and Communion with his 
Church, his ſtraits and dangers were 
the Cauſes of his Cine, and though 
he miſcarry'd himſcif, he did not al- 
lure and perſwade others into the 
lame Tranſgreſſion, but might after- 
wards be honourd as a AMortyr : 
Whereas the former was feeling and 
pleapng himſelf in his Siu, did di- 
ſturb, oppoſe and reject the Corrch, 
his Su was of his own free and vo- 
luntary C/oce, and he allo beguz'sd 
and cajnar'd others. And all this 
was exprels'd by thele two laſt menti- 

ond 
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on'd Writers, with peculiar reference 
to the Novatzan Schiſm, which then 
made a Breach in the Church's Uni- 
ty, about matters of Diſcipliue, with- 

out denying any Articles of the 
Faith. And then St. Cyprian pro- 
ceeds ſo far as to declare, Thar it the 
Man who lows Dzſcord in the Church 
ſhould lay down his Life in the De- 
tence of the Name of Oriſt, the ſtain 
of his Su could not be wip'd out 
(that is ſo as to render him honour- 
ed in the-Church) by the ſtream of 
his Blood; but as he goes on, Inex- 
piabilis & gravis eſt culpa diſcordiæ, 
nec paſſione pur gatur, That Martyr- 
dun it ſelf cannot expiate the Guili 

of Schiſm (c. I tremble to think 
what a dreadful Aggravation of the 
Condition of the Danmed it is, that 
they are haniſhd from the Preſence 
of the Lord, and from the Glory of 
his Power. The ſame is their Condi- 
Lion allo who are diſunited from Je- 


(c) Cp. de Unit. Eccleſ. ? 
ET ſus 
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ſus Chriſt by being diſunited from 
his viſible Repreſentative the Biſhop. 
They can have none of that Peace 
which paſſetha!] Underſtanding, who 


are no Subjects of the Prince of Peace, 


nor Members of his Aingdom. They 
can have no Viftatons of the Hea- 
renly Spirit, who are divided from 


that Body of which the Herit is the 
Bond and Cement. And, which is 


the moſt prorceug and dreadful Refle- 
ctian of all, this mfſerable Condition 
cuts them oft from thole future Ex- 
pectations, which are the only Sup- 


Horta and Alleviations of good Men 


in this Life under their ſcoereſt Suſ- 


fermgs. They then who are difunz- 


ted from Jeſus Chriſt in this World, 
have no Hopes of recovering an Unm 
with him hereafter in the World to 
come. It is very certain, that in 
whatſoever Condition they ſhall die, 
in that they mult abide to all Feu. 
ty. And how diſconſolate and de- 
plorabl; mult it leem to any S, 


that 


* 
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that it muſt want the Comforts of Re- 
ligion here, and loſe the Hopes of 
enjoying them everlaſtingly hereat- 
ter? Let all Perſons then have an e- 
{pecial Care, that they do not in any 
wiſe attempt the overturnins and ab- 
rogatmg the Sacred Order of Epi 
ſcopacy, which was Fitabliſhd by 
Chriſt in his urch; For tis no leſs 
thin a SacriJegrous Robbing the 
Church of that Mmzſtry, which Chrift 
in his 2nfnite Wiſdom thought neceſ- 


{ary for her Edification and Porfeft;- 


. You know what a dreadful 
Cirſe is pronounc'd againſt them, 


who either add to, or take away from 


the Inſtetutions of Jeſus Chriſt, Rev. 


22.16, 19. I know 'tis pretended 


by fome, that (in the preient State 
et the Church) Dioce ſan Epiſcopacy 


may be laid aſide, and that the 


#57 © may be as well Gover nd by 


Presbvters, and therefore it is need- 


el to keep up any Diſtinctiam of Of 
dees But is not this to pretend to be 
WI 


—— —' 
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wiler than Zeſus Chriſt * Is not this 
to confound and jumble together the 
different Orders Iuſlitited by him? 
Is not this to ſet up a new Model 
diſterent from what he not only 
Eſtabliſhd, but allo appointed to 
continue in his Church to the End 
of the World? Is not this to caſhier 
Chrift's Prime Officers and Repreſen- 
tatrues, and the Church's Priuci pa 
Guides? In ſhort, Is not this to 
rend and tear from the Church the 
Pledges of our Saviour Care and. 
Kmdneſs which he beitow'd upon 
her, when he Alcended up into Hea- 
ven? And now 1n the Cloſe of this 
Diſcourſe, I do heartily advite all thoſe 
Schiſmaticks, who ſtill wander from 
the Fold, and walk in bye and for- 
bidden Paths, that they would now 
return to the Shepherd and Biſbop 
of their Souls, and that they would 
contels in the Words of our Church, 
That, Itey have erred and Strayed 
from God; ways like loft Sheep: And 
ſince 
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ſince many of them have left the 
Publick Prayers of the Church, for 
the Private Conceptions of Men's 
Brains, they have great Reaſon to 
ſay, That, They have followed too 
much the Devices and Deſires of 
their own Hearts. Beware then 
how you turn your Backs upon 
thole incomparable Prayers and 
Confeſſions in our Liturgy, which 
are ſo well adapted to the IWants 
and Neceſſitzes of your Souls: But 
do you ſet a Value upon that n- 
edimable Treaſury of Piety and 
Devotion; in the Uſe of which, 
you may be furmſh'd with all Dz- 


vine Bleſſings, neceſſary for the Life 


that now 1s, and that which 1s to 
come. 
How happy then ſhould I be, if 
I might prevail with you to be re- 
concild to our Moſt Excellent 


Church, and to frequent our Pub- 


lick Aſſemblies, where God is great- 
ty Reverencd, in our Approaches 
„ 
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to Him, with the Dumble and de- 

cent Geſtures of our Bodies. 0 
then may we all of us fo unite 
nin one Fellowſhip and Communion 
I here upon Earth, that we may be 
" | hereafter Tranſlated into the ever- 
I blefled Soczety and Communzion of 
\ | Sams in He aven. 
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